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Introduction 

Open spaces have significant importance in the life of urban settlements. 

The areas with high green-coverage rate have ecological and 

environmental importance. These green spaces can improve the urban 

climate, abate the urban heat-island effect, disperse flood waters and 

improve air quality due to their intrinsic ecological-balancer function, thus 

reducing environmental damages. Through their social importance, the 

open spaces can help the residents in adjusting to the healthy lifestyle. By 

their environmental importance, open space should determine the 

characteristic of urban settlements, and aid in ameliorating the built-up 

character of the city regions. 

In recent years, increasing attention has been paid to research regarding 

the evaluation of open spaces (including green areas and green spaces) 

and their components as well as their effect on the environment. Open 

spaces have a great role in sustainable city development processes. This is 

primarily due to the expansion of the city and further, a growing number 

of residents. The research method to demonstrate this hasn't emerged so 

far. 

Based on the contemporary processes and trends, cities and their 

neighborhoods can, by means of open space developments, enhance 

their appeal to tourists and residents alike. In this way their values can be 

increased significantly. 

Unfortunately, the actual situation shows that this opportunity to 

enhance parts of the city and the feedback of the adjoining areas’ 

increased values to city development, is not known or acknowledged by 

local leaders and planners.  

Open space plans allow the benefits of open space that make up the 

character and protects the "green infrastructure" of a community. 

Planning this "green infrastructure" of water supply, land, working farms 

and forests, viable wildlife habitats, parks, recreation areas, trails, and 

greenways is as important to the future of a community as planning for 

schools, roads, water, and wastewater infrastructure.  

Context 

There are a number of environmental plans and strategies that have been 

designed for the municipality thus far. Many of these address different 

aspects of the environment and relate open space to functioning 

(Ekurhuleni Biodiversity and Open Space Strategy) and classification of 

ecological importance (Bioregional Plan). However, there exists no 
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concrete plan which marries the two together. The Grand Open Space 

Plan will look at bridging the gap between these two aspects. 

Goals 

1. Ensure that there is a clear vision of Open Space within Ekurhuleni. 

2. Align growth pattern and economic development opportunities with 

sustainable practices and informed open space management. 

3. Enhance the quality of residents within the EMM region by provision 

of high quality open space and natural systems. 

4. Ensure that all biodiversity is protected and enhanced 

5. To harness the full potential of ecological service provided by open 

space 

6. To build resilience within the urban fabric to effects of changing 

climate 

Objective 

The objective of the Grand Open Space Plan (GOSP) lies within the notion 

that it will aim to identify a specific purpose for open space within the 

Ekurhuleni region. This may be done in a number of different forms. 

Firstly, it will look at informing the Metropolitan Spatial Development 

Framework (MSDF). Secondly, it will align with the long term vision of the 

GDS 2055 and beyond by structuring and regenerating open space within 

the Ekurhuleni region. Thirdly, through the planning processes the GOSP 

will aid in an interlinked management approach to open space, which 

takes into account infrastructure services, agricultural areas, etc. 

Fourthly, the GOSP will assist in enhancing the functioning of open spaces 

to improve ecosystem services provided and enable an ecosystems 

approach which will contribute to mitigation, adaptation and climate 

change resilience efforts.  

The Need for Open Space and Biodiversity 

Open Space Defined 

The term "open space" refers to conservation land, recreation facilities 

and agricultural land, natural land, community parks and amenities, green 

buffers along roadways or any open areas that is owned by an agency or 

organization (this may be private or public). It also refers to any 

undeveloped land with particular conservation or recreation interest. 

Open space provides a number of valuable services to urban populations, 

such as recreational opportunities, aesthetic enjoyment, and 

environmental and agricultural functions (e.g., micro-climate stabilisation, 

water retention, and water purification). 

It is widely understood that valued natural resources will be preserved, 

maintained, and restored, only through careful planning and active 

stewardship. Without planning, ill-conceived changes in land use patterns 

can dramatically alter a community in a short period.  
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Planning provides the opportunity to assess where you are, where you 

would like to go and how you might get there. Planning now to protect 

important open space and recreational facilities can greatly enhance the 

attractiveness of the community and encourage compatible growth in the 

future.  

Planning allows the city to confront and manage aspects of growth and 

development in ways that preserve, protect, and enhance the 

environment. The planning process can expose potential problems while 

there is still time to prevent them.  

Besides enhancing the quality of life, protecting open space can provide 

economic benefits. It can help a community avoid the costly mistakes of 

misusing available resources. Protected open space usually raises the 

taxable value of adjacent properties and is less costly to maintain than 

the infrastructure and services required by residential development. Even 

taking into account the increased tax base that results from development, 

open space usually proves easier on the municipal budget in the long-run. 

