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The event, held on a virtual platform 
was led by the MMC of Finance, ICT 
and Economic Development Cllr 
Nkosindiphile Doctor Xhakaza, who 
was  accompanied by the Group 
Chief Financial Officer Kagiso 
Lerutla, Acting City Manager Anathi 
Zitumane,  Economic Development 
Head of Department Caiphus 
Chauke, City Planning Head of 
Department Palesa Tsita, Energy 
Head of Department Mark Wilson, 
Communications and Brand 
Management Head of Department 
Regomoditswe Mavimbela,  as well 
as Mbali  Matiwane Divisional  Head 
for Water and Sanitation.   

The move to host a business 
webinar forms part of the City’s 
efforts of  involving the business 
community in the affairs of the City 
whist maintaining strict compliance 
with the social  distancing rules and 
related regulations against the 
spread of the Covid 19 pandemic. 

In his opening remarks, Cllr 
Nkosindiphile Xhakaza informed 
guest that the City has adapted to 
the new ways of doing business 
amidst the Covid-19 lockdown 
regulations.

“We are adapting to new ways of 
doing things and this is indeed the 
new normal,” said Xhakaza.   
Despite the current social and 
economic uncertainties, the MMC for 
Finance and Economic 
Development brimmed with 
optimism as he unpacked  the 
2020/2021 Budget Speech using a  
zoom platform.   Key highlights 
include relief from the economic 
effects of COVID-19 and strategic 
investments in economic 
development and infrastructure.

The COVID-19 pandemic has had 
major health, economic and social 
effects on every human being here in 
Ekurhuleni and throughout the 
world,” Xhakaza said. “The most 
affected area of our work is revenue 
collection.”

Therefore, the medium-term 
revenue and expenditure framework 
capital expenditure of R7.4bn has 
been lowered to R4.9bn for the 
financial year 2020/2021.

Xhakaza reported that the City  
intends to lessen the economic 
burden of COVID-19 on 
communities. “The global growth 
forecast for 2019 was the lowest 
since the 2008 financial crisis. We 
are in a difficult global and domestic 
environment,” he said.

Of the city’s R149.8bn medium-term 
revenue and expenditure framework 
budget, R46.6bn has been allocated 
to the next financial year. A total of 
R41.7bn will go to operating 
expenses (the cost of running the 
city) and R4.9bn will go to capital 
expenses (developing the economy 
and infrastructure).Ta

b
le

o
f C

o
nt

e
nt

s
Business Webinar on Budget Speech

Ekurhuleni COVID-19 Food Bank  

Young physio gives learners courage to excel

Mini dumping sites opens 

2020/21 Budget Speech Summary 

World Environment Day 

Thokoza Illegal Connections 

Licensing service resumes

Harambee bus services back on the road

COVID-19 Shelter for homeless

COVID-19 Business Opportunities 

'

'

Budgeting in the
time of COVID-19

The City of Ekurhuleni in partnership with the Business Day newspaper hosted a business webinar 
on the 2020/2021 Budget Speech.   The purpose of the webinar, was to afford the MMC of Finance, 
ICT and Economic Development Cllr Nkosindiphile Doctor Xhakaza an opportunity to unpack the 
2020/2021 Budget Speech.   

BUDGET SPEECH

03

05

06

06

07

10

12

13

14

15

15

The City will 
lose at least
R1.2bn in
revenue as a
result of the
pandemic. 

EKURHULENI HOSTS
BUSINESS WEBINAR ON

Stories pg

MMC for Finance, ICT and Economic Development Cllr Nkosindiphile
Doctor Xhakaza with Group CFO Kagiso Lerutla  during the Business
Webinar for Budget Speech
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Xhakaza reported that R80m has been allocated  to the 
Ekurhuleni Community Enterprise Development Fund 
to support and develop small businesses in the 
community. The City created 7 086 job opportunities 
last year and supports 1 148 young people through a 
community bursary scheme. “When we invest in the 
skills of young people, we invest in the economy,” 
Xhakaza said.

Township economy remains top on the City of 
Ekurhuleni programmes.  “We’re also looking at 
injecting about R56m in the next week or two to support 
small businesses ranging from co-operatives to 
township businesses like spaza shops,” said Caiphus 
Chauke, Head of the Department of Economic 
Development. Chauke outlined how the city plans to 
grow the township economy and the manufacturing 
sector.

Xhakaza said there will be no 
increases in municipal tariffs under the 
City’s control, including assessment 
tariffs, refuse removal, burial and 
cemetery costs, and the municipal bus 
service. For services provided by 
external stakeholders, the following 
increases will apply:

While the city cannot cancel anyone’s debt, it will suspend interest on debt from 1 April 2020 for six months, 
extend debt repayment, and offer incentives for people paying their accounts on time. 

