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The City and the S T A T E   O F 
ITS PEOPLE

The  Executive  Mayor  of City of Ekurhuleni Cllr. Mzwandile 
Masina  delivered  his  second   State  of  the  City  Address  on  the 
27  March  2018  in Kwa-Thema.  The  2018  State of the City 
Address  is based on national government's declaration of the 
year  2018  of  as  a  Nelson Mandela Year  not only because  
Madiba  would be turning 100  this  year  but  because 
government  wants  to  reconnect   with  people  and  go  back  to  
its  roots.  
  
While  delivering  the  speech,  the   Executive  Mayor  Mayor  espoused 
the  2018  motto  of  renewal,  unity  and  job  creation,  which  is 
expected  to underpin  service  delivery  programmes  in  the  City .  

We  reaffirm  the  eloquently  articulated  emphasis,  firstly by 
President  Ramaphosa  and  secondly  by  Premier  Makhura, when 
they said,  “We  should  honour  Madiba  by  putting  behind  us  the  
era  of  discord,  disunity  and  disillusionment”.
He  re-iterated “  we  shall  use  the  year  to  reinforce   our  
commitment to 'ethical behaviour and exemplary leadership'. In 
celebrating  this  centenary  we  must  emulate  his  values,  morality  
and   stature   in  order   to   make   a  positive  difference  in  the  lives  
of  our  communities  within  the   City”.

A summary  of  SOCA  is  available  inside  the  newsletter
but  to  read  the  full  address,  please  visit  our  

website  www.ekurhuleni.gov.za. 

, 

a partnership that works City of
Ekurhuleniwww.ekurhuleni.gov.za
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These  busses  now  will  bring  so  much  relief  to me  and  many 
other  people   living  with different  types  of  disabilities  because 
they  are  easily   accessible   and   convenient, ”  said  Zwane.
Furthermore, the  city's  IRPTN  makes  provision  for  the  Non- 
Motorized   Transportation  Plan.  This  plan  intends  to  guide 
efforts in improving safety for cyclists and walking conditions 
especially   for  people  with  disabilities. 

Comfortable, safe and reliable, that is what characterises the BRT 
busses and the dedicated routes on the 1st phase of the Integrated 
Rapid  Public  Transport  Network (IRPTN). 
On  March  07,  scores  of  people  living  with  disabilities  boarded  the 
BRT  busses  at  RTJ  Namane  Drive  in  Tembisa  to  test  their  readiness 
to  accommodate  wheelchair-bound,  blind  and  deaf  passengers. 
Member  of  the Mayoral Committee (MMC) for Transport and 
Planning,  Cllr Petrus Mabunda,  led  the  demonstration  and  
feedback  session  that followed in terms of the Universal Design 
Access  Plan  (UDAP). 
The Universal Design Access Plan (UDAP), stipulates guidelines and 
principles on how to cater for people living with disabilities by 
considering  factors  such  as equal access for use of people with 
various conditions and disabilities, flexibility, simplicity, effective 
communication, the  need to use minimal effort when accessing 
busses  and  suitable  space  and  size. 
Zanele Zwane, is wheelchair bound and she expressed relief upon 
embarking  on  the  BRT  bus  with  ease. 
“For me it has always been a challenge to use public transport as I 
dreaded  asking  people  to  assist  me  to  get  into  a  taxi  or  a  bus. 

EKURHULENI BRT BUSSES GET 
THUMBS-UP FROM PEOPLE LIVING 

DISABILITIESWITH 

Nonhlanhla Zwane and Nonhlanhla Sithole comfortably sitting inside the BRT 
buses.

MMC for Transport and Planning in Ekurhuleni, Cllr Petrus Mabunda, assists 
Zanele Zwane out of the BRT bus and tests the wheelchair ramp. 
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CITY PUMPS 
UP ITS WATER 
STORAGE CAPACITY

The announcement  came  in March, during  a  time  when  the  
country  was  commemorating  the  2018  National Water Month  and 
when some parts of the country were continuing to experience 
drought.  According to the City's  MMC for Water, Sanitation and 
Energy  Cllr Tiisetso Nketle, “this year,  from 18 to 24  March  the  
country  marks  the National  Water  Week  and  during  this  time  we 
are  reminded  that  water  has  no  substitute  and  all  efforts  need  to  
be  made  to  conserve  it”. 