Finally the tourism potential of Open Space and Natural Environments 

can be seen in many examples. Ekurhuleni is well positioned and world 

renowned for the bird life within the region. Avio-Tourism opportunities 

need to be explored and facilities and open space management plans 

designed to nourish this ever growing hobby. 

Biodiversity Defined 

Definition for biodiversity from the South African National Environmental 

Biodiversity Act, 2004: “Biological Diversity” or “Biodiversity” means - the 

variability among living organisms from all sources including, terrestrial, 

marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of 

which they are part and also includes diversity within species, between 

species and of ecosystems.” 

A large percentage of South Africa’s biodiversity is represented in this 

small area of the Gauteng province. The number of species per unit area 

is exceptionally high. This biodiversity is, however, threatened by the high 

levels of industrial, economic and urban development activities. 
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Threats to Open Space and Biodiversity 

Human settlements and developmental pressure 

The human settlement factor associated with development and 

occupation of land affect the environment in the following ways: 

 The natural vegetation is being fragmented by development. 

Many pans in the EMM have been filled in and wetlands and 

surface water bodies have become isolated. These pressures all 

lead to losses of ecosystem function and biodiversity. Fences and 

walls on the edges or across pans also prevent natural migration 

of adult and juvenile Giant Bullfrog species between foraging 

areas and suitable breeding sites.  

 Insufficient services in impoverished settlements lead to sewage 

pollution, litter and solid waste pollution and deteriorating water 

quality in surface water bodies. 

 The affordability and accessibility of basic primary health care, 

education, employment opportunities and the economic status of 

households all act as drivers that place pressure on the 

environment due to over-harvesting of natural resources 

(specifically medicinal plants). Poverty and underdevelopment 

often force people to disregard resource management practices. 

Plant resources provide an economic buffer for rural communities 

against poverty and unemployment during cyclic economic 

depression and an employment prospect where formal 

education-reliant opportunities are lacking. 

 

Poor urban management  

Urban management of open spaces is a great importance of the urban 

fabric of the city. Poor public space management and maintenance has 

been identified as one of the most important factors contributing to 

negative perceptions about EMM and urban decay in general. The various 

elements related to this are: 

 The general pollution of pavements, sidewalks and public open 

spaces due to the lack of frequent cleaning services and refuse 

removal in such areas. 

 The lack of maintenance of such facilities which includes the 

sidewalk paving, bus shelters, street furniture, fences, flower 

boxes, street lighting etc. 

 Poorly maintained open space system 

 Visual clutter duet to the uncontrolled erection of signage 

 Lack of urban design and landscaping of public spaces. 
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Mining activities 

A large number of the mines within the EMM are no longer operational 

and most of the mining footprint in the area is made up of mine tailings 

and waste dumps. Mining acts as a driver that exerts pressure on natural 

habitat and biological diversity, in the following ways: 

 Acid Mine Drainage (AMD) is a significant consequence of the 

mining legacy within the EMM region. It has and will continue 

having a large impact on the hydrological systems within the 

EMM region and is a real cause for concern. 

 Open cast mining and quarrying, require the complete clearance 

of vegetation, they change surface topography and the drainage 

characteristics of soils (even when reasonable rehabilitation is 

implemented), leading to the loss of habitats and of populations 

of plant and animal species. 

 Underground mining causes surface subsidence, which leads to 

land degradation. 

 The sector encourages an influx of job seekers, with the same 

consequences as for human settlement pressures. 

 Large volumes of bulk waste products, in the form of tailings and 

waste rock dumps, require large areas of land for disposal, 

leading to habitat destruction. 

 Water falling on these waste disposal sites leaches toxic 

substances into the soil, seepage of which contaminates ground 

and surface water, leading to poor water quality. This causes 

changes in species composition and loss of natural indigenous 

riverine biota. 

 Underground mining dewaters aquifers and the excess water in 

the mines has to be pumped and disposed of into surface water 

bodies, thus increasing flows in such receiving water bodies. 

There is also water quality changes associated with acid mine 

water. 

 Changes in water quality and quantity of surface and ground 

water exert pressure on the riparian vegetation and biota 

dependent on the natural water bodies and wetlands. This leads 

to loss of biodiversity, changes in species composition and 

numbers and, where contamination or toxicity is severe, to 

physiological deformities and even mortalities. Changes in water 
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quality resulting from contaminated run-off also increase the 

possibility of exotic invasion in wetlands. 

 While there may be an impression that, cleared slimes dams and 

mining dumps, offer land which could potentially be developable. 