“The City of Ekurhuleni is an important manufacturing hub in South Africa. We are a city at work,” Xhakaza said. 
Key budget allocations for the 2020-21 financial year include:

Tariff relief
and increases

Creating opportunities

A City at work

R116.6m 
to revive the
economy

R1.2bn 
to handle power
interruptions and
outages

R2.1bn 
for water and
sanitation

R4.2m 
to the 
department
of health

R1.6bn 
to build houses for
people in need

R45.6m 
towards the Aerotropolis master plan and engineering
economic infrastructure in Kempton Park, Benoni, Edenvale, Germiston and Alberton

R116.6m 
to build the link bridge
between Rhodesfield
and OR Tambo
International Airport

15% 11% 6.23
- 8%

Water

Increased Increasedproposed
increase

Sanitation Electricity

R

MMC for Finance, ICT and Economic Development Cllr Nkosindiphile Doctor Xhakaza (left) with Head of Department for Economic 
Development Caiphus Chauke  (middle)  and business webinar  moderator (right) Dominic Gaobepe  unpacking the 2020/2021 
Budget Speech.
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COVID-19 FOOD BANK
32 721 FAMILIES FED FROM 

This was a sterling revelation by the 
City of Ekurhuleni Executive Mayor 
Cllr Mzwandile Masina as he closed 
down the food bank facility on the 03 
July 2020. 
The decision to establish the facility 
follows the City’s realisation that a lot 
of people lost their monthly income 
due to the national lockdown which 
came into effect on March 26 in 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic.
With the lockdown into effect, 
various companies had to close 
down, retrenchments were inevitable 
and small businesses ceased 
operations.  

The poor of the poorest poorest were 
most hard hit, resulting in families 
going to bed without a meal.

The Food Bank was then 
established as a distribution point 
where emergency relief donations in 
the City would be received and 
distributed to distressed households.
Based in Springs at the Ekurhuleni 
Fresh Produce Market, the Food 
Bank operated for three months after 
its launch on 4 April 2020 by mayor 
Masina accompanied by the Premier 
of the Gauteng Province, David 
Makhura. 

The food bank facility attracted tons 
of donations varying from food 
parcels, hand sanitisers and masks 
from businesses and other 
stakeholders across the City. 
Non-Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs), citizens, and Progressive 
Business Forum and other business 
players within the City donated to the 
bank. 

All donations were stored in cold 
rooms at the Ekurhuleni Fresh Food 
Market and were distributed using 
transparent, ward-based system. 

“I want to thank all these donors, 
who are too many to mention, but 
who stepped up when it was 
required of them to. It is often said 
that capital has no heart, but this 
initiative demonstrated that the 
private sector has the capacity to 
contribute meaningfully to the 
fashioning of a higher civilisation,” 
said mayor Masina. 

In his  address during the  closing 
ceremony webinar, the Executive 
Mayor reported that a sizeable 
proportion of the food parcels 
donated were also given to a specific 
sectoral target group that includes 
child-headed households, members 
of the creative industry, vulnerable 
women who are victims and 
survivors of gender-based violence, 
hostel dwellers, military veterans, 
faith-based leaders, members of the 
LGBTIQA+ community, old-age  
homes and orphanages, members 

of the sports fraternity as well as sex 
worker.  “The success of the City of 
Ekurhuleni Central Food Bank was 
anchored on the donations that were 
received from generous companies 
and individuals, as well as the 
volunteers from our communities, 
who worked extremely hard to 
ensure that we reach daily targets of 
almost 1000 food parcels per day” 
said Executive   Mayor Masina 
during the live webinar with 
stakeholders who contributed to the 
food bank.

Bongani Lukhele (35)   a family man 
and a father of three who stays in a 
four roomed shack at Neva Neva 
informal settlement could not contain 
his excitement when he received the 
food parcel for his family from the 
City. "I collect recyclable waste and 
sell it at the buyback centre for 
survival.

The lockdown regulations have 
caused so much strain on me and 
my family as I'm no longer able to go 
out there and fend for them. The 
buyback centres are closed so there 
is no point of collecting recyclable 
waste to resell and earn money. I am 
grateful for this food parcel, it will go 
a long way in alleviating hunger in 
my house. I'm thankful to the 
Executive Mayor of Ekurhuleni for 
this heart-warming gesture," Lukhele 
said.

The Executive Mayor further 
reported that the food bank was a 
great success which not only 
attracted positive coverage from 
various national and international 
news agencies such the British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), but 
also brought recognition from 
international bodies such United 
Nations Women (UN Women).   