The  first-of-its-kind  mega  reservoir  project  is  envisioned  to  
address  the  high  demand,  and  the  water  storage needs.  Cllr  
Nketle  stated  that  although  dam levels are sitting  at  92.8%  
capacity,  there  is  a  need  for  the  community   to   adopt   
behavioural  changes  with  regard  to handling  of water.  These  
include  refraining  from  irrigation  activities  between  07h00  and  
17h00,  using   a  bucket  to  wash  cars  and  attending  to  every  leak  
in   the   household   because   every   drop counts.    

 
The  building  of  the  reservoirs  is  intended  to  boost  the  city's   
water  storage  capacity  to  ensure  that  in  the  event  of  water   
supply  to  the  city  being  interrupted, each  reservoir  will  still  have 
enough  water  stored  to  supply customers  the  blue  drop  quality 
water  for  up  to  48  hours.  “While   the  city  is  geared  up  to  play  its 
part  in  conserving  water,  residents  need  to  contribute  by using 
water  sparingly, ”  said  Cllr  Nketle.

The MMC for Water, Sanitation and Energy Cllr Tiisetso Nketle engages the City of 
Ekurhuleni project manager Mohau Tsiki and the service providers from UWP Con-

Kempton Park Reservoir building site which is one of the 6 reservoirs being built to 
boost the city's water storage capacity. 

sulting, Kudakwashe Mujaji and Andre De Graaf on the state of readiness of the 

RESERVOIR NAMES CURRENT STAGE CAPACITY AREAS TO BE SUPPLIED

Construction of a new 22Ml Bredell Reservoir 

Below is a list of reservoir names and areas which they will supply:

Construction 

Construction 

Construction 

Construction 

Construction 

Construction 

Construction 

Construction 

22 ML

25 ML

05 ML

1.5 ML

10 ML

5.5 ML

1.5 ML

18 ML

Construction of a new 22Ml Kempton Park Reservoir 

Construction of a new 22Ml Benoni Reservoir 

Etwatwa Ext 19  Water Tower and Pipeline Phase 2

Etwatwa Ext 19  Water Tower Etwatwa 

Etwatwa 

Benoni CDB

Kempton Park CDB

Benoni - Northmead Benoni North, Northmead

Welgedacht Reservoir and Tower Welgedacht (Persida)

Zulu Xhosa Reservoir Zulu Xhosa 

Bredell, Pomana

The City of Ekurhuleni has recently unveiled a programme for 
augmenting water storage facilities in Kempton Park CBD, 
Bredlell, Pomona, Etwatwa, Benoni North, Northmead, 
Welgedacht  and  Zulu  Xhosa.  The  programme  comes  after  the 
City witnessed significant increase in water demand resulting 
from  various  reasons  including  rapid  and  continuous  growth 
of  the  City.     

The  City  of  Ekurhuleni  is  adding  six  new  reservoirs  and  two  
towers  to  its 72  reservoirs  and  30  water  towers.  Each  reservoir, 
once completed, will be connected directly to the existing water 
transmission system.  This  allows  the  bulk  storage  to  be  held  in 
close  proximity  to  where  demand  has  been identified. An 
additional  35  reservoirs  and  ten  towers  will  be  constructed  over 
the  next  three  years  and  is  aimed  at  augmenting   storage   
facilities   within   the   City.
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SOCA 
IN BRIEF

ECONOMY 
The  Executive  Mayor  reflected  on  the  City's  long-term  economic 
goal  and  its  ten-point  plan.   “When  the  new  administration  took 
over  office,  we  consolidated  our  overall  economic  strategy  in  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Ten  Point  Plan  to  revitalise  our  local 
economy.  We  are  now  in  the  implementation  phase  which  must 
assist the City to contribute to employment, investment and 
transformation”  said   Mayor   Masina.

As   the   City,  we  now   have  an  approved  Aerotropolis Master 
Plan,  paving  the  way  to  consolidate  our  strategic  location  as  an  
Airport  City.  Ekurhuleni  anticipates  higher  levels  of  investments,  
especially  within  Aerotropolis  corridors. “Our approach is to 
maximise capabilities in a smart and advanced manufacturing, 
aviation  and  aerospace, logistics and transportation industries to 
drive competitiveness, radical socio economic development and 
transformation  that  will  ultimately  benefit  the  people of 
Ekurhuleni”  said  Mayor  Masina.   

The City  hosted the Investment Conference  in  June  2017,  and  
continued  to  intensify  efforts  to  unlock   the   City's   R300  billion  
pipeline  investments.   “We  are  pleased  to  announce  the  
following  projects  that  resulted  in  the R7,2 billion inward 
investment   into   the   City:
ü Prasa Gibela
ü M&T Development
ü Riverfield
ü Green Reef
ü Glen Gory
ü OR Tambo Airport – Jewellery Precinct, and
ü Tambo Springs inland port. 

