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As part of continuous engagements with the business community, a 
City Meets Business (CMB) engagement took place on 10 September 
2019, the fi rst interaction for 2019/20 fi nancial year.

The focus this time around was on the Ekurhuleni Small Scale 
Embedded Generators (SSEG) Policy and the Ekurhuleni Power 
Generation Programme. MMC for Water, Sanitation and Energy Cllr 
Tiisetso Nketle, senior municipal offi cials and representatives of both 
big and small businesses attended this information sharing session. 

Under discussion was the implementation of the SSEG Policy that will 
guide installation of embedded generators into the City’s electricity 
grid.  Through this policy, residential, commercial or industrial sites will 
be able to generate power less than, or equal to 1MW/1000kW, which 
can be consumed directly at the site by consumers.   

According to Tshilidzi Thenga, Divisional Head for Energy, the City 
has an obligation to embrace low-carbon energy as well as promote 
green economic growth opportunities; the SSEG is one of the tools to 
achieving this. 

“We have been inundated with requests to allow electricity consumers 
to connect SSEGs to the electricity grid due to, amongst others, 
heightened environmental awareness, dramatic increases in the price 
of electricity, rapidly decreasing costs of photovoltaic (PV) panels, the  
risk of national power blackouts, and this policy will enable a viable 
market for the renewable energy products,” explained Thenga.

v“In order for the City to control and safeguard the installation, a policy 
is needed for the development and implementation of guidelines 
for embedded generation installation, subsequently amending the 
Electricity By-laws,” said Thenga.    

Mark Wilson, HoD for the Department of Energy said 
the City’s Energy and Climate Change Strategy 
intends to diversify energy supply to include 
renewable and cleaner energy sources with a 
target of 10%.   

To achieve this, the City recently requested 
through a bid programme, proposals from the 
Private Power Developers on the Renewable 
Power Plants (RPPs) technologies to connect 
to the existing electrical network grid.  

“The City plans to purchase 
through the program 
683MW from local 
power producers who 
will be using different 
technologies over a 
period of 20 years,” 
said Wilson.   

The City went out on tender seeking competitive proposals from 
potential power producers to enter into a partnership through several 
Power Purchase Agreements (PPA) for a period of at least 20 years 
at rates equal to, or less than Eskom’s Megafl ex tariff. 

POWER PARTNERS MODEL
ENERGISING

MMC for Water, Sanitation and Energy Cllr Tiisetso Nketle 
addressing delegates during the City Meets Business session 

Some of the business delagates in the energy industry attending the session  
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A LOOK AT WAYS TO FUND YOUR BUSINESS
The South African government, both nationally and locally, has exiting 
funding opportunities mainly intended to assist small businesses.   
Aspiring entrepreneurs who find funding as the major hurdle impeding 
them from opening their businesses may explore the following cash-
based and non-monetary support provided by the City of Ekurhuleni 
as well as other state-owned entities. 

GRANT-IN-AID 
For the 2019/2020 financial 
year the City has budgeted 
R40m for the Grant-In-Aid 
programme that is intended 
to benefit at least 130 
social entrepreneurs.   The 
Grant-in-Aid funding is one 
of the City of Ekurhuleni’s 
development programmes 
set to financially assist emerging businesses that share a common 
mission of improving the quality of life for residents of the City.   

In his 2019 State of City Address, the Executive Mayor Cllr 
Mzwandile Masina reported that the City’s Grant-In-Aid programme 
has produced 1 521 beneficiaries at a total allocation value of R100 
million. 

The Ekurhuleni Grant-in-Aid is awarded to institutions or 
organisations within the boundaries of the City that need funding 
to impact their communities in various ways, including promoting 
socio-economic participation, particularly by the previously 
disadvantaged persons. Another factor for granting of the Grant-
in-Aid is creation of sustainable jobs and skills development in the 
following priority areas:
•	Sports, Recreation, Arts and Culture (SRAC) and Social Cohesion 
•	Local Economic Development and Sustainable Job Creation 
•	Health and Social Development 

Application forms are available at all Customer Care Centres 
and Grant-in-Aid Administrative Support office at head office 
in Germiston.  The closing date for 2019/20 financial year is 29 
November 2019. 

Small Enterprise Finance Agency (SEFA) 
The Small Enterprise Finance Agency (SEFA) is a government 
entity owned by the Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) that 
provides financial products and services to qualifying small medium 
and micro enterprises (SMMEs) as well as co-operatives in the 
services, manufacturing, agriculture, construction, mining and 
green industries.    SEFA’s main   task is to among others, provide 
SMMEs and co-operatives with access to finance by delivering 
wholesale and direct lending credit facilities or products, providing 
credit guarantees to SMMEs and co-operatives.  

The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) 
Incentive Schemes 
The dti provides financial 
support to qualifying 
companies in various 
sectors of the economy. 
Financial support is offered 
for various economic activities, including manufacturing, business 
competitiveness, export development and market access, as well 
as foreign direct investment.   The DTI’ incentive schemes includes 
but not limited to the following areas 
•	 Agro-Processing Support Scheme (APSS);
•	 Automotive Investment Scheme (AIS);
•	 Black Industrialists Scheme (BIS);
•	 Capital Projects Feasibility Programme (CPFP);
•	 Critical Infrastructure Programme (CIP);
•	 Clothing and Textiles Competitiveness Programme (CTCP) ;
•	 Export Marketing and Investment Assistance (EMIA);
•	 Film and Television Production Incentives: 
•	 Global Business Services Incentive; 
•	 Innovation and Technology Funding instruments;
•	 Manufacturing Investment Programme (MIP); and
•	 Production Incentive (PI).

Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) 
The IDC is a state-owned entity of the national Economic 
Development Department established to promote economic growth 
and industrial development.  It provides funding to businesses in the 
following industries: 
•	 Agro-processing & agriculture
•	 Chemical products & pharmaceuticals
•	 Basic & specialty chemicals
•	 Clothing & textiles
•	 Heavy manufacturing 
•	 Light manufacturing
•	 Media & audio visuals
•	 New industries
•	 Tourism
•	 Automotive & transport 

equipment
•	 Industrial infrastructure

Contact Details:

EGSC 
Grant-In-Aid office  

Corner Cross and Rose Streets, 
Germiston 

1401 

Tel 011 999-0794

IDC Contact  Details: 

19 Fredman Drive, Sandown  
PO Box 784055 

Sandton  
2146

Tel: (011) 269 3116  
Call Centre: 0860 693 888 
Email: callcentre@idc.co.za

For more information 
visit www.thedti.gov.za 

SEFA Contact Details: 
Head office: 

c/o Olievenhoutbosch Road 
& Jean Avenue, 

Byls Bridge Office Park, 
Highveld x73, Doringkloof, 

Centurion, 0157

Tel: 012 748 9600
Website: www.sefa.org.za

Ekurhuleni Regional Office: 
18 Voortrekker Road, 
Ekurhuleni Business 

Facilitation Network Center 
Kempton Park, 

1619 

0671338812 / 067 272 4131 
sefagpeast@sefa.org.za
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The City is steaming ahead with its rapid land release programme 
with 56 farms valued at R120 million released to local smallholder 
and subsistence farmers.

Over 1 000 hectares of land is to be released to beneficiaries in 
a programme that will generate about R200 million revenue for 
the City through medium-term lease in addition to other immense 
economic benefits. In addition, the programme is set to increase job 
opportunities as well as improve food security.

The City’s agriculture development and support programme, of which 
the rapid land release is a part of, covers five key elements set to 
transform and grow the agriculture and agro-processing sector in 
Ekurhuleni as farmers will be assisted with access to Council-owned 
land, technical support, skills development, access to funding and 
access to markets and off-take agreements. 