The Ekurhuleni Covid 19 Food Bank enabled us to distribute food parcels to 32 721 
distressed households”. 
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YOUNG PHYSIO GIVES LEARNERS COURAGE TO EXCEL

Residents can dispose of the following 
at the disposal sites free of charge 
closer to where they stay: garden 
waste, rubble less than 1(cubic meter) 
m3, recyclables paper, plastic, glass, 
cardboard, wood and metal. 

Disposal of general and 
non-hazardous solid waste in excess 
of 1 000Kg is charged a standard tariff 
fee of R260.40 per kilogram.   For 
patrons to gain entry into 
council-owned waste disposal sites, 
they need to enter the sites only at 
authorised access points, provide 
officials onsite with particulars required 
with regard to the composition of the 
refuse they want to dispose, follow 
instructions given regarding the 
disposal point for their specific waste.  
The measures are to prevent informal 
waste pickers who occasionally 
attempt to gain unauthorized entry. 

No person shall bring any intoxicating 
liquor onto a landfill site or refuse 
transfer station or mini disposal site.   
The City has recently revamped some 
of its mini disposal sites, including 
revamping of Leondale and Vosloorus 
disposal sites to promote cleanliness 
and eradicate the scourge of illegal 
dumping in townships.  

“We are gradually running out of space 
and need to do everything necessary 
to minimize amount of waste reaching 
our disposal sites.  It is our wish that 
these facilities must serve as catalysts 
to promote local economic 
development activities 

such as composting,” MMC for 
Environment and Waste Management 
Services Cllr Khosi Mabaso said.  
 
The sites are open seven days per 
week, including public holidays except 
on Christmas day.

During the months from April to 
September the sun sets earlier and it 
becomes too dark and unsafe for the 
public and staff due to reduced 
visibility. Therefore, the operating 
hours for the sites are categorized into 
two, i.e. winter/other, and 
summer/other periods of the year as 
follows: 

The City of Ekurhuleni’s waste disposal sites and mini disposal sites are now open after the lockdown closures, and 
residents can now dump limited general and non-hazardous solid waste for free.

WASTE FOR FREE
DUMPING SITES OPEN,
RESIDENTS  CAN DUMP LIMITED

He warned against being reckless when one chooses 
friends. Young people need to choose their friends wisely. 
You need to have friends who have similar values, who can 
stretch, motivate and encourage you to be a better person 

said Motsoagae.

“I’d like to encourage youngsters especially those 
in matric to develop a study routine which enables 
them to study in short bursts. Trying to memorise 
a larger chunk of work can prove to be a difficult 
task said Motsoagae.”

He said, “I do enjoy the work I’m doing at the 
hospital. What inspires me most about my work is 
seeing progress being made of a patient who 

recovers from ICU to being able to walk again after their 
mobility that has been diminished due to sport injuries, 
motor accidents or post-operative surgeries.”

Physiotherapy involves helping patients to restore physical 
strength of joints, muscles and nerves. The need to offer 
professional assistance to patients suffering from 
challenges of physical health and movement has become 
an irresistible attraction to Dr Kamogelo 
Motsoagae. 

At only 24 years of age, this Springs born 
youngster is plying his trade at the Steve Biko 
Academic Hospital in Pretoria where he is doing 
community service in his profession as a physical 
therapist. 

A recipient of Ekurhuleni Community Bursary, he 
encourages young people from the City to focus 
on their studies despite the challenges posed by Covid-19.  
Motsoagae said, “The youth is the future of this nation. They 
need to have a dream and ensure that nothing distracts 
them from achieving that dream.”

Months Operating Hours
April to September      Daily from 07h00-18h00
October to March Daily from 07h00-19h00 

Pic: Dr Kamogelo Motsoagae from Springs encourage young people to invest in education.

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS 

Operating Expenditure

R36.9bn R4.8 m

The City of Ekurhuleni’s MMC for Finance and Economic Development Cllr. Doctor Xhakaza tabled the 2020/2021 Budget 
Speech on the 25 June 2020 in Germiston.   The R46,6 billion budget coincides with the City’s 20th year anniversary, and 
is marked by a track record of achievements and accolades.  These include but not limited to clean audits, best quality 
drinking water, excellent credit record as well as the recently acclaimed “best service delivering metro in Gauteng” 
accolade. 

Annual Budget for 2020/21 financial year is R46.6 billion, and is made up of the following: 

The budgeted operating expenditure (Opex) is R41.7 
billion and will be funded as follows:

Capital Expenditure 

The theme of the budget speech is “20 Years of a 
Responsive and Modern Public Service 
Partner That Fosters Change towards 
Building a Better Ekurhuleni” and is 
reflection of the City’s commitment to running a 
responsive, clean, people centered and accountable 
administration.  