2018

FINANCIAL STATUS  
Ÿ The  review  by  National  Treasury  on Financial Health indicated 

that  the  City  of  Ekurhuleni  is  financially  stable  and  moving  in 
the  right   direction,  in particular  our  operating,  capital  budget  
as  well  as  our  cash  balances. 

Ÿ Increased Capex from R4,1 billion to R5,1 billion and  we will 
continue  ramping  it  up  in  the  outer  years,  and  the  target  is  to  
reach  R10  billion  by  2021.

Ÿ Our  Capex  expenditure  was  sitting  at  87%  when  we  took  over 
the  administration. I'm happy to report that in the 2016/17 
financial  year  we   recorded   91,4%.

Ÿ The  grant expenditure was at 82% and currently is at 97%, 
meaning  we  are  not  returning   large  sums  of moneys to 
National  Treasury  meant  for   infrastructure.

Ÿ The   City's  collection  rate  was  92,1%   in   the  last  financial  year  
and  the  two  quarters   of   2017/18  it  was  93,34%,  which  is  
quite positive. 

Ÿ Maintained  an  unqualified  audit  opinion  for  the  City. 

Ÿ The  City  maintained  its  Moody's  rating  at  Baa3/Aaa.za.  This  
makes it  easier  for  the  City  to  raise  funds  in  the  financial  
markets  and,  as  you may be  aware, we have agreed on raising 
loans through  bonds.

Ÿ During the period under review, an external service provider 
(GCRO) conducted a  Life  Style  Survey  which  showed  that 86% of 
people  have  access   to  basic services,  this  is  slightly  higher  
than  the   provincial   average.

GOOD  CORPORATE  GOVERNANCE 
The City of Ekurhuleni prides itself with findings of the Auditor-
General's audit report for 2016/2017 financial year which bears 
testimony to City's commitment to providing a more effective, 
accountable, responsive and clean local government. “We have 
maintained  an  unqualified  audit  opinion  for  the  City.  As  a  City,  
we reiterate the call that we shall use the year to reinforce our  
commitment  to  'ethical  behaviour  and  exemplary  leadership”  said 
Mayor  Masina.  In  celebrating  this  centenary  we  must  emulate   

  values,  morality  and  stature  in  order   to make  a  
positive  difference  in   the   lives   of   our   communities   within   the   
City.  

Nelson Mandela's 



The  City  identified  the  need  to expedite and facilitate the 
installation  of  bulk  infrastructure  as  provided  for in SPLUMA in 
terms  of  Sections  49(2)  and  49(5).  We  have  since  budgeted  for  
bulk  infrastructure  for  “development ready” projects.  “We have 
begun work on key institutional reforms that will make all of these 
plans  a  practical  success”  said  Mayor  Masina.   Key  among  these  
reforms  is our current plan to create  a  Central  Investment  Clearing 
Committee  which  will  have  the  impact of reducing turnaround 
times in the approval of such crucial items such as land zoning, 
building applications  and  the  availability  of bulk infrastructure, 
among   others.

This coming year the  City is  working to produce partnerships and 
incentive schemes that can attract public and private sector 
investment  to  the  City  as  we  revitalise  our  industrial economy.  
“Our incentive scheme will combine rate rebates, negotiated tax 
holidays and joint applications to attract investment from public 
investment  institutions  for  investment  projects  from  R10 million 
and above”.  We  are  also  moving to  establish  as  a  matter  of  law  and 
operationalise the Ekurhuleni Development Agency said Mayor 
Masina.   It  is  through  this  agency  that  we  will  be  able  to 
practically link up with government departments such as the 
Department  of   Trade  and  Industry. 

With  regards  to  unemployment,  the  national  average  is  26,7%  and 
this  is  extremely  high  compared  to  other  developing  countries.  “As 
the   City,  we  recorded  the  highest  unemployment  rate  at  33%  due 
to  an  increased  number  of  active   work   seekers.  Effectively,  we  
are the  victims  of  our  own  advances.   We are  experiencing  job  
losses as  a  result  of  factory  closure  and  general  decline  in 
industrial activities” said Mayor Masina.  Ekurhuleni recorded the 
highest (98,000)  new  jobs  over  the  past year.   If  this  trend  
continues,  we are  likely  to  push  back  frontiers  of  poverty  and  
underdevelopment   in   our  Metro.