Economic partnership agreements with private sector companies, 
government agencies, development financial institutions (DFIs), 
industry bodies, farmers’ associations, research institutions and 
training organisations are being finalised. 

The collaboration will support the City’s intent to position Ekurhuleni 
as the preferred investment destination for urban agriculture and 
agro-processing, in order to strengthen the City’s competitiveness in 
attracting foreign direct investment (FDI), direct domestic investment 
(DDI) and creating jobs. 

Around R14 million has been set aside in the current financial year 
for the services of researchers and economists to provide support to 
the programme.

Executive Mayor Cllr Mzwandile Masina announced earlier this year 
during his 2019 State of the City Address (SOCA) that the City will 
release the agricultural farms to stimulate economic growth, create 
jobs and contribute to development of emerging farmers, while 
transforming the sector.  

The tender calling for proposals opened on 13 September, and was 
followed by a briefing session held recently at Germiston Civic Centre 
which was  attended by more than 250 aspiring farmers.

Waste removal functions have been enhanced to eradicate 
backlogs, particularly in Kempton Park which has 
experienced more interruptions than other areas within the 
City of Ekurhuleni. 

The City developed a plan to turn around the situation and 
deliver waste removal services of a standard expected 
by our customers. An additional 23 waste removal trucks 
will be added to the existing fleet in November. Vehicle 
tracking technology will be implemented across the fleet 
to constantly monitor for functionality, location, and driving 
patterns to ensure optimal use. Vehicles and personnel will 
be rerouted to areas in need of more resources whenever 
backlogs accumulate in any specific area. 

Working with organised labour, the City will review roles 
and responsibilities of affected personnel to enhance 
capacity. The standby mechanics will be activated to 
reduce the impact of vehicle breakdowns, and two-way 
radio communication technology will be used to reduce 
the length of response time to complaints and requests for 
rerouting of vehicles. 

Waste removal staff will be re-assigned to different teams 
whenever they are affected by breakdowns, instead of 
working in depots, to minimise backlogs and the need for 
overtime work.

“We are putting all measures and resources in place to rid 
ourselves of the persistent waste removal challenges, 
and we are confident that the measures we have put 
in place will be adequate to result in uninterrupted 
services,” said MMC for Environment and Waste 
Management Cllr Khosi Mabaso. 

The services of private waste removers have 
been sought through open bidding, and the 
Supply Chain Management process will be 
concluded in November. In the meantime, a 
contract that is already in place for some areas will 
be extended to cover Kempton Park as and when the 
need arises. 

A Joint Operations Centre that sits 
bi-weekly has been established 
to monitor progress and 
implementation of the 
recovery and turnaround 
plan, while fast-tracking 
i n t e r - d e p a r t m e n t a l 
communication for 
quicker response time to 
bottlenecks. 

EKURHULENI RAPID LAND RELEASE  
IS SET IN MOTION

WASTE REMOVAL CAPACITY BEEFED UP
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Ekurhuleni to turn Germiston
into a modern African city

● To page 2

Germiston will in future
be regarded as the
gemstone of
Ekurhuleni. This in line

with the current administration’s 
vision under the leadership of 
Executive Mayor Mzwandile 
Masina, that of turning Germiston 
into the Sandton City of Ekurhuleni 
(CoE).

The City of Ekurhuleni aims to 
revamp Ekurhuleni’s 
administrative capital Germiston 
and turn it into a modern African 
city that can drive the region’s 
ambitious plans.

The City, through its Real Estate 
Department, is working on 
infrastructure projects earmarked 
to give the Germiston precinct a 
new face-look incorporating 
modern architectural designs 
blended with heritage.

The Germiston Precinct 
Development project was

developed by Ekurhuleni in 2014
and is intended to redevelop a
civic precinct area for Germiston
to function as the administrative
capital of the CoE. It also aims to
develop a unified civic character, a
civic axis and two public spaces
along Queen Street, ultimately
linking the President Station and
the Germiston Lake to the Civic
complex .

Though the civic administrative
capital is the dominant character,
the complex comprises projects
such as housing, city library, hotel,
parking garage, park (public
space) facilities, road
infrastructure upgrading and new
mixed-use development. The CoE
is also upgrading existing
buildings such as the EGSC and
the Civic Centre; which will
strengthen and support the
development of this precinct.

The municipality has massive plans to turn
Germiston into its gemstone

PROJECT PACKAGE

This is a list of projects to
be implemented in
Germiston Civic Precinct.
They are divided into two
groups, namely primary
projects and secondary
projects.
Primary projects consist of
residential and parking
garage, the Germiston
CCC, Mixed-Use building
(retail and commercial),
hotel and public square and
street upgrading.
The secondary projects are
the magistrates court, the
August Simmer building and
the Germiston Civic Centre
Tower (head office
building).
The numbering shows
where each project will be
positioned on the ground.
The numbering doesn’t
necessarily show the
sequence of the
implementation processes
of the particular projects.

GERMISTON CIVIC 

PRECINCT PROPOSED 

DEVELOPMENTS

1 Multi-level Parkade and 

Conferencing

2 Knowledge Centre

3 SAAME Building

4 Spilsbury Building

5 Mixed-use Development 

6 Civic Square (OPEN SPACE)

7 New Magistrate Square

8 August Simmer Building

9 Civic Tower

10 People’s Square (OPEN SPACE)

CELEBRATING WOMEN IN MANUFACTURING

In his 2019 State of City Address Executive Mayor Cllr Mzwandile 
Masina affirmed the City’s commitment to supporting businesses 
owned by women, young people, and persons with disabilities.

Womens’ Month also gave the City the opportunity to recognise 
women who broke the “norm” by pursuing businesses in mainly male-
dominated industries, such wood manufacturing.   One such woman is 
Nomsa Nkuna, member South African Dream Potters (SADP).  

SADP is a local co-operative with six permanent employees, and 
specialises in manufacturing wooden furniture and products such 
as chests of drawers, kitchen units, built-in cupboards and wood 
accessories.  The company is based in Thembisa and has been in 
existence for three years.   
Nkuna (47), Executive Director for SADP, also hails from Thembisa, 
and says ‘I have worked so hard for the past three years to get where I 
am today’. Her interest was initially in a small pottery business, having 
been introduced to the co-operative in 2016. Her dreams expanded 
as she decided to embark on a manufacturing industry. She received 
training on co-operatives management through the Department of 
Small Business Development (DSBD), a government initiative aimed 
at empowering small and medium business owners and answering 
the ‘What, Why, and When’ of co-operatives.   

The City’s Economic Development identified SADP as one of the 
successfully managed co-operative with the potential to create jobs 
for local people. The company benefitted from the City’s economic 
development programmes and received a Grant-in-Aid funding to the 
tune of R100 000, which was used to buy a utility vehicle for day-
to-day operations. SADP is also supported by the City in providing 
office space and a workshop at the Thembisa Industrial Business 
Hive facility.  This helps SADC gain a competitive advantage in being 
able to charge less as they enjoy relief from overheads such as rent, 
electricity and municipal taxes.  

Nkuna is responsible for the daily operations and reports to the board 
of six directors, and acknowledges that the City has contributed in 
saving their co-operative from closing down.  

“The City has been supportive and played a vital role in the success of 
our co-operative through providing financial support, and the greatest 
gift was the provision of office space to ensure smooth running of day-
to-day operations,” said Nkuna.  

Ekurhuleni introduced the co-operative to the Gauteng Enterprise 
Propeller (GEP), which provided them with a R45 000 grant that 
was used to buy office equipment. SADP’s first big project was in 
2017 at the upmarket Blue Valley Golf Estate in Midrand. A property 
development company sub-contracted SADP to manufacture and 
install cupboards and kitchen units in each house they built. SADP 
has also participated at the South African Defence Force exhibition 
in Pretoria where they received recognition which paved their way to 
participating at the South African Italy Indaba in 2017.