It is important to understand that these areas need significant 

rehabilitation and investigation as there has been studies which 

highlight the impact that mining activities have had on natural 

areas. 

The Grand Open Space Plan will be used as a basis for the process of 

identifying the mining areas within the region and identifying appropriate 

mitigation and rehabilitation actions. It is imperative that urban 

landscape decay of mining be address as part of the revision process of 

this plan. Thus mining land rehabilitation should form a key objective of 

the subsequent planning process of GOSP thus ensuring that there is a 

clear vision and strategy for dealing with this derelict legacy. 

Industrial activities 

The majority of industries are concentrated in the South of Ekurhuleni. 

This economic sector places pressure on the natural environment in the 

following ways: 

 Clearing of vegetation for the construction of industrial 

infrastructure causes habitat destruction and fragmentation. 

 Increased generation of waste and pollution through the demand 

for products created by industry. Heavy industry is particularly 

concentrated along the northern banks of the Elsburgspruit River. 

The pollutants produced by this sector impact on the species 

composition of the rivers and wetlands in close proximity that 

experience a change in water quality. 

 Industrial effluents seep into nearby water bodies and wetlands 

affecting the riparian habitats and biota within these systems. 

Industrial emissions released into the atmosphere contribute to 

air pollution that affects the terrestrial and aquatic biota 

receiving rain from the polluted atmosphere. This further leads to 

loss of biodiversity and breakdown in ecosystem function. 

 Energy generation and consumption are the largest sources of 

carbon dioxide and sulphur emissions in South Africa. These gases 

cause smog and acidification of rainwater and soil. Carbon 

dioxide is also to the major driver of global climate change, of 

which the ecological consequences of remain uncertain. The loss 

of water quality, through acidification, exerts pressure on the 
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biota living in or around water bodies. Smog and airborne 

pollutants also threaten sensitive terrestrial species and 

ecosystem functioning. 

Transportation and road infrastructure 

The road transport sector places considerable pressure on terrestrial and 

aquatic environments through the generation of high levels of pollutants. 

The transport sector places pressure on the environment in the following 

ways: 

 Pollution of the environment through the generation of 

“photochemical smog” which contains ozone and other gases 

toxic to plants and animals. The fact that the EMM is linked to all 

major destinations in the country through its radial freeway 

network suggests that the pollution generated by the sector is 

significant. 

 In addition to generating pollutants, transport routes require the 

transformation of natural habitat for the creation of roads, 

railways, airports etc. 

 The transformation of natural land is also necessary for the 

disposal of old vehicles that are withdrawn from use. 

 Transport networks that transect or fragment interconnected 

water bodies/wetlands and/or natural grasslands create a barrier 

to the migration of species between similar resources of varying 

quality and increase the risk of population decline and possible 

extinction. 

Fire risk 

During certain times of the year, winter season, vegetation can pose 

severe risk and requires proper management to prevent tragedies and 

sever loss of natural open space. Dangerous wildfires can occur in this 

environment causing severe degradation and loss of wildlife.  

Wildfire becomes a potential social problem where there are homes 

located next to dense stands of native or naturalized vegetation. However 

there is potential to create defensible spaces around homes that can slow 

the fire down, giving fire fighters crucial time and space to intervene. It is 

therefore imperative that as part of future planning and revision of the 

GOSP there is close integration with the disaster planning to enable the 

design and development of firebreak.  

Linking Open Space and Biodiversity 

The link formed between open space and biodiversity is not unique to the 

Ekurhuleni region. The fact is that within urban environments, the only 
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space left for flora and fauna to prevail is in open space, where there is no 

influence from human activities.  

Thus in many cases open space planning and management tries to link 

together a structure using existing studies and information on biodiversity 

of the EMM region. In open space planning pockets of biodiversity 

importance are linked to open space to form a network within the urban 

structure. This enables the protection of the high value areas and further 

enables the spread of these biodiversity zones. Thus the healthier the 

biodiversity and the more space the flora and fauna have to flourish, the 

healthier ecological services and benefits the EMM region and residents 

will have. 

The importance and benefits of open space for a 

region 

Open space is one of the defining features that establish our city's 

character, sense of place and quality of life. The balance that urban open 

space gives to the more intense use of land in cities is needed to support 

diversity in an urban context and to contribute to the environmental 

health of a city. Along with such elements as natural geography, 

transportation, population demographics, density and distribution of land 

uses; the quality, quantity and type of open space affect the safety and 

well-being of residents. Open space provides part of the physical, 

environmental (biodiversity), visual and social framework for the city. 