DOING BUSINESS LOCALLY 
Ÿ The city has committed R12 billion over the MTREF period to 

procure  from  2 000  local  entrepreneurs.   

Ÿ Supply  Chain Policy to enable no less than 30%  procurement  
from local  businesses.

Ÿ Since  the appointment  of  102  Vukuphile  contractors  in  2017,  
all  102  contractors  have  been allocated works amounting to 
R102  million.  

Ÿ 80 farms will be released to commercial farmers and for the 
development  of  small  farmers, 

Ÿ The  agriculture strategy is underpinned by a policy of availing 
land,  providing seeds and implements as well as support for 
market  access  especially   for   the   emerging   farmers.

Ÿ Improving  telecommunications infrastructure through fibre 
optics  for  faster  and  cheaper  broadband, to make  doing 
business    easier.

Ÿ

Ÿ

80 farms will be released to commercial farmers and for the 
development of small farmers, 
The agriculture strategy is underpinned by a policy of availing land, 
providing seeds and implements as well as support for market 
access especially for the emerging farmers. 

WATER  
Ÿ

upgrading, replacement and extension.

Ÿ 50 new reservoirs creating additional storage for the City and 
construction of 20 Pump Stations. 

Ÿ The  City  is  currently metering  40 000  properties,  especially 
those  that  have  been  unmetered  resulting   in   water  losses.

Ÿ Coming  to  water  security,   the   City  has   invested   in   improving 
our  water  generation  and  management  capacity  so   that  we 
can   guarantee   the  provision  of   clean,   secure  and  reliable 
water   to   households,  businesses   and   institutions.

Ÿ 20  Mega  Litres  of   water  storage   capacity  was   added  last  year. 

28 consultants planning for over 2 000km of water and sewer pipes, 

ROADS AND TRANSPORT 
Ÿ

the past financial year.

Ÿ  Construction of an additional 30km of new roads to add to the 
existing road network. 

Ÿ Maintenance   work   to  be  carried  out  on  more  than  3000km.

Ÿ An  addition  of  38  systems  of  stormwater infrastructure 
mainly  extension  of culverts, pipelines and attenuation 
facilities   to   minimise   the   impact.

HUMAN SETTLEMENT 
Ÿ 11,000  Title Deeds  are  handed  over  to  rightful  owners. 

Ÿ Over  4 333  stands have been serviced and allocated to their  
rightful  owners.

Ÿ The City has launched three of the six Mega Projects (Leeuwport 
19 453, John Dube 10 265  and  Daggafontein 17 180)  and  will  
help  meet  the  100 000.

Ÿ Esselen Park once launched will give us 7 100 yields, Clayville 14 
138, Tembisa  Ext 25 with  3 510  yields,  Chief Albert  Luthuli,  
Heldewyk  12 954,  Tsakane  Ext  22, 6 44.

Ÿ Subsidised s ocial  housing  units  are being build in Moleketi  
Extension  1  and  2,  Etwatwa,  Alra  Park 

CONCLUSION 
In conclusion Mayor Masina  made an assurance that the Cities  
leadership has the  courage and fortitude to lead the City of 
Ekurhuleni  till  the  last  day  of  its  term  of  office.   “Our  leadership 
is  geared towards achieving the political objectives of a 
transformed  City  that  we  set  for ourselves  since  coming  into 
office”,  he  closed    by  quoting  Tata  Madiba  “ After   climbing  a  
great  hill,  one  only  finds  that  there  are  many more  hills  to  
climb.”   It  is  not  yet  uhuru,  work  continues  to  better   the   lives   
of   our   people.

61km of new roads to the existing road network was added in 

UNIVERISTY
The  City  has  made  progress  around  the  planning  of  the  
Ekurhuleni  Applied  Sciences  and  Technology  University.  Council 
will  soon  finalise  the  appointment  of  the  University  Advisory  
Panel  to  advise  on  the  best  model  for  the  University.

TRANSPORT
Continue our work to bring to operation the Bus Rapid Transport 
System.  There  have  been  challenges  but  we  aim  to  operationalise 
it   before   the   end   of   this   financial   year.
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supply  of  basic  services.  This  is  attested  by its increased 
expenditure  on  infrastructure   from   87,88%   of   its   capital   budget  
in  2015/16   to  91,64%  in  2016/17.  “This  reflects  our  effectiveness  
in  rolling  out  infrastructure  programme  in  road  construction,  
water and sanitation, waste management and providing human 
settlements.  It  also demonstrates  progress  in our  expansion  of 
access  to  healthcare,  social  development,  sports,  arts  and  culture  
services”,   said  Mashazi.