The secret to success
Nkuna strongly believes that training is important to the success of 
any business. She attended every training opportunity she available 
and, at times, would walk long distances when she didn’t have the 
fare for transport.  

“There were times when I did not use the reason of not having 
transport fares as an excuse to not attend training sessions, I would 
rather walk long distances as I viewed training as a gateway to my 
vision,” said Nkuna.  

SADP Vision 
“In the next five years, we aim to open our SADP 
furniture warehouse with furniture shops in and around 
South Africa and employ over 50 permanent employees. 
Lastly, our aim is to give thanks to the City of 
Ekurhuleni through giving back to the community 
and ensuring that our bulk manufacturing 
remains compliant to the community’s safety,” 
said Nkuna.

Message to women out there 
“As difficult as it is owning and running a 
business as a woman, it is much more difficult 
in a male dominated industry. The ability to live 
and work through principles is very important and 
allows an individual to focus on positive things.” 

Nomsa Nkuna, managing director of 
SADP Co-operative aims for market 
growth 
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MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT & HOTEL

Parking lot to become a
24-hour civic precinct

PROJECT LOCATION AND CONCEPT

The proposed hotel development is 
aimed at providing high-quality ho-
tel accommodation within the Civic 
Precinct. It is aimed to contribute 
positively to the public environment 
of the civic precinct, though it is 
commercially driven. It should also 
promote the development of this 
precinct as a 24 hour use/activity 
precinct .
This proposed development should 
also activate the public spaces and 
streets abutting it; focusing activity 
towards these public spaces (Peo-
ple ’s Square and Civic Square). 
The site is located to the south west 
of the proposed city library. This fa-
cility should also promote positive 
interaction and activity with the li-
brary located to its north east. These 
two buildings (City Library and Ho-
tel) should function as public facili-
ties within the public space; the one 
commercially driven (Hotel) with a 
public accessible ground floor and

INSIGHTS: CITY OF EKURHULENI

Project structure
A Public Private Partnership to
design, construct, finance,
operate and maintain the
facilities for a specified period of
time, after which ownership of
the facilities reverts back to the
City of Ekurhuleni.

Indicative timing
• Procurement of land: 2020/21
• Feasibility study: 2019/20
• Issue of RFP by the City: 2022
• Appointment of private party:
2022
• Completion and occupation:
2023/25
• Investment value: R 280m.

the second a public facility (City Li-
brary) with the public space as 
ground floor. 

Project Composition:
The proposed project includes the 
development of a hotel and associ-
ated facilities. The associated facili-
ties could include retail and restau-
rant land uses on the ground floor, 
promoting external public interac-
tion and inclusion.

Purpose of the project
Redevelopment of an existing
parking lot area into a good
quality residential,
retail/commercial and office
facilities.
To introduce additional use of
residential opportunities and
other land uses that facilitate
the use of the Civic Precinct on
a 24-hour basis.
To promote active edges and
activation of public
spaces/streets. This land is
privately owned. However, the
City intends on acquiring the
land by 2019/2020.

Key features
Retails: 634m²
Offices: 7,490m²
Residential: 2,932m²
Parking bays: 235
Investment value: R280m

Project Structure
A Public Private Partnership to
design, construct, finance,
operate and maintain the
facilities for a specified period of

time, after which ownership of
the facilities reverts to CoE.

Indicative Timing
Procurement of land: 2020/21
Feasibility study: 2019/20
Issue of RFP: 2022/2022
Appointment of private party:
2022/22
Completion and occupation:
2023/25

Bulk areas
Erf area 1 983m²
Minimum height 6 storeys
Footprint 1 306m²

Hotel Amenities
Storeys 1.5
Bulk 2 974.5m²

Hotel Rooms
Storeys 4.5
Bulk 8 923.5 m²
Parking bays 152
Basement parking
area 4 172m²

Hotel Units
Unit area 50m²
Total area 7 584.98m²
Number of units 152

SPILSBURY mixed-use buildings & 
residential: Mixed used development

Project outline

Purpose of the project
The new magistrate’s court will
be a higher-security courthouse
with a secure link to the adjacent
police station and cell block.

Key Features
Erf area: 4,894m²
Minimum height: five storeys
Courtrooms: 3,259m²
Offices: 9,767m²
Cell blocks: 480m²
Parking bays: 326
Basement parking area: 8,962m²
Investment value: R525m

Project Structure
A possible Public Private
Partnership.

Indicative Timing
Design and finance: 2020/2021

Purpose of the project
Provision of high-quality office
accommodation that will
emphasise the Lambert Street
entry point into the Civic
Precinct.
Creation of active edges on the
ground floor towards the public
streets and squares
surrounding it.
This project is also not included
as a primary project for
development within the Civic
Precinct. However, it proposed
the secondary project/s that
will be developed to further
expand and contribute to the
Civic Precinct.

Key Features
Erf area: 1,996m²
Minimum height: nine storeys
Footprint: 1,234m²
Parking bays: 166
Basement parking area:
4,818m²
Investment value: R325m

Project Structure
Funded directly from municipal
capital expenditure budgets.

Indicative Timing
Feasibility study: 2019/2020
Issue of RFP by the City:
2020/2021;
Appointment of a contractor:
2021/2022;
Completion and occupation:
2023/2024.

A high-security
structu re

NEW MAGISTRATE SQUARE AUGUST SIMMER BUILDING

A high-quality
office structure

Hotel, library set to add to the area’s upgrade

4 September 27 2019 - SUNDAY TIMESBusiness Day

office block for the city and
will accommodate 235 City
officials .
It will also house Germiston
Customer Care Centre where
residents will get all services
provided by the city with face-
to-face assistance by officials.
Among the departments that
will be housed at the SAAME
Building will be Water &
Sanitation, Roads &
Stormwater, Energy &
Electricity, City Planning,
Human Settlements and
Customer Relations
Management .
Once completed, the project
will stand as a modern
landmark of Germiston, and it
is expected to boost business
confidence in the area,
showing the private sector
that things are turning for
b etter.

INSIGHTS: CITY OF EKURHULENI

SAAME BUILDING & CUSTOMER CARE CENTRE

Upgrade set to turn old
building into a modern
landmark of Ekurhuleni

The Germiston CCC
project aims to
provide a customer
care centre for the

Germiston area by upgrading
the existing SAAME building
which is occupied by the City
of Ekurhuleni (CoE).

The building will be
upgraded to allow for
activation of the street level
and public interface along
Spilsbury Street, Queen Street
and the People’s Square to the
south of the building.

The aim is to provide for a
CoE public interface and
permeable ground floor
building, allowing for
unhindered public

access/flow at the ground 
floor of this building.

The ground floor will also 
include retail and commercial 
facilities in association with 
the CCC functions.

The upper floors of this 
building (9 storeys) will be 
developed as the CoE offices 
and CCC-related office space.

PROJECT
COMPOSITION:
This project development 
includes the development of a 
CCC centre, offices and retail 
facilities (lager on ground 
floor level).
The total land use allocation 
per component of this project

is 6.7% (235m²) retail use and 
93.3% (3,294m²) office use. 
Note should be taken that the 
retail together with the CCC 
Centre (CoE public interface) 
will be on the ground floor 
and allow for activation of the 
streets and public spaces 
surrounding it, by facing 
activity to the public 
environment and allowing 
free movement through the 
ground floor of this building. 
Construction of the City of 
Ekurhuleni ’s state-of-the-art 
building, which will house 
some of the city’s 
departments, is taking shape 
in the Germiston CBD.
The new building is located at 
the corner of Spilsbury and 
Queen streets, where the 50-
year-old SAAME building 
once stood.
It will be used as the new

The new centre will be a hub for all
services for residents to access

AMONG THE DEPARTMENTS THAT
WILL BE HOUSED AT THE SAAME
BUILDING WILL BE

● Water & Sanitation,
● Roads & Stormwater,
● Energy & Electricity,
● City Planning,
●Human Settlements and
●Customer Relations Management.