The budget for the new financial year comes at time when 
the City, like the rest of the country, is adversely affected 
by Covid-19 pandemic especially in the area of revenue 
collection.  During the 2019/2020 financial year which 
came to an end on 31 June, the City suffered close to   
R1.2 billion in revenue loss.     However, during his speech, 
MMC Xhakaza reassured communities that the City will 
continue to provide quality, equitable and sustainable 
services to all people in formal and informal residential 
areas.

Revenue
generated
internally 

Grants

Assessment or
property rates

Sundry
tariffs

The following services provided
by third parties will however
witness increases: 

water tariff
increase 

increase on
sanitation 

increase electricit
depending on user 

Refuse
removal

x R513.2 R2.4bn R1.9bn

Revenue
generated
internally 

Government
Grants 

LoansNo borrowings
to fund Opex

In his speech MMC Xhakaza announced that based on numerous calls from concerned 
residents, there will be no tariff increase on municipal tariffs that are within the control of 
the City, such as: 

Burial and
Cemetery

Municipal
Bus Services 

Tariffs

15% 6.23%
to 8% 11% 

The capital budget for the 2020/2021 financial year is 
R4,9 billion and will be funded as follows:

EKURHULENI 2020/2021 BUDGET SPEECH 
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No tariff increase for:
• Library and information services;
• Library auditorium; and
•.Use of arts, culture and heritage facilities

Social package for 
144 000 registered 
indigents:
• 100% rebate on assessment rates;
• Free refuse removal;
• First 100kWh of electricity per month is free.
• First 9kl of water and sewer per month is free;
• Special rates on emergency services such

as ambulance and fire-fighting; and
• Free indigent burial.

Covid-19 Relief
The City is introducing the following 
interventions in order to minimise the effects 
brought by the lockdown on ratepayers:
• Suspension of interest on current arrear debt 
accrued from 01 April 2020 for a period of six 
months;
• Payment extensions;
• Debt payment can be arranged;
• No pre-termination and final notice fees;
• Assessment rates tariffs; and 
• Incentives are being introduced for those who
are paying their accounts on time. 

DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY (GDS 2055) 
FINANCING THE GROWTH AND

R116.6 million allocated for economic development 
projects and the key projects are:
• Reiger Park Enterprise Hub;
• Ekurhuleni Fresh Produce Market;
• Katlehong Automotive Hub and
• Labore Industrial Park.

In addition, the City budgeted R11 million for the 
Rhodesfield/ OR Ambo International link bridge and 
key projects include the Farm Release Programme, 
Tambo Springs Inland Port, Green Reef development, 
the R21 Logistics Corridor and the Gauteng IDZ. 

• R77 million allocated to EMPD and part of it will go 
towards recruitment of 500 new EMPD members and  
parading of 250 wardens.
• R106.7 m is allocated for the new financial year for the 
EMPD, Disaster and Emergency Services and will be 
utilised for construction of new precincts, fire stations, 
construction of vehicle registration centers and 
specialized equipment.  
• R18.3 million has been budgeted for the Department 
of Health in the MTREF and R4.2 million for the new 
financial year.
• An allocation of R245.3 million in the MTREF and 
R75.2 million for the financial year goes to the 
Department of Sports, Heritage, Arts and Culture.

• R5 Billion for development projects in the 40 
identified Strategic Land Parcels.

• R238 million for upgrading of municipal buildings to 
comply with occupational health regulations. 

• R80 million for the Ekurhuleni Community Enterprise 
Development. 

• R22 million grant funding will go towards EPWP 
which this year yielded 7086 work opportunities.

• 105 township business sites have been earmarked 
to boost township economy.

Re-urbanise 

Re-Generate

For human settlement, the City has allocated R2.4 billion for MTREF and close to R1.6 billion for 
the 2020/21 financial year.  The allocation will be spent on key projects such as John Dube, 
Daggafontein, Leeuwport, Tembisa Ext 25, Clayville, and Chief Albert Luthuli mega projects.  As 
part of the City’s efforts of achieving sustainable urban integration the following infrastructural 
investment are earmarked to the 2020/2021 financial year:

• R1.3 billion for the MTREF and R478 million for the 2020/2021 financial year for key projects 
such as completion of the Vosloorus and Bluegumview taxi ranks, and the construction of IRPTN 
bus stations, depots and proper stream-crossings.

• R97 million in the MTREF and R59 million in this financial year for the procurement of a new 
fleet, including new buses for the ease of movement of people between home and areas of work. 