The  City's  key  expenditure  and  service  delivery  milestones  include:

City of Ekurhuleni Mayor Cllr Mzwandile Masina has commended the 
City on its achievements saying they have benefitted the people of 
Ekurhuleni.

Masina  also encouraged  the City to do more when it comes to 
meeting  the  needs  of  the  People  of  Ekurhuleni.  “We  need  to  up  
our  game  to  meet  and  even  surpass the  expectations  of  our  
people”.

Meanwhile the Auditor General has commended the City for 
presenting its financial reports in accordance with the South African 
Standards of Generally Recognised Accounting Practice and the 
requirements  of  the  MFMA  of  2003  and  the  Division of Revenue 
Act  of  South  Africa,  2016.

“I believe the audit evidence I have obtained is sufficient and 
appropriate to provide the basis of my report”, said the AG in a 
statement.

Ÿ R155,5  million  for  the  upgrading  of  ECD  centres
Ÿ R65 million to upgrade dumping sites and R39 million on 

specialized waste disposal and recycling vehicles and 
equipment

Ÿ R49,8  million  in purchasing specialized vehicles and 
equipment

Ÿ R12,1 million towards the upgrading of 4 EMPD precincts 
currently  in  different  stages  of  completion

Ÿ Increase  its annual bursary fund from R10 million – R100 million
Ÿ Completing  6  clinics
Ÿ Paving 61,618  kilometers  of  road
Ÿ Adding  79  storm-water  systems  to  existing  network
Ÿ Achieving  a 1,35% reduction in mother to child HIV 

transmission
Ÿ Launching 21 Chronic medication Pick Up Points in 

communities
Ÿ Paying  84%  of  its  service  providers  within  30  days
Ÿ Maintaining  the  blue  drop  status  of  greater  than  95%

THE City of Ekurhuleni is delivering good quality services to its 
citizens because it is run by management that is committed to 
clean  financial  management  and  efficient  administration.

This has been confirmed in the recently released Auditor-General 
2016/17 financial year audit report which has revealed a complete 
elimination  of  unauthorized  expenditure  in  the  City.

The report shows that while the opening balance in unauthorized 
expenditure  stood  at  the beginning of the financial year under 
review,  the  City  managed  to  completely  avoid  any  such  spending 
in  the  2016/17  financial  year.

“The   fact  that  this  fifth  administration  achieved  this  is  its  first  
year  of  leadership  bears testimony to our dedication to clean 
financial  management and efficient administration”, said City 
Manager   Dr  Imogen  Mashazi.

Mashazi   says  the City's efficient  financial management is 
attributable to the rejuvenation and strengthening of governance 
committees – a move that has seen all the City's procurement 
committees  increasing  their  vigilance  when  it  comes  to the 
efficient  spending  of  the  City's  funds.

To enhance its financial management efficiency the City has also 
attracted competent managers to run its procurement – while  also 
training  project  managers  in  Municipality  Finance  Management 
Act  to  broaden  their  understanding  of  the  policies  and  
regulations  of  the supply chain processes.  The City has also taken 
steps  against  those  found  to  be  flouting  its  supply  chain  policy.

On  the  overall,  Mashazi  said,  the City has made commendable 
strides in promoting a more effective, efficient, accountable, 
transparent and clean government committed to legislative 
compliance,  broad participation,  clean  financial  governance  and  
the  delivery  of  good  quality  services  to  its  communities.

The City's prudent financial management is enabling the City to 
continue  with operations and meet its financial obligations for a 
period  of  over  60 days in case there  is not sufficient revenue 
collected  through   service   charges,   said  Mashazi.
 
“Indeed,  we  are  presiding  over  an  institution  that  has  low 
exposure  to  credit  risk  and  thus  far  has  been  able  to  service  both 
its   long-term  and   short   debts   without   default.”

Part   of  the   City's  good  performance  has been its  focus  on 
delivering good quality services to the poor and previously 
disadvantaged areas – including the electrification of informal 
settlement  as  well  as  the  provision  of  consistent  and  predictable 

CITY OF 
EKURHULENI
ELIMINATES 
UNAUTHORISED
E X P E N D I T U R E
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ALDERMAN,
 A LEGACY OF 
SERVANTHOOD IN 

LEADERSHIP 
The City of Ekurhuleni's first sitting for 2018 saw the ceremonial 
announcement of the Alderman list, as approved by council. An 
honour of the highest order for councillors, Alderman, is a title 
bestowed by council through its Conferment of Civic Honours 
policy. This policy outlines a stringent qualifying criteria that 
includes an unbroken record of serving as an Ekurhuleni 
councillor, determined by an accumulative point system. Upon 
conferment,  a  councillor  may  retain  its  use  post tenure.