A one stop shop
for customers

Purpose of the project
• The GEAR 2030 Urban Renewal Plan stipulates 
the following outcomes for the SAAME Building 
Upgrade:
• To provide for a Community Customer Care 
Centre (CCC) within the centre of Germiston.
• To allow for a public interface on ground floor
(and
• CCC centre) and offices on the upper floors (CoE 
offices and CCC related offices).
• To allow for the activation of the street level and 
public interface along Spilsbury Street, Queen 
Street and the Peoples Square to the south.
• To provide for a CoE public interface and 
permeable ground floor building.

Key features
• Personnel Seats – 235 (plus 36 additional seats
for current vacancies)
• Hot desk – 49
• Public seating - +100
• Average density - 1 person per 15 m2 (from
1:32m2)
• Investment value: c. R 135 mil

Project Structure
• Funded directly from municipal capital 
expenditure budgets
• Construction February 2018 to December 2019
• Current stage: Stage 5 Construction
• Completion and occupation: December 2019

An artist impression of the new SAAME Building and Germiston Customer Care Centre

An artist impression of the side-view of the new
Customer Care Centre in Germiston
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MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT & HOTEL

Parking lot to become a
24-hour civic precinct

PROJECT LOCATION AND CONCEPT

The proposed hotel development is 
aimed at providing high-quality ho-
tel accommodation within the Civic 
Precinct. It is aimed to contribute 
positively to the public environment 
of the civic precinct, though it is 
commercially driven. It should also 
promote the development of this 
precinct as a 24 hour use/activity 
precinct .
This proposed development should 
also activate the public spaces and 
streets abutting it; focusing activity 
towards these public spaces (Peo-
ple ’s Square and Civic Square). 
The site is located to the south west 
of the proposed city library. This fa-
cility should also promote positive 
interaction and activity with the li-
brary located to its north east. These 
two buildings (City Library and Ho-
tel) should function as public facili-
ties within the public space; the one 
commercially driven (Hotel) with a 
public accessible ground floor and

INSIGHTS: CITY OF EKURHULENI

Project structure
A Public Private Partnership to
design, construct, finance,
operate and maintain the
facilities for a specified period of
time, after which ownership of
the facilities reverts back to the
City of Ekurhuleni.

Indicative timing
• Procurement of land: 2020/21
• Feasibility study: 2019/20
• Issue of RFP by the City: 2022
• Appointment of private party:
2022
• Completion and occupation:
2023/25
• Investment value: R 280m.

the second a public facility (City Li-
brary) with the public space as 
ground floor. 

Project Composition:
The proposed project includes the 
development of a hotel and associ-
ated facilities. The associated facili-
ties could include retail and restau-
rant land uses on the ground floor, 
promoting external public interac-
tion and inclusion.

Purpose of the project
Redevelopment of an existing
parking lot area into a good
quality residential,
retail/commercial and office
facilities.
To introduce additional use of
residential opportunities and
other land uses that facilitate
the use of the Civic Precinct on
a 24-hour basis.
To promote active edges and
activation of public
spaces/streets. This land is
privately owned. However, the
City intends on acquiring the
land by 2019/2020.

Key features
Retails: 634m²
Offices: 7,490m²
Residential: 2,932m²
Parking bays: 235
Investment value: R280m

Project Structure
A Public Private Partnership to
design, construct, finance,
operate and maintain the
facilities for a specified period of

time, after which ownership of
the facilities reverts to CoE.

Indicative Timing
Procurement of land: 2020/21
Feasibility study: 2019/20
Issue of RFP: 2022/2022
Appointment of private party:
2022/22
Completion and occupation:
2023/25

Bulk areas
Erf area 1 983m²
Minimum height 6 storeys
Footprint 1 306m²

Hotel Amenities
Storeys 1.5
Bulk 2 974.5m²

Hotel Rooms
Storeys 4.5
Bulk 8 923.5 m²
Parking bays 152
Basement parking
area 4 172m²

Hotel Units
Unit area 50m²
Total area 7 584.98m²
Number of units 152

SPILSBURY mixed-use buildings & 
residential: Mixed used development

Project outline

Purpose of the project
The new magistrate’s court will
be a higher-security courthouse
with a secure link to the adjacent
police station and cell block.

Key Features
Erf area: 4,894m²
Minimum height: five storeys
Courtrooms: 3,259m²
Offices: 9,767m²
Cell blocks: 480m²
Parking bays: 326
Basement parking area: 8,962m²
Investment value: R525m

Project Structure
A possible Public Private
Partnership.

Indicative Timing
Design and finance: 2020/2021

Purpose of the project
Provision of high-quality office
accommodation that will
emphasise the Lambert Street
entry point into the Civic
Precinct.
Creation of active edges on the
ground floor towards the public
streets and squares
surrounding it.
This project is also not included
as a primary project for
development within the Civic
Precinct. However, it proposed
the secondary project/s that
will be developed to further
expand and contribute to the
Civic Precinct.

Key Features
Erf area: 1,996m²
Minimum height: nine storeys
Footprint: 1,234m²
Parking bays: 166
Basement parking area:
4,818m²
Investment value: R325m

Project Structure
Funded directly from municipal
capital expenditure budgets.

Indicative Timing
Feasibility study: 2019/2020
Issue of RFP by the City:
2020/2021;
Appointment of a contractor:
2021/2022;
Completion and occupation:
2023/2024.

A high-security
structu re

NEW MAGISTRATE SQUARE AUGUST SIMMER BUILDING

A high-quality
office structure

Hotel, library set to add to the area’s upgrade

4 September 27 2019 - SUNDAY TIMESBusiness Day

office block for the city and
will accommodate 235 City
officials .
It will also house Germiston
Customer Care Centre where
residents will get all services
provided by the city with face-
to-face assistance by officials.
Among the departments that
will be housed at the SAAME
Building will be Water &
Sanitation, Roads &
Stormwater, Energy &
Electricity, City Planning,
Human Settlements and
Customer Relations
Management .
Once completed, the project
will stand as a modern
landmark of Germiston, and it
is expected to boost business
confidence in the area,
showing the private sector
that things are turning for
b etter.

INSIGHTS: CITY OF EKURHULENI

SAAME BUILDING & CUSTOMER CARE CENTRE

Upgrade set to turn old
building into a modern
landmark of Ekurhuleni

The Germiston CCC
project aims to
provide a customer
care centre for the

Germiston area by upgrading
the existing SAAME building
which is occupied by the City
of Ekurhuleni (CoE).

The building will be
upgraded to allow for
activation of the street level
and public interface along
Spilsbury Street, Queen Street
and the People’s Square to the
south of the building.

The aim is to provide for a
CoE public interface and
permeable ground floor
building, allowing for
unhindered public

access/flow at the ground 
floor of this building.

The ground floor will also 
include retail and commercial 
facilities in association with 
the CCC functions.

The upper floors of this 
building (9 storeys) will be 
developed as the CoE offices 
and CCC-related office space.