• R2.1 billion in the MTREF and R668.9 million is allocated for Water and Sanitation in the 
2020/2021 financial year in order to ensure security of supply.

• R206 million allocated to ERWAT and R470 for maintenance of water networks.  

• R1.2 billion allocations for Energy to deal with power interruptions and outages.  The main areas 
of focus shall be illegal connections, cable theft, refurbishment of sub-stations and meter 
tampering.  R46 million has been allocated for Thokoza Infrastructure Programme.  

• R452.2 million has been allocated towards Roads and Stormwater for improvement of network 
and related infrastructure, and R562.8 million will spend on road refurbishments, potholes, 
patching and storm water maintenance.

The City is setting aside R705 million in the MTREF and 
R274 million for the 2020/21 financial year – for the Waste 
and Environmental Resources Management Department. 

• R68.9 million for the maintenance of landfill sites;
• R43.8 million for machinery and equipment;
• R74.3 million for new vehicles;
• R43.6 to catch-up with grass cutting;
• R11 million for litter picking; and
• R50.2 million for waste collection at mini-dumping sites. 

Other key projects include the development and 
upgrading of cemeteries and the rehabilitation of the 
Boksburg Lake.  

Re-Govern
In his Budget Speech MMC Xhakaza emphasized that the 
Growth and Development Strategy 2055 gives direction to 
building a City that is properly managed, efficiently 
resourced and financially sustainable.    The City has been 
able to save R76.1 million through cost containment 
measures. 

“In our efforts to keep up with the world of technology and 
related trade, we are allocating R1.3 billion in the MTREF 
in the area of ICT, with R632 million set aside for the new 
financial year” said MMC Xhakaza in his Budget Speech.   
Key projects for the 2020/2021 financial year include 
server upgrade, data centre upgrade, call centre 
refurbishment, fibre rollout and Enterprise Resources 
Planning, which is allocated R243 million. 

Re-Industrialise

Re-Mobilise

Other Key Programmes 
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Hand-held 
Thermometers 
Hand-held digital thermometers are used to measure 
people’s body temperature from a distance without any 
contact.  These devices are selling from R799 to R2000 
and have become popular due to their feature of 
enabling social distancing.   Most businesses now  use 
these devices as part of their COVID-19 preventive 
measures for both employees and customers.   In such 
instances, it is compulsory to take customer’s body 
temperature before they enter a store or business to 
check if their body temperature is not outside the 
prescribed limit.   Thermometers are also common in 
some households especially among pensioners   who 
resorted to buying the device in other to prevent 
themselves from possible infection. 

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNTIES 

COVID-19

The wearing of mask in public became mandatory from 
01 May 2020, when South Africa moved from level five 
lockdown measure to level three.   This led to a boom in 
fabric face mask in South Africa and the world at large.    
Businesses, individuals and informal traders responded 
to this market, and now that schools have reopened 
nationally, all learners are expected to wear face masks 
when coming to school.   This means that more than 50 
million people in the country are compelled to wear a 
face mask whenever they leave their homes, whether 
going to work, school, shopping or social visit.   Price 
ranges from as little as R15 for a plain mask to R80 for a 
branded mask. Entrepreneurs should strive to adhere to 
all regulations such as the approved specification, 
labour law and other related government regulations.   

Government is also encouraging businesses to buy 
locally manufactured face masks and small business 
can list their product on the Department of Small 
Business’s portal which list accredited suppliers. 

Government’s effort of preventing COVID-19 infections 
across the country saw the introduction of a national 
lockdown effectively from 26 March 2020.    Although 
most businesses have been affected negatively by the 
lockdown, some became flexible by adapting their 
assets and expertise in order to manufacture products 
such hand sanitizers and face masks.  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic led to closure of some 
businesses, however it also brought business 
opportunities which aspiring enterprises may take 
advantage.   The products and services outlined below 
in this text have been identified to be in high demand 
during the COVID-19, and economists envisage that 
such products are likely to remain in demand even post 
the COVID-19. In addition, these products do not 
require high capital start-up, can be sold or rendered 
from home and they form part of the government’s 
general   COVID-19 regulations, which individuals and 
organisations must adhere to. 

Face mask 

World renowned fashion brands such as Gucci and 
Prada have started manufacturing face-shields as part 
of their contribution towards preventing  the spreading of 
the COVID-19 virus.    Other businesses in industries not 
related to heath and occupational safety, have adapted 
their production line to manufacturing of personal 
protective clothing (PPE).  One such is PolyGen, a 
company that is based in the Rosslyn Automotive 
Supplier Park and specialises in manufacturing plastic 
parts for automotive component.  According Engineering 
News, PolyGel has entered the face shield industry.  
Ford Motor Company South Africa (FMCSA) is also 
reported to have commenced with production of 57 000 
face shields. In Japan, Toyota has also started 
manufacturing face shields.