Recognising  and  honouring  those consistently entrusted to lead 
their communities is a significant aspect of nation building. It is a 
reflection  of  a  relationship  founded  on  the  principles of “Batho 
Pele” – Putting  people  first,  which  council  champions  as  its  core 
value  system  through  the  City  of  Ekurhuleni. The concept of 
Alderman exists at local government in many jurisdictions 
internationally and locally. 

Council also acknowledged and congratulated members of the 
Ekurhuleni Junior City Council (JCC) who performed outstandingly in 
their matric exams. Alderman Patricia  Kumalo, Speaker of Council,  
who  continues  to  champion  the JCC initiative  through her office, 
expressed the following regarding  their  performance  and  tenure,  
“It's  a great honour  to have been a part of grooming these young 

Proposed new tariffs, credit control measures, indigent policies 
and budget proposals on capital projects are expected to 
dominate  discussions  at  the  city’s Draft Integrated 
Development  and  Planning  (IDP)  and Budget public 
consultative  meetings.

The  city  will  hold  public  IDP  and  Budget  consultative  meetings 
from  11  to 19  April  with  residents  and  various   other stakeholders. 
They  will  have  an  opportunity  to  comment  on  the  developmental 
programme  of  the  city  as  contained  in  the  IDP  for  the  next  five 
years and the Budget for the next three years. The consultative 
meetings  will  be  held  in  the  20  customer  care  areas  at  18:00  on 
scheduled  days  to discuss the draft IDP and Budget with 
communities. 

Council will, during the consultations, brief stakeholders on the 
proposed developmental programme and allow communities to 
comment on  other  proposals.  The  Business  Consultative  meeting  is 
scheduled  for  17  April  and  details  will   be   distributed  shortly.

Integrated  development  planning  is  a  process through which 
municipalities  prepare  a  strategic  development  plan  which  
extends over a five-year period. This then guides and informs all
planning,  budgeting,  management  and  decision-making  processes 
in   the   municipality. 

The  consultative meetings follow the ward-based consultative 
process  on  the  IDP  and  draft  Multi-year  Budget  2018/2019-2021 
for residents and stakeholders’ inputs, which was undertaken in 
October  2017. 

The  inputs  were  included  in  the  draft  IDP  and  Budget,  which  will 
be  tabled  to  the  Council  for  approval after the current 
consultations.

Over  and  above  these  meetings,  stakeholders  can  from  now  until 
23  April  2018  access  the  draft  IDP  and  draft  Budget  documents 
which  will  be  open  for  comments. These can be viewed 
electronically at www.ekurhuleni.gov.za, or at public libraries, pay 
points   and   Customer   Care   Centres   during   office   hours.

Comments  can  be  filled  in  and  dropped  into  Budget  Tips  
boxes  at the  mentioned  offices  or e-mailed  to 

Enquiries  can  also be  made  by  contacting  the  IDP  office  at 
 011 999 6763, 011 999 0591 and 011 999 5921.

budgettips@ekurhuleni.gov.za

people. Fulfilling their Junior  City Council  duties while staying 
focused at school and achieving  superb  results  is  indeed  an  
excellent  achievement.  

Thank  you  for  shaping  a  complex  model for future junior 
councillors. As you pursue your chosen career streams and your 
journey gains momentum I urge you to continue  to strive for 
excellence”  said  Cllr  Kumalo.  Ekurhuleni's first ordinary sitting 
proved to be both eventful   and   memorable. 

City of Ekurhuleni  Councilors coffered with the Alderman status.  

CITY TO CONSULT BUSINESS AND 
COMMUNITIES ON IDP/BUDGET
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about the work of Council Oversight Committees to the identified 
stakeholders, provide information on the performance of the 
municipality which would in turn enrich stakeholders' ability to  
provide  feedback to  their constituencies and  lastly allow 
stakeholders to freely interact with members of the oversight 
committees  in  order to  build relations for possible  future 
interactions  on  service  delivery. 

The  second  phase  of such programmes will be rolled out in June 
2018, where mass public meetings will be held to advance  the  same 
efforts  on  a  larger scale. Through the Separation of Powers 
framework and the South African constitution, public participation 
remains  a  pillar  in  ensuring  good  governance.