Recreation 

The City acquires open space to provide places for accessible public 

recreation opportunities. These opportunities range from passive to 

structured, from cultural to sporting, from outdoor to indoor.  The 

recreational benefits provided by parks and open space are not just 

restricted to physical activity. Open space also contributes to a healthy 

lifestyle by providing social and educational benefits. On a personal level, 

recreational open spaces may hold emotional, spiritual and symbolic 

values to individuals or communities. 

Examples of recreational open space include: 

1. Groomed parkland of all sizes  

2. Sports fields, including athletic parks. 

3. Land for pools, leisure, community and cultural centres. 

4. Open space areas around schools and other facilities. 

5. Pathways. 

6. Golf courses. 

7. Redeveloped landfill sites for recreational parks. 
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Environmental protection and conservation 

The City acquires open space to preserve ecologically diverse and 

environmentally significant areas, to provide vegetation for micro-climate 

benefits (e.g. shade, wind protection), and to enhance air, soil and water 

quality. Furthermore, open space provides numerous economic benefits, 

which could be termed "ecological services." These include flood 

attenuation and water filtration, as well as the moderation of wind, noise 

and temperature. Enabling greater climate resilience and enhancing the 

level of natural hazard protection.  

Examples of environmental/conservation open space include: 

1. Natural environment parks. 

2. Natural environment areas (areas within more developed parks). 

3. Wetlands, Pans, Lakes, Dams and river systems. 

4. Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBAs). 

5. Ecological Support Areas (ESAs). 

Urban Design 

The City acquires open space to enhance the quality, form and function of 

the built environment through visual aesthetics, character, variety, sun 

allowances, noise/sight buffering, and the creation of public areas. 

Examples of urban design open space include: 

1. Roadway greens, escarpments and landscaped boulevards. 

2. Buffer plantings, setbacks and side yards. 

3. Urban plazas, community gardens, and general park landscaping. 

4. Street trees. 

Cemeteries 

Within the City of Ekurhuleni, cemetery operations are a legislated 

responsibility of Parks to ensure that all residents will continue to have 

access to burial services and products at affordable prices. Citizens may 

also use cemetery grounds for passive uses such as walking for pleasure, 

bicycling, nature observation and historical research.  

Other Functions 

Open space also provides economic, non-motorized transportation and 

utility functions. It contributes to the economic development of 

Ekurhuleni by making the city a good place for living, working and visiting. 

Open space increases local home appeal and amenity, which in turn 

increases the market value of homes and development sites. 
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Recreation opportunities provided through the open space system also 

generate economic benefits by increasing workers' health and 

productivity.  

The facilitation of alternative healthy and environmentally appropriate 

non-motorized transportation is another major function of open space. 

This may be provided by a regional pathway system that links parks, 

recreation facilities, natural features, commercial areas, cultural 

attractions, stations and bikeways within and between communities. 

Finally, open space functions as a utility by accommodating services such 

as storm water facilities. 
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The Grand Open Space Plan (GOSP) 

This document serves as an integration of Open Space Management and 

planning within the Ekurhuleni region. The plan will aim at merging a 

number of existing strategies and frameworks into one comprehensive 

vision of open space within the EMM region. The GOSP will look at open 

space in a holistic manner incorporating those areas that should be 

conserver with those areas that are necessary for recreational purposes 

of a community.  

Aim 

 To develop a clear vision for the utilization of open space within 

the fabric of the Ekurhuleni region 

 To influence growth patterns and economic development of the 

EMM region 

 To provide adequate recreational open space and natural 

environment to the residents of the Ekurhuleni region 

 To harness the full potential of ecological service provided by 

open space 

 To ensure that biodiversity is protected and enhanced 

 To build resilience within the urban fabric to effects of changing 

climate 

Ekurhuleni Plans 

The following environmental plans have been developed for the region: 

 Environmental Management Framework (EMF) 

 Ekurhuleni Biodiversity and Open Space Strategy (EBOSS) 

 Ekurhuleni Bioregional Plan (EBP) 

The following spatial plans have being developed for the region: 

 Metropolitan Spatial Development Framework (MSDF) 

 Region A – Regional Spatial Development Framework (RSDF) 

Environmental Management Framework 

This was the baseline for Ekurhuleni in terms of identifying and 

delineating all natural aspects within the environmental landscape of the 

Ekurhuleni region. The framework was done in 2007/2008 and using 

enhanced GIS mapping to identify geographical attributes related to all 

aspects of the environment e.g. pans, wetlands, rivers, pollution sources, 

geology, vegetation, etc. This data enabled the metro to make informed 

decisions in terms of where development should be steered and which 

areas are sensitive in respect of natural environment. 