PROJECT
COMPOSITION:
This project development 
includes the development of a 
CCC centre, offices and retail 
facilities (lager on ground 
floor level).
The total land use allocation 
per component of this project

is 6.7% (235m²) retail use and 
93.3% (3,294m²) office use. 
Note should be taken that the 
retail together with the CCC 
Centre (CoE public interface) 
will be on the ground floor 
and allow for activation of the 
streets and public spaces 
surrounding it, by facing 
activity to the public 
environment and allowing 
free movement through the 
ground floor of this building. 
Construction of the City of 
Ekurhuleni ’s state-of-the-art 
building, which will house 
some of the city’s 
departments, is taking shape 
in the Germiston CBD.
The new building is located at 
the corner of Spilsbury and 
Queen streets, where the 50-
year-old SAAME building 
once stood.
It will be used as the new

The new centre will be a hub for all
services for residents to access

AMONG THE DEPARTMENTS THAT
WILL BE HOUSED AT THE SAAME
BUILDING WILL BE

● Water & Sanitation,
● Roads & Stormwater,
● Energy & Electricity,
● City Planning,
●Human Settlements and
●Customer Relations Management.

A one stop shop
for customers

Purpose of the project
• The GEAR 2030 Urban Renewal Plan stipulates 
the following outcomes for the SAAME Building 
Upgrade:
• To provide for a Community Customer Care 
Centre (CCC) within the centre of Germiston.
• To allow for a public interface on ground floor
(and
• CCC centre) and offices on the upper floors (CoE 
offices and CCC related offices).
• To allow for the activation of the street level and 
public interface along Spilsbury Street, Queen 
Street and the Peoples Square to the south.
• To provide for a CoE public interface and 
permeable ground floor building.

Key features
• Personnel Seats – 235 (plus 36 additional seats
for current vacancies)
• Hot desk – 49
• Public seating - +100
• Average density - 1 person per 15 m2 (from
1:32m2)
• Investment value: c. R 135 mil

Project Structure
• Funded directly from municipal capital 
expenditure budgets
• Construction February 2018 to December 2019
• Current stage: Stage 5 Construction
• Completion and occupation: December 2019

An artist impression of the new SAAME Building and Germiston Customer Care Centre

An artist impression of the side-view of the new
Customer Care Centre in Germiston
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KNOWLEDGE CENTER: LIBRARY, PLANETARIUM AND PLANNING HOUSE

World-class hub of learning for the 
community, students
Knowledge centre
to support local
demand for access
to information

The development of the city 
library is identified as the 
second catalytic project by 
the City of Ekurhuleni .

This project is aimed at providing a 
high-quality large inner city public 
facility such as the central city
l i brary. The project will be located 
at the intersection of Lambert 
Street and Queen Street. This site is 
occupied by the Davin Court and 
Queens Court residential 
apartment buildings .

A key component of this City 
Library is that it should be elevated 
(at least 4m), allowing for free-flow 
of pedestrians underneath the 
building, thereby linking the 
People ’s Square and the Civic 
Square to function as one public 
space; using public facilities to 
integrate public space.

The project entails the 
construction of a state-of-the-art 
City Library incorporating a 
knowledge and information centre 
that includes a Planetarium.

PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT
● Provision of a world-class City 
Library and planetarium, all housed 
in an iconic modern structure with 
a glass and steel architecture.
● This library/knowledge centre 
does not fall into any of the 
traditional categories of library such 
as regional, city, district, etc. 
However, it will in fact benefit all 
categories and serve not only the 
municipal or city community but a 
much wider community, catering for 
the specific needs of all age groups 
and ethnic backgrounds, supporting 
the local demand for access to 
information.
● Provision of a facility capable of 
presenting the most up-to-date 
astrological shows available along 
with real-time satellite imagery 
facilitated through its direct links to 
NASA, and also to suit multiple uses 
over and above its primary 
planetarium function, including 
lectures .
● The building is envisaged to be a 
landmark building comparable with 
some of the best modern library 
buildings in the world.

KEY DEVELOPMENT
F E AT U R E S :
Library : To make available all the
information, entertainment (within
limits), and resources possible to
every patron, regardless of age,
financial status or any other factors.
● To provide a quiet, safe place for
study, research, reading and
learning .
● To educate, inform and entertain
its patrons through programming
for all age groups.
● To protect the rights of all users,
including the right to visit the
library and check out any materials

(within certain requirements)
without judgment, censorship or
interference .
● To keep a collection of local
materials, such as newspaper
archives, genealogical records,
historic non-fiction, and fiction by
local authors, which may not exist
anywhere else.
Planetarium :
The function of the Planetarium is
threefold .
● It is an instructional facility for
students providing a variety of
programs designed to support the
studies of students in all grades
including university students.
● It will also serve as a theatre for
public planetarium presentations
on the weekends.
● The new Germiston Knowledge
Centre Planetarium will offer
planetarium presentations
especially designed to be of interest
to students of all grade levels and
the community.
● Each program will contain
spectacular visual effects and up-
to-date information on the 
assortment of topics that will be 
covered .
The goal in presenting these 
programs is to stimulate interest 
and curiosity in the universe by 
combining education and 
entertainment .
With a dome that is 12m in diameter 
and a capacity to seat over 100 
visitors, the planetarium will be one 
of the largest space science facilities 
in SA.

INSIGHTS: CITY OF EKURHULENI

KNOWLEDGE CENTRE OFFICE TOWER

Purpose of the project
• Provision of rental office space,
retail facilities and a gym.
• This Public Private Partnership
(PPP) forms part of the City
Library project.
• The City Library (or
Knowledge Centre) project
aims to provide a high-quality
large inner-city public facility. It
is located at the intersection of
Lambert Street and Queen
Street in Germiston.
• The project includes a library,
planetarium, retail and office
space.

Key features:
• Offices: 3,663m²
• Planning exhibition: 591m²
• Retail: 1,360m²
• Gym: 1,190m²
• Plant: 267m²
• Project structure
• A PPP to design, construct,
finance, operate and maintain

the facilities for a period of 20
years, after which ownership of
the facilities reverts to the City.
• Indicative timing;
• Issue of request for prosals by
the CoE: December 2020;
• Appointment of a private
party: October 2020;
• Completion and occupation:
November 2022.
ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
• Private party duties;

• Financing of the project;
• Design, building and operation 
of the facilities as per CoE 
specifications;
• Adherence to SLA and PPP 
agreement;
• Collection of revenue from 
other tenants and third parties;
• Payment for services; and
• Effective contract 
management of the PPP 
relationship.

A centre of
excel lence

An artist impression of the Knowledge Center, Library and Planning House
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GERMISTON CIVIC TOWER

More room for the civic
precinct ’s growing staff

This project has been
identified as an iconic
building development
of the Germiston Civic

Precinct. This building is to be 
inserted in the existing 
Germiston Civic Building
(southern boundary). It is not 
included as a primary project for 
development within the Civic 
Precinct .

However, it is proposed as the 
secondary project/s that could 
be developed to further expand 
and contribute to the precinct. 
This project has been identified 
by the Ekurhuleni Space 
Management Plan for 
development into additional 
office space for the City of 
Ekurhuleni (CoE), as an 
expansion for Germiston as the 
administrative capital of the 
CoE. This project could be 
developed by the CoE (or a 
developer) in parallel to the 
development of the Civic 
Precinct as identified in this 
Business Plan. This CoE office

Development is
set to add
additional office
space for the COE

accommodation should be of 
high quality and of iconic status 
as it emphasises the 
Administrative Capital within 
the Civic Precinct. The proposed 
development should also create 
active edges on the ground floor 
towards the public streets & 
squares surrounding it.

Project Composition: This 
project entails the development 
of additional office 
accommodation for the CoE that 
is located to the south east of the 
current Civic Precinct. The land 
is occupied by the Germiston 
Civic Centre, with available 
vacant space to the south of the 
Civic Centre where the building 
is to be inserted and linked to 
the existing Civic Centre. This 
land is owned by the CoE.