The City of Ekurhuleni kick-started the year 2018  on a high note 
with a concerted effort to increase public participation through 
various modalities by the City Legislature. The Oversight 
Committees recently embarked on “Taking Committees to 
Communities” public participation programmes. The meetings took 
place  on  the 1st and  the 6th of  February, with MPAC's (Municipal 
Public Accounts  Committee) Public Hearing taking place on the 9th 
February 2018 at Germiston. This programme sought to establish a 
forum of engagement between various stakeholders and oversight 
committees to enable a better understanding of what happens in 
oversight committee meetings.

The programme was also intended  to educate and create awareness

TAKING COMMITTEES TO COMMUNITIES, 

CITY INVESTS R25M  IN ENERGY
 I  N  F  R  A  S  T  R  U  C  T  U  R  E 

The City of Ekurhuleni has committed R25 million to invest in the 
refurbishment of the electricity distribution infrastructure in Jet 
Park and surrounding areas in order to stabilise the supply of 
electricity. 

The above-mentioned intervention includes the following:

Ÿ Refurbishment  of the main substation in Yaldwyn Road. The 
project commenced in October 2017 with the replacement of 
medium and high voltage switchgear. This work is due for 
completion by the end of June 2018. The work also includes 
refurbishment  of  power  transformers. 

Ÿ Refurbishment of ageing and frequently failing medium voltage 
underground cables. The projects commenced in February and 
sections of cables will be energised as and when completed.  In 
total, approximately  4km  of  cable  will  be  refurbished  by the 
end  of  April  2018. 

The city will continuously conduct performance studies on the 
network and perform intrusive maintenance on the electricity 
distribution  equipment  to  improve  availability  and  reliability. 

A number of streets  in  the  area  will  be  dug  up  during  this  period to 
provide for the installation of the new medium voltage underground 
cables. 

ADVANCING  PARTICIPATORY  DEMOCRACY 
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EKURHULENI 
TARGETS ILLEGAL 
POWER CONNECTIONS 
AHEAD OF WINTER

Illegally  connected  power  cables,  largely  running  
underground  at  Ehlanzeni  and  Vusimuzi  Informal  Settlement 
in Tembisa, have been removed to reduce power supply 
interruptions  in  the  area  and  surroundings.

An estimated 1800 unlawful connections were discovered and these 
are responsible for overloading the network, which in turn cause 
persisting service interruption. The  City of  Ekurhuleni loses close to 
R800 million a year in unaccounted  electricity  caused  by  nearly  3500 
illegal  power  connections   across   the   city.

“This act is not only stealing from the state but also poses a great 
danger to children who use open spaces to play,” said Ekurhuleni 
Spokesperson  Themba  Gadebe.

Residents are encouraged to report any illegal connections or 
suspicious  behaviour  through  the  municipal  call  centre on:
086 054 3000.

Illegal cables loaded to a truck after they were removed.

City of Ekurhuleni and Red Ants personnel disconnect cables at one of the mini 
substations in Vusimuzi.
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EKURHULENI 
PASSES Exam
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The Ethics Institute (TEI) – a Gauteng  Municipal  Integrity 
Initiative  Project  –  has  given  City  of  Ekurhuleni  thumbs  up 
after  it assessed the city's ethics and anti-corruption 
management   maturity.

Ekurhuleni received a score of 84.0 following an assessment of the 
maturity of ethics and anticorruption capacity in Gauteng 
municipalities.  Commissioned  to  analyse  and  identify  ethics risk, 
the assessment served as a basic gap analysis for municipalities  to 
assess  their  anti-corruption  capacity  between  May  and  June  2017.

The assessment is informed by 2015 Local Government Anti-
Corruption Strategy - Integrity Management Framework. The 
assessment  scores were defined using the following compliance 
rating scale:

The ethics and anti-corruption maturing assessment focuses on 
various indicators obtained through electronic and paper-based 
survey  format.  These indicators include the state of leadership in 
terms of Council commitments, community  ownership  focusing  on 
availability  of  avenues  to  the  public  to report allegations non-
ethical and corrupt practices and mechanisms for prevention and 
resolution.

In  terms  of  governance, the indicators  examines  the  existence  of 
audit committees, Municipal Public Accounts Committees, Council 

 Disciplinary  Committee  or/and  Council  Ethics Committee.