Small businesses can also tap into this market by either 
enrolling for training or seek DIY methods of 
manufacturing face shields. 

Face shields

The South Africa government recommended that in 
order to limit the spread of the Covid-19 virus, people 
should wash their hands regularly with water and soap, 
or use a 70% alcohol content hand sanitizer.   All 
businesses are required by law, to comply with the 
lockdown regulations, which includes use of hand 
sanitizers.   Every individual, business, office or taxi 
must have sanitizers as part of their PPE.   Sanitizers 
are selling like hot cakes, to an extent that multinational 
companies such as Sasol, Distell, KWV and L’Oreal 
have responded to the high demand by either shifting to 
producing alcohol-based hand sanitizers or ingredients 
used in the manufacturing of saniters.

One example is Sasol, and it has been reported to be 
currently producing 50 million litres of ethanol annually 
and now intends to increase its supply in order to cater 
for the demand for ethanol by companies that produce 
hand sanitizers.    In addition, the demand has also 
overlapped to households as most households have 
started including sanitizers into their grocery list.   There 
is huge market for hand sanitizers where small 
businesses owners could either enter the retail market, 
or if they have professional skills  they may enter the 
manufacturing industry  which requires certain 
qualification. 

Hand Sanitizers 

Detergents and disinfection are also reported to be 
necessary ingredients for the prevention of the 
Corona-virus transmission.    In taxis, schools, clinics 
and hospitals, it is now a common practice to frequently 
clean surfaces such as counters, tables, door handles, 
chairs and toilets using detergents and disinfection, in 
order to reduce the spread of the virus.    Aspirant 
entrepreneurs can take advantage of this market by 
retailing, supplying or manufacturing these products. 

This refers to rendering a  service  of  cleaning and 
disinfecting fixed properties in order to kill gems and 
viruses, and charging customers for that services.  It is 
often done in homes, offices, hotels and fleet.  Some 
small businesses have already started with this service 
and took advantage of the requirement for schools to 
deep cleanse classes prior to commencement of 
classes. 

The demand for this service is likely to remain even 
during post corona as hygiene and safety are legal 
requirements from the Occupational Health and Safety 
Act 85 of 1993.

One of the requirements for businesses with frontline 
staff is to provide sneeze screen or face shield for 
employees.   Sneeze Screen are those transparent 
screen made of perpex material that are normally 
installed on office counters, cashiers or reception desks.  
Aspirant entrepreneurs can either manufacture or 
supply these products to businesses and government 
buildings that has high foot traffic such as supermarkets, 
hospital, liquor stores, supermarkets.   These are also 
likely to stay on the market even post Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Detergents and disinfection

Fogging and deep cleaning 

Sneeze Screen 
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The City’s efforts are geared towards 
supplementing the Gauteng 
Provincial Government’s goal of 
protecting these vulnerable people 
during lockdown. This follows 
President Cyril Ramaphosa’s 
announcement that the country be 
on a lockdown, effectively from 26 
March 2020, and people should 
observe social distancing, 
quarantine and social isolation. 
Speaking during a site-visit at the 
Coen Scholtz Recreational Centre in 
Kempton Park, Mayor Masina said 
the City is responding to the 
President’s call to make sure that all 
homeless people are catered for.  

“We made this facility available to 
house our people and in this facility 
alone there are 124 people who 
have been screened by our health 
professionals upon to their arrival to 
check their health status,” said the 
Executive Mayor. 

He further revealed that the facilities 
were carefully chosen to guard 
against compromising the 
government’s efforts of flattening the 
curve.  “I am happy that these 
facilities comply with the Covid-19 
regulations of social distancing and 
will assist in protecting our people,” 
said Mayor Masina.

Homeless persons have been 
identified as one of the most 

vulnerable groups to contract the 
disease as they are unable to 
observe regulations such as social 
distancing and self-quarantine as 
they sleep wherever they find a 
space. Their living conditions and 
poor health may place them at 
higher risk for contracting the 
disease, spreading it and at worst, 
dying from it. They do not have the 
basics, such as access to bathrooms 
and hot water and hand sanitizers; 
some sleep in trains or bus stations 
and as a result they are exposed to 
surfaces that could have been 
contaminated and this challenges 
government’s effort of flattening the 
curve.