The existing council office 
space is not sufficient to cater 
for the current and future needs 
of the growing population of the 
City of Ekurhuleni. Additionally:

• More than half of the
current council staff is housed
in leased accommodation;

• There are increasing safety
concerns and traffic
management issues due to close
proximity to the schools,
residential and work;

• Existing buildings are
dilapidated and there are

INSIGHTS: CITY OF EKURHULENI

limited opportunities to improve
the environmental performance
and sustainability of the
buildings .

The intention is to bring all
corporate departments to
Germiston. Buildings outside
Germiston shall only house non-
corporate departments and
operational staff (e.g. depots).

Another challenge is that
under the current arrangement
the legislature and executive staff
are housed under one roof,
which is not an ideal solution.
Therefore, with the construction
of a new office facility / head
office (the Civic Tower), the
existing space occupied by the
executive mayor shall be vacated
and left to the legislature. The
new building shall accommodate
the executive mayor, the city
manager, the chief operating
officer as well as members of the
mayoral committee.

Construction of the Civic
Office Tower will result in the
following :

● All departments in the
corporate cluster can be
accommodated and head-
quartered in the same building;

● It will enable departments
in the corporate cluster to all
move to Germiston, thereby
improving efficiency and service
delivery ;

● When the officials m ove

over into a new Civic Tower
Building, it will free up the
present Head Office Building
(EGSC Building) for use by the
finance department;

● By moving the corporate
cluster departments to 
Germiston, space will be freed 
up, which will relieve the 
pressure on accommodating 
departments elsewhere in the 
City and eliminate the need for 
rental space; and

● Sufficient additional parking
space will be created to
accommodate add itional
officials .

Purpose of the project
Anchor the City’s vision to 
redevelop the Civic Precinct area 
of Germiston to function as the 
Administrative Capital of the 
metro
Provide good quality public spaces 
that offer a complete urban 
framework
Provision of office accommodation 
facilities to cater for Departments 
within CoE necessitated by 
current inadequacy of existing 
facilities, some of which are rented 
from third parties
Objective to house all corporate 
departments under one roof 
Separation of executive and 
political arms to separate 
accommodation facilities 
Currently inadequate parking 
facilities for CoE employees as 
well general public conducting 
business in the area

Key features
Accommodation for approximately 
1 077 staff members
Civic tower: 23 973 sqm office 
space & 10 899 sqm basement 
parking and services
Parkade: 1 064 bays (2.5
bays/100sqm), 48 520 sqm 
Conference facility: 3 347sqm 
gross building area
Retail facility: 3,500sqm of gross 
lettable area

Project Structure
A Public Private Partnership (PPP) 
to design, construct, finance, 
operate and maintain the facilities 
for a period of 25 years after which 
ownership of the facilities reverts 
to CoE

Indicative Timing
Issue of Request Fof Prosals by 
CoE: December 2020 
Appointment of private party: 
October 2021
Completion and occupation: 
November 2022

An artist impression of the Germiston Civic Tower building
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KNOWLEDGE CENTER: LIBRARY, PLANETARIUM AND PLANNING HOUSE

World-class hub of learning for the 
community, students
Knowledge centre
to support local
demand for access
to information

The development of the city 
library is identified as the 
second catalytic project by 
the City of Ekurhuleni .

This project is aimed at providing a 
high-quality large inner city public 
facility such as the central city
l i brary. The project will be located 
at the intersection of Lambert 
Street and Queen Street. This site is 
occupied by the Davin Court and 
Queens Court residential 
apartment buildings .

A key component of this City 
Library is that it should be elevated 
(at least 4m), allowing for free-flow 
of pedestrians underneath the 
building, thereby linking the 
People ’s Square and the Civic 
Square to function as one public 
space; using public facilities to 
integrate public space.

The project entails the 
construction of a state-of-the-art 
City Library incorporating a 
knowledge and information centre 
that includes a Planetarium.

PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT
● Provision of a world-class City 
Library and planetarium, all housed 
in an iconic modern structure with 
a glass and steel architecture.
● This library/knowledge centre 
does not fall into any of the 
traditional categories of library such 
as regional, city, district, etc. 
However, it will in fact benefit all 
categories and serve not only the 
municipal or city community but a 
much wider community, catering for 
the specific needs of all age groups 
and ethnic backgrounds, supporting 
the local demand for access to 
information.
● Provision of a facility capable of 
presenting the most up-to-date 
astrological shows available along 
with real-time satellite imagery 
facilitated through its direct links to 
NASA, and also to suit multiple uses 
over and above its primary 
planetarium function, including 
lectures .
● The building is envisaged to be a 
landmark building comparable with 
some of the best modern library 
buildings in the world.

KEY DEVELOPMENT
F E AT U R E S :
Library : To make available all the
information, entertainment (within
limits), and resources possible to
every patron, regardless of age,
financial status or any other factors.
● To provide a quiet, safe place for
study, research, reading and
learning .
● To educate, inform and entertain
its patrons through programming
for all age groups.
● To protect the rights of all users,
including the right to visit the
library and check out any materials

(within certain requirements)
without judgment, censorship or
interference .
● To keep a collection of local
materials, such as newspaper
archives, genealogical records,
historic non-fiction, and fiction by
local authors, which may not exist
anywhere else.
Planetarium :
The function of the Planetarium is
threefold .
● It is an instructional facility for
students providing a variety of
programs designed to support the
studies of students in all grades
including university students.
● It will also serve as a theatre for
public planetarium presentations
on the weekends.
● The new Germiston Knowledge
Centre Planetarium will offer
planetarium presentations
especially designed to be of interest
to students of all grade levels and
the community.
● Each program will contain
spectacular visual effects and up-
to-date information on the 
assortment of topics that will be 
covered .
The goal in presenting these 
programs is to stimulate interest 
and curiosity in the universe by 
combining education and 
entertainment .
With a dome that is 12m in diameter 
and a capacity to seat over 100 
visitors, the planetarium will be one 
of the largest space science facilities 
in SA.

INSIGHTS: CITY OF EKURHULENI

KNOWLEDGE CENTRE OFFICE TOWER

Purpose of the project
• Provision of rental office space,
retail facilities and a gym.
• This Public Private Partnership
(PPP) forms part of the City
Library project.
• The City Library (or
Knowledge Centre) project
aims to provide a high-quality
large inner-city public facility. It
is located at the intersection of
Lambert Street and Queen
Street in Germiston.
• The project includes a library,
planetarium, retail and office
space.

Key features:
• Offices: 3,663m²
• Planning exhibition: 591m²
• Retail: 1,360m²
• Gym: 1,190m²
• Plant: 267m²
• Project structure
• A PPP to design, construct,
finance, operate and maintain

the facilities for a period of 20
years, after which ownership of
the facilities reverts to the City.
• Indicative timing;
• Issue of request for prosals by
the CoE: December 2020;
• Appointment of a private
party: October 2020;
• Completion and occupation:
November 2022.
ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
• Private party duties;

• Financing of the project;
• Design, building and operation 
of the facilities as per CoE 
specifications;
• Adherence to SLA and PPP 
agreement;
• Collection of revenue from 
other tenants and third parties;
• Payment for services; and
• Effective contract 
management of the PPP 
relationship.

A centre of
excel lence

An artist impression of the Knowledge Center, Library and Planning House

6 September 27 2019 - SUNDAY TIMESBusiness Day

GERMISTON CIVIC TOWER

More room for the civic
precinct ’s growing staff

This project has been
identified as an iconic
building development
of the Germiston Civic

Precinct. This building is to be 
inserted in the existing 
Germiston Civic Building
(southern boundary). It is not 
included as a primary project for 
development within the Civic 
Precinct .