The  assessment  further  include  prevention  of  unethical  and 
corrupt practices through promotion of professional ethical culture, 
municipal values statement, code of conduct adopted by the city, 
antifraud  and  corruption  policies  and  procedures,  amongst  others.

The  Ethics Institute put under microscope the municipal ability to 
detect unethical behaviour using internal audit, analysis of 
information,  whistle-blowing  mechanism  and  data  management.

Other  important  key  indicators  during  the  assessment - involved 
the Integrity Management Framework, policies relating to 
investigations, resolution, monitoring and reporting, risk 
management  processes  and  awareness  campaigns.

While the City of Ekurhuleni has proven to be in good compliance, 
there  is  an  acknowledgment  that  more  can  still  be  done  to 
achieve  a  full  compliance  status.  In this regard, the city's 
intervention  to  acquire  a  full  compliance  status  includes: Full Compliance 

  Good compliance 

 Moderate compliance 

 Weak compliance

 No compliance 

 100%

 75%

 50%

 25%

 0%

but minor improvements can still be made

minor progress has been made, long way to go

 Rigorous 
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management
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training and 
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management
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enforce the COE 
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The City of Ekurhuleni recently came to a stand-still when 
businesses closed their doors and residents abandoned their 
household   chores to make way and time to watch and support 
the spectacular 2018 Dis-Chem Ride for Sight cycling competition.  
The  competition  hosted  by  Dischem,  and  the City of Ekurhuleni 
as main sponsors, coincided well with the City's  Live, Play and 
Invest (LPI)  campaign  which  showcases  the City's vibrant and 
dynamic atmosphere conducive for any sport, any business  and  
any  lifestyle.  

This  year's  event  was  a  very  special  cycling  event  as  it  marked  the 
30th  anniversary of this popular and  enduring  cycle  event  which  is 
also  one  of  the  top  5  in  the  country  and  the  second  largest 
cycling competition in Gauteng. The  event  took  place  on  the  18th 
February  2018   and   had   two  categories,  namely   the  116 km 
Super Classic which  is  a  seeding  event for  the  Cape  Town  Cycle  
Tour 2019  and  the  62km  vita-thion  challenge   for   the   younger   or 
novice  cyclist.  Both  legs  of  the  competition  started  and  finished  in 
the  Boksburg  City  Stadium,  Jubilee  Road. 

The  event  has  raised  close  to R10 million  over  the  past  29  years  
and  this  entire  amount  has,  and  will  continue  to  be  donated  to 
the  UCT  research  project  dedicated  to finding treatments for 
genetic retinal blinding  conditions  such  as  Retinitis  Pigmentosa(RP), 
Macular Degeneration (MD)  and  dozens  of  other  rare  and  
devastating   forms  of  retinal  vision  loss. 

Over  R80 000  worth  of  cash  prizes  were  awarded  to  the  top  racing 
cycling  categories  but  fun  riders  also  stood  a  chance  to  win  big- 
over   R120k  of  the  lucky  draw  prizes  which  were  drawn  on  the 
day. All cyclists  who  entered  the  donation  draw (minimum of 
R40.00)  stood a chance  to win  special  lucky  draw  holiday  prizes  
valued  at  over  R100 000.00. 

The  excellent  time  of  2:39:55  is  what  it  took  Reynard  Butler  of  the 
Team ProTouch to conquer the 116 km. Strong presence of the top 
cyclist  in South  Africa competing  off  the back of the SA Road  
Champs   and   Time   Trials   lead   to   some   exciting   racing. 

The  116 km  Super Classic  event  saw  numerous  attempted  breaks 
from the main bunch. The ladies  category was won by Carla 
Oberholzer  with  a  finishing  time  of  3:40:07  followed  by  Jo Van De 
Winkel  of Vets Ladies and  Mandy De Beer  taking  3rd place. 
Meanwhile,  to  restore  the  gift  of  sight,  all  proceeds from  the  
event,  will  go  towards   finding   treatment  for  retinal  blindness.

Young  South  Africans  affected  by retinal  degenerative  disorders 
such  as  Retinitis  Pigmentosa,  Stargardt  disease  and allied 
conditions  stand  to  gain from promising clinical trials that are 
treating  these  rare  but  devastating  forms  of  vision  loss.

31 MarchEntries close 

Reynard Butler in the middle triumphantly lifting the trophy while flanked by 
Nolan Hoffman on the left and Shameeg Salie.

EKURHULENI HOST THE 30th
DIS-CHEM RIDE FOR SIGHT

C O M P E T I T I O N

12  \   talks                                                                                                                                                   BUSINESS