It is against this background that 
CoE is supporting Gauteng Province 
to help prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus. “I am happy that as 
both local and provincial government

we are working with NGOs, including 
the Muslim community, to ensure 
that people who come here are well 
taken care of and being provided 
with medical care. All of them wash 
on a daily basis and receive three 
meals a day,” said Executive Mayor. 
He requested businesses, NGOs  
and other organisations to make 
donations towards these shelters. 
The City of Ekurhuleni’s Water and 
Sanitation Department has 
prioritised access to water and 
sanitation services in order to ensure 
that residents can practise good 
hygiene. It has provided the 
temporary homeless shelters with 
water tanks, chemical toilets - 
serviced once a week - washing 
basins and 100 water buckets.  In 
addition, the City’s social workers 
assess the temporary residents’ 
background with the intention to 
reunite them with families. 

In the fight against the spread of Covid-19 the City, led by Executive Mayor Cllr Mzwandile Masina, has 
answered the call by Gauteng Provincial Government by providing shelter for the homeless. The four shelters 
are situated at the Coen Scholtz Recreational Centre, Olifantsfontein Community Hall, Benoni Town Hal and 
the Bakerton Community Hall. They currently accommodate close to 600 homeless people from various 
towns and serve as decent shelter, providing food, clean water and health services to homeless people. 

DURING COVID-19
CITY PROVIDES 
SHELTER FOR HOMELESS

Beneficiaries of the shelter at the  Benoni Town 
all exercising through playing of soccer.12

MMC for Water and Sanitation Cllr Tiisetso Nketle together 
with representatives of the business alliance named Business 
for South Africa and the National Business Initiative donated 
hand washing units to families of Qalabosha Informal 
Settlement in Daveyton on Wednesday, 10 June. 

Qalabosha has been selected as one of the informal 
communities where social distancing is difficult to maintain, 
due the density of the dwellings. The City of Ekurhuleni is 
working relentlessly to ensure that all that can be done is 
indeed done to help citizens living in these circumstances. To 
date, water tanks have been distributed and erected across 
the length and breadth of the City to ensure access to clean 
drinking water and for washing of hands. This is in addition to 
ensuring that throughout the lockdown period no effort is 
spared in keeping the taps running in the City. The proper use 
of the hand-washing facility will assist the residents in 
contributing to the City’s plans to conserve water.
 
In her keynote address, MMC Nketle emphasized the 
importance of this initiative, saying: “Ekurhuleni is a 
partnership that works. Our communities as a municipality 
also belong to you as business. So we will continue to work 
together with business, through these public-private 
partnerships, in order for us to execute our shared 
responsibility to our communities”. In addition, a 
demonstration of the two units was undertaken during the 
launch, highlighting the ease of use of these durable, locally 
made hand washing facilities. 

These locally manufactured foot-operated hand washing 
facilities and portable hand washing units were distributed to 
underprivileged communities across the City.  The informal 
settlements, schools and social services buildings were 
prioritised.  

Hand sanitisers have been distributed as an emergency 
interim measure. 

CITY OF EKURHULENI
PUTS OUT ALL STOPS
TO FLATTEN
THE COVID-19
INFECTION CURVE  

The  05 June  is globally  commemorated as  
World Environment Day. Worryingly, over a 
million species are facing extinction according 
to United Nation’s Global Assessment Report 
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services. As 
such, the whole world marks this day to raise 
awareness and increase understanding of 
biodiversity conservation.  Biodiversity is 
variety of all species on earth, and the 
systems within which they function, and it 
comprises of different plants, animals and 
micro-organisms including the terrestrial, 
marine and freshwater ecosystems of which 
they are a part.  Though the wellness of 
plants, species, and the ecosystem within 
which they find themselves may not be an 
immediate concern for many, ultimately if 
biodiversity is not preserved, humans will also 
perish. Therefore, the City has joined the 
world to dedicate the month of June to raise 
awareness on preservation of biodiversity.  
This year’s theme, dubbed “Celebrate 
Biodiversity”, aims to spread awareness of the 
dependency of our food systems, nutrition 
and health on biodiversity and healthy 
ecosystems. The theme also celebrates the 
diversity provided by our natural systems for 
human existence and well-being. 

“The City’s open space systems and 
biodiversity is under severe pressure from 
both competing land uses and a shortage of 
resources. The continued growth of 
Ekurhuleni’s population and economy is 
increasing the pressure on available land. The 
City has some unique environmental assets 
worthy of protection. It is therefore critical to 
ensure long term persistence of biodiversity 
and ecosystem services, especially in the 
context of climate change and natural 
resource scarcity,” said the Member of the 
Mayoral Committee (MMC) for Environment 
Resources and Waste Management Services 
Cllr  Makhosazana Mabaso. 

Furthermore, MMC Mabaso said the main 
threats to our biodiversity particularly in the 
City include fragmentation and degradation of 
habitat; the spread of invasive species; 
unsustainable use of natural resources; 
climate change and changes to the aquatic 
environment and water flows. 