However, it is proposed as the 
secondary project/s that could 
be developed to further expand 
and contribute to the precinct. 
This project has been identified 
by the Ekurhuleni Space 
Management Plan for 
development into additional 
office space for the City of 
Ekurhuleni (CoE), as an 
expansion for Germiston as the 
administrative capital of the 
CoE. This project could be 
developed by the CoE (or a 
developer) in parallel to the 
development of the Civic 
Precinct as identified in this 
Business Plan. This CoE office

Development is
set to add
additional office
space for the COE

accommodation should be of 
high quality and of iconic status 
as it emphasises the 
Administrative Capital within 
the Civic Precinct. The proposed 
development should also create 
active edges on the ground floor 
towards the public streets & 
squares surrounding it.

Project Composition: This 
project entails the development 
of additional office 
accommodation for the CoE that 
is located to the south east of the 
current Civic Precinct. The land 
is occupied by the Germiston 
Civic Centre, with available 
vacant space to the south of the 
Civic Centre where the building 
is to be inserted and linked to 
the existing Civic Centre. This 
land is owned by the CoE.

The existing council office 
space is not sufficient to cater 
for the current and future needs 
of the growing population of the 
City of Ekurhuleni. Additionally:

• More than half of the
current council staff is housed
in leased accommodation;

• There are increasing safety
concerns and traffic
management issues due to close
proximity to the schools,
residential and work;

• Existing buildings are
dilapidated and there are

INSIGHTS: CITY OF EKURHULENI

limited opportunities to improve
the environmental performance
and sustainability of the
buildings .

The intention is to bring all
corporate departments to
Germiston. Buildings outside
Germiston shall only house non-
corporate departments and
operational staff (e.g. depots).

Another challenge is that
under the current arrangement
the legislature and executive staff
are housed under one roof,
which is not an ideal solution.
Therefore, with the construction
of a new office facility / head
office (the Civic Tower), the
existing space occupied by the
executive mayor shall be vacated
and left to the legislature. The
new building shall accommodate
the executive mayor, the city
manager, the chief operating
officer as well as members of the
mayoral committee.

Construction of the Civic
Office Tower will result in the
following :

● All departments in the
corporate cluster can be
accommodated and head-
quartered in the same building;

● It will enable departments
in the corporate cluster to all
move to Germiston, thereby
improving efficiency and service
delivery ;

● When the officials m ove

over into a new Civic Tower
Building, it will free up the
present Head Office Building
(EGSC Building) for use by the
finance department;

● By moving the corporate
cluster departments to 
Germiston, space will be freed 
up, which will relieve the 
pressure on accommodating 
departments elsewhere in the 
City and eliminate the need for 
rental space; and

● Sufficient additional parking
space will be created to
accommodate add itional
officials .

Purpose of the project
Anchor the City’s vision to 
redevelop the Civic Precinct area 
of Germiston to function as the 
Administrative Capital of the 
metro
Provide good quality public spaces 
that offer a complete urban 
framework
Provision of office accommodation 
facilities to cater for Departments 
within CoE necessitated by 
current inadequacy of existing 
facilities, some of which are rented 
from third parties
Objective to house all corporate 
departments under one roof 
Separation of executive and 
political arms to separate 
accommodation facilities 
Currently inadequate parking 
facilities for CoE employees as 
well general public conducting 
business in the area

Key features
Accommodation for approximately 
1 077 staff members
Civic tower: 23 973 sqm office 
space & 10 899 sqm basement 
parking and services
Parkade: 1 064 bays (2.5
bays/100sqm), 48 520 sqm 
Conference facility: 3 347sqm 
gross building area
Retail facility: 3,500sqm of gross 
lettable area

Project Structure
A Public Private Partnership (PPP) 
to design, construct, finance, 
operate and maintain the facilities 
for a period of 25 years after which 
ownership of the facilities reverts 
to CoE

Indicative Timing
Issue of Request Fof Prosals by 
CoE: December 2020 
Appointment of private party: 
October 2021
Completion and occupation: 
November 2022

An artist impression of the Germiston Civic Tower building
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Two shelters established for displaced persons in Katlehong, 
following the recent xenophobia attacks, are now closed. 

Humanitarian assistance was provided by the City, working with 
various NGOs, including food, clothing, metro police patrols and 
escorts for transport of the affected persons and delivery of their 
necessities. 

The NGOs included international migrations organisations such as 
International Organization for Migration (IMO), United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) and South African government 
departments to repatriate the affected foreign nationals, and to 
stabilise the security situation in the affected areas through both 
policing and community engagements. 

Altogether around 125 persons were repatriated to Mozambique, 
96 to Zimbabwe and 73 to Malawi in the past few weeks.  The few 
remaining displaced persons relied on their social networks and 
the safer environment in the region to return to their local areas of 
residence.   

“The City thanks all role-players who 
had hands on deck to assist in sheltering 
the displaced foreign nationals, and 
the overwhelming support from NGOs, 
churches and concerned individuals that 
came in the form of donations and other 
resources,” MMC for Community Safety Cllr 
Phaladi Mmoko said. 

EKURHULENI CONCLUDES  
SHELTERING AND REPATRIATION  
OF DISPLACED FOREIGN  
NATIONALS AND CLOSES  
SHELTERS

LOCAL DESIGNERS 
FLOURISH AT HERITAGE 

FASHION POP-UP 
MARKET

Twenty of Ekurhuleni’s best local designers made a roaring trade, exceeding 
their set targets during the heritage fashion pop-up market held at Springs 
Mall on Saturday, 14 September.

The platform, provided by the City in partnership with MRMMK Fashions and 
the Springs Mall, provided designers an opportunity to sell their products.

Mpumelelo Nkosi, a local designer from Katlehong specialises in designing 
accessories such as wrist watches, neck pieces and handbags using African 
print material layered with genuine leather.

“Business has been slow during the winter season, and I am glad that the 
organisers of this market gave us the opportunity to showcase our products 
just in time for the summer season. Many people will need colourful clothing 
and accessories for this season and being here positions us well to make 
good sales and secure big orders,” said Nkosi.

Designers benefited from the platform’s high visibility to consumers and the 
media that generated awareness for their brands.

MMC for Community Safety Cllr Phaladi Mmoko
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EKURHULENI YOUTH IN FASHION GET 
FINANCE AND METORSHIP BOOST

Five fashion entrepreneurs won a business incubation prize worth 
more than R100 000 during The Hook Up Dinner Ekurhuleni 
(THUDEkurhuleni) held recently at Germiston Lake.  

Through its Youth Directorate, the City partnered with THUD and 
other stakeholders like National Youth Development Agency (NYDA) 
to support the business of young people in Ekurhuleni. During the 
THUDEkurhuleni, the City and its stakeholders pledged financial and 
non-financial support to young entrepreneurs.

The network sessions take place monthly where the youth has an 
opportunity to pitch their ideas to experts and their peers. They are 
given advice on how to improve and grow their business from subject 
specialists. 

Divisional Head for the Youth Directorate Adv Modise Koetle said 
each month the sessions will have different themes for pitching that 
will change every month – with youth in agriculture being the theme 
for July. 

“THUDEkurhuleni gives young people in business a chance to 
network with their peers, experts, potential funders and customers. 
These sessions give young people access to the market, especially in 
the SMMES sector,” he said.

David Tlale, one of the country’s fashion heavyweights, urged 
participants to master the basics, identify their skills and refine them. 

“Go to fashion schools and companies that teach and produce the line 
of fashion you want to pursue and learn how they do what they are 
doing. Know the types of material they use and the purposes for which 
they use them,” Tlale said. He also advised young fashion designers 
to make use of mentors and learnerships to know the trade. 

Obed Letsoho from NYDA announced that his organisation will give 
five entrepreneurs who pitched on the day four vouchers for services 
such as business plans, marketing strategies and other essential 
services they need to grow their businesses. He added that NYDA will 
be giving mentoring services to these fashion entrepreneurs.

Letsoho said young people of Ekurhuleni can access the services of 
NYDA by logging onto www.nyda.gov.za or visiting its offices at 50 
Church Street, old Boksburg Magistrate Court.

They can also call the call centre on 0800 52 52 52.

Divisional Head for the Youth Directorate Adv Modise Koetle with the panel of fashion experts - Tumi Buys, Confidence Matshiva, David Tlale, 
Gift Senese, and the founder of The Hook Up Dinner (THUD) Selebogo Molefe - during THUDEkurhuleni.
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With the warmer weather snakes will soon come out of hibernation 
hungry and in search of food. 

Businesses and residents alike are cautioned to be on high alert keep 
an eye on their pets and animals as they could well become dinner 
for hungry snakes. 

What to do?
If you see a snake, keep a distance of 5m, taking note at all times as 
to where the snake is – do not try to kill it!  A snake should be given 
a right of way rather than blocking the way, and get help as soon as 
possible.

The Ekurhuleni region is prone to snakes due to the likes of the 
Blesbokspruit river system, Bullfrog Pan and all other Highveld 
grassland and open spaces with good eco-systems; they provide both 
food and shelter for snakes.

Beware of the puff adder and rinkhals, as they are extremely 
dangerous with the puff adder known to be very instinctive, slow in 
pace and quick to sense danger. 

The rinkhals, or ring-necked cobra, is a fast moving multi-feeder that 
is good at faking death. It is easily identified by the two white stripes 
that are visible across its neck when it spreads its hood.

Not all snakes are poisonous, however, should a snake bite you, get 
medical attention immediately.

You can avoid having snakes on your property by keeping it clean, 
as an untidy one creates a habitat for rodents - the primary food for 
snakes. Use your municipal 240ℓ wheelie bins to dispose of refuse, as 
this may also be food for rodents that will attract snakes. Finally, when 
feeding your animals put out enough for the day, don’t have extra food 
on site to avoid feeding rodents.

SNAKES ARE COMING  
OUT TO PREY,
BE CAUTIOUS

Getting help
To get help, contact any of the snake handles listed 
below.

Makhosonke Mabena - 071 833 6549 
Sonny Katisa 084 451 1288
Thembisa
Kempton Park
Boksburg
Vosloorus
Edenvale
Bedfordview
Germiston
Thokoza
Katlehong
Leondale
Alberton

Etwatwa
Daveyton

Benoni
ActonVille/Wattville

Brakpan
Springs

KwaThema
Tsakane
Duduza

Nigel

Mapesaka Maleka - 079 180 9231 
Lucky Mahlangu - 083 237 7137 

Mbali Masango - 081 043 5354
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Executive Mayor Cllr Mzwandile Masina  Executive Mayor Cllr Mzwandile Masina  

The City of Ekurhuleni is steaming ahead with its rapid land release programme. The City is releasing 56 farms 
at a value of R120 million to previously disadvantaged local smallholding and subsistence farmers to improve 
food security, increase tax and revenue base for the City, expand food exports and attract new investments into 
the City. The initiative will also enhance the quality of life for residents in the City and increase the number of job 
opportunities in the region.

Over 1 000 hectares of land will be released to the beneficiaries in a programme that will generate about R200 
million in revenue for the City, through medium-term leases in addition to other economic benefits. The City is 
in a process of finalising economic partnership agreements with private sector companies, government agen-
cies, development finance institutions, industry bodies, farmers’ associations, research institutions and training 
organisations.

The City’s agriculture development and support programme, of which the rapid land release is part thereof, 
covers five key elements that will transform and grow the agriculture and the agro-processing sector in Ekurhu-
leni, as farmers will be assisted with access to Council-owned land, technical support, skills development, 
access to funding, access to markets and off-take agreements. This collaboration will support the City’s inten-
tion to position Ekurhuleni as the preferred investment destination for urban agriculture and agro-processing, 
and facilitate the participation of small, social and emerging farmers in the mainstream activities of the sector.

for more information email us at: agriculture@ekurhurhuleni.gov.za

EKURHULENI RAPID LAND RELEASE SET IN MOTION 

City of
Ekurhuleni

www.ekurhuleni.gov.za

Four-hundred marula and apple leaf trees were planted in Etwatwa 
and Barcelona during national Arbor Month in September. 

In a partnership between the City of Ekurhuleni, Gauteng Department 
of Agriculture and Rural Development and the National Department 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries saw a commitment to planting 
1600 trees across Ekurhuleni during September. Areas that benefi tted 
include Alra Park, Duduza, Winnie Mandela in Thembisa, and 
Thokoza.

On Friday, 7 September, Grade Six learners from Silindokuhle Primary 
School and the community members of Barcelona joined hands with 
government offi cials to plant a marula tree at the Barcelona multi-
purpose park. The marula tree is the offi cial 2019 arbor month tree.  

“Trees are a source of life. They provide us with oxygen and shade on 
a sunny day. Trees also serve as a shield during stormy seasons, and 
prevent soil erosion. It is therefore very important for us to continue 

planting as many trees as 
possible and to educate 
each other about the 
signifi cance of having trees 
in our environment. 

“We call on the members of 
the community to care for the 
trees, not to cut them and to 
nurture them,” said Ekurhuleni’s 
Head of Department for Environment 
Resources and Waste Management Services 
Faith Mabindisa.

Arbor month highlights the opportunity for sustainable environmental, 
social and economic development, community participation, poverty 
alleviation and job creation in forestry, thereby contributing towards 
growth, development and a better life for all.

MARULA TREES PLANTED TO CELEBRATE 
ARBOR DAY AND PRESERVE 
ENVIRONMENT

Ekurhuleni’s HoD for Environment Resources and Waste Management Services, Faith Mabindisa, with community member of Barcelona as 
she leads the Arbor Day celebrations by planting the marula tree at the Barcelona multi-purpose par
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Register To

Access + Pay

On-line

DON’T LET CHANGE
PREVENT YOU FROM
PAYING YOUR BILLS

The City of Ekurhuleni is upgrading its payments website from e-Siyakhokha.co.za to simply 
Siyakhokha.ekurhuleni.gov.za. This is in line with moving towards a digital city and providing 
platforms that are user-friendly and easily accessible.

What does this mean?
This means that the City wisxx upgraded their online system which will alollow customers to 
view and pay their municipal accounts conveniently and online. As from 1 July 2019, the old 
website www.e- Siyakhokha.co.za will no longer be in use. Instead you will now log on to 
www.Siyakhokha.ekurhuleni.gov.za.

Must I register?
Yes 
- Those who are currently using the e-Siyakhokha.co.za will have to re-register on
   the new website.
- New users are encouraged to register on the new site.

 You will then be able to access, manage, view and pay your account online.

Where else can I pay my account?
Please note that it is your responsibility to pay your account by due date to avoid 
disconnection. Other than paying online, you can also pay your account at any of the 
following:
� Customer Care Centres,
� Spar, 
� Banks,
� Pick ’n Pay,
� Checkers,
� Pep stores,
� Makro and
� Builders Warehouse.

What if I am in arrears?
If your account is in arrears, visit your local Customer Care Centre to make payment
arrangements and avoid the disconnection of your services.

www.Siyakhokha.ekurhuleni.gov.za

What does this mean?
This means that the City is upgrading its online system to allow customers to view, manage 
and pay their municipal accounts conveniently and online. As from 1 July 2019, the old 
website www.e-Siyakhokha.co.za will no longer be in use. Instead you will now log on to 
www.Siyakhokha.ekurhuleni.gov.za.

Siyakhokha Siyathuthuka, We Pay We Progress

www.Siyakhokha.ekurhuleni.gov.za
www.e-Siyakhokha.co.za

For all service related queries, contact the call centre on 0860 543 300 or visit
www.Siyakhokha.ekurhuleni.gov.za