CITY COMMEMORATE
WORLD ENVIRONMENT
DAY FOR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT 
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The City of Ekurhuleni takes note of power interruptions in Thokoza and Phola Park largely due to illegal 
connections and meter bypass. The areas have a high rate of illegal connections by means of direct 
connection onto distribution pillars, streetlights and high mast lights which have resulted in about 63% of 
customers not buying electricity. This has consequently resulted in poor grid stability and grid sustainability, 
with a peak of electricity interruptions in winter months.

OUTAGES IN THOKOZA 

ILLEGAL ELECTRICTY
CONNECTIONS CAUSE 

The City has deployed various interventions, among 
them replacement of smaller and accessible electricity 
poles with taller (13m) poles and installation of prepaid 
meters. These measures have been met with fierce 
resistance by the community. However, considering the 
prohibitive costs of illegal electricity connections both to 
the City and other law-abiding citizens, these measures 
will continue.

The City replaces on average 15 faulty pole-mounted 
transformers yearly and mostly during May to August in 
the area. 

The cost of repairs to cables, mini substations, pole 
mounted transformers, overhead lines, circuit breakers, 
fuses and substation equipment range between R 5 000 
000 and R 7 000 00 per annum excluding refurbishment, 
revenue enhancement and network enhancement costs. 
This is in addition to over R60 million estimated loss of 
revenue due to bypassed electricity meters.

The City will continue with unannounced raids to 
disconnect illegal connections and stabilise the 
electricity supply in the area.  

A budget of about R46 million will be spent in the next 
financial year on the electricity infrastructure in the area. 
The affected communities are urged to corporate with 
the City in isolating rogue elements who are 
spearheading illegal connections and community 
resistance to disconnections. The grid can only provide 
reliable supply if it is not tampered with or overloaded 
with illegal connections.

Members of the community can call the City’s Anti-Fraud 
and Corruption hotline on 0800 102 201 to report illegal 
connections. The City runs an indigent programme for 
households that are unable to pay for their electricity as 
well as sufficient water, basic sanitation, refuse removal 
and supply of basic energy.

The benefits enjoyed by those who are registered on the 
indigent programme include the following free services: 
• Water – 9kl
• Sewer – 9kl
• Electricity – 100kwh
• Refuse removal
•,Property rates in line with newly Cadopted municipal 
property rates Cpolicy

The Harambee buses are back on the road in line with 
the reduced restriction of Level 4 lockdown.   The 
services were suspended when the Level 5 lockdown 
was declared by President Cyril Ramaphosa on 23 
March.    The number of buses on the road have been 
increased to make up for reduced 45 passenger-seating 
capacity per trip to allow for social distancing. Inside the 
buses, passengers are only allowed to sit on the 
demarcated seats only. They only stand on the marked 
floor areas.  

  Smart cards and tickets are sold at all stations on the 
route.   In line with Level 4 Covid-19 Lockdown  

restrictions, it is compulsory for everyone using any 
ofthe municipality’s buses to wear a face mask or any 
form of material covering mouth and nose.  Passengers 
are screened and sanitized before boarding, and If a 
passenger has fever or flu-like symptoms they are 
advised to get medical help.  

The compulsory wearing of face masks or any 
appropriate item to cover mouth and nose in all public 
spaces and public transport is prescribed by Section 5.1 
of the National Disaster Management Act Regulations 
gazetted on 29 April.  The route to the OR Tambo Airport 
will remain suspended until further notice.  

OPENING OF CITY OF EKURHULENI LICENSING SERVICES 

The City of Ekurhuleni has  
opened  its licensing centres as 
provided for in the Level 3 
regulations for the covid-19 
lockdown. Currently, measures 
for hygiene, disinfection 
control, social distancing and 
sanitizing are being put in 
place. 

Validity period of licences: 
Government Gazette 
No.43339 dated 20 May 2020 

All learner’s licences, driving 
licences, temporary driver’s 
licences, motor vehicle licence discs, 
temporary permits, roadworthy 
certificates and professional driving 
permits that expire during the period 
that commenced from 26 March 
2020 up to and including 31 May  
2020 are deemed to be valid 

and their validity period is further 
extended with 90 days from 01 June 
2020.

Motor Trade number licenses that 
expire during the period that 
commenced from 26 March 2020 up 
to and including 31 May 2020 are 
deemed to be valid and are 
extended for a further grace period 
of six months from the date of 
publication of these directions. 

HARAMBEE BUSES ARE BACK ON THE ROAD  

Harambee commuters screened
and sanitised as they get into the bus.
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