Ekurhuleni Biodiversity and Open Space Strategy 

This comprehensive strategy was necessary in order to acquire an overall 

perspective of open space within the EMM region based in the 

information obtained through the EMF. Much effort was made in 
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determining the biodiversity, which relates to the different wildlife and 

plant species within the region, and all open space within Ekurhuleni at 

the time. The EBOSS was done in 2009 and aimed at further classifying 

the open space within the region in terms of their environmental value. 

The classification model was then further enhanced by linking open 

spaces within the region, based on their classification, into a network that 

will allow for the enhancement of biodiversity and ecological services 

within the region. Areas of high open space quality were defined as nodes 

while areas of lower value were marked as corridors which would form 

the links between these nodal areas. A detailed design was done as part 

of the GIS modelling which aimed at giving a functioning/zoning 

classification to the defined open space areas. The idea was to allow the 

incorporation of recreational and natural significance areas so as to 

ensure that both are harnessed to their full potential. A key principle 

being that open space needs to have a functional use within society and 

that use must be explicitly made in order to ensure that these areas do no 

become a nuisance by perceptions of crime and derelict from illegal uses. 

There must be an intrinsic value and connection made between residents 

of the region and the open spaces. This will then enable protection and 

upkeep of the open space, a stewardship.   

Figure 1: Ekurhulen Biodiversity and Open Space Plan, 2009 
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Bioregional Plan 

The Bioregional Plan was an evolution of the EBOSS, in that it aimed at 

using the requirements of the Biodiversity Act, to enhance the protection 

of areas of open space that are considered valuable in terms of 

biodiversity. A systematic conservation plan was done for the region, 

which is defined as “a spatial plan, showing the terrestrial and aquatic 

features in the landscape that are critical for conserving biodiversity and 

maintaining ecosystem functioning”.  

The purpose of the plan is to inform land use planning, environmental 

assessment and authorisations, and natural resource management, by a 

range of sectors whose policies and decisions impact on biodiversity. This 

is done by providing a map of biodiversity priority areas, referred to as 

Critical Biodiversity Areas and Ecological Support Areas, with 

accompanying land-use planning and decision making guidelines.  

 

Figure 2: Ekurhuleni Bioregional Plan, 2011 
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The plan in detail 

The GOSP is a combination of mapping layers from the various 

environmental plans which define important aspects of the natural 

environment. The combination of these layers enables one to look at 

open space in a multi-dimensional sphere where all open space is given a 

rationale and purpose.  

Categories 

The GOSP, open space is divided into the following three categories: 

1. Primary Open Space 

Critical Biodiversity Areas within the bioregion are the portfolio of 

sites that are required to meet the region's biodiversity targets, 

and need to be maintained in the appropriate condition for their 

category.  Areas that may be defined as Critical Biodiversity areas 

(as per the Bioregional Plan) include the following: 

a. Reserves, formally protected areas and bird sanctuaries. 

b. Wetlands (Pans, Dams & Lakes) and riparian zones 

c. Rivers Streams 

d. Rivers and streams 

e. Ridges 

 

2. Secondary Open Space 

a. Recreational parks 

b. Sports fields and recreation facilities 

c. Mining related open space (environmental corridors) 

d. Agricultural areas 

e. Ecological Support Areas 

3. Tertiary Open Space 

a. Storm water outlets and infrastructure 

b. Roads and rail systems 

c. Sewer treatment facilities and infrastructure 

d. Landfill sites 

e. Cemeteries 

f. Water infrastructure and reservoirs   

 

The categories allow for a distinction between open space areas and acts 

as a guide to steer development. The land use guidelines that define 

Critical Biodiversity and Ecological Support Areas are detailed below. 

 

Land Use Guide 

For detailed description of land use and a guide to ensure proposals 

within open space areas are aligned to council approved plans, reference 

should be made to the Ekurhuleni Bioregional Plan and Ekurhuleni 

Biodiversity and Open Space Strategy. These plans gives significant detail 

to Critical Biodiversity areas and Ecological Support Areas and the 

importance of interlinked open space system, identifying the role that 

these area plans in the open space network and showcasing compatible 

options for land development in these areas. 

While there is prescriptive land use guidelines to enhance biodiversity 

protection and conservation, it is vital to ensure that natural open space 

do not become areas fenced off from public use. Environmental sensitive 

(nature reserve) areas can provide ‘controlled’ activities within, such as a 

hiking trail with overnight facilities, butterfly or botanical education 

excursions, running and or biking trails. Thus, the area becomes an active 
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space that can be utilised by public. Not a fenced off area with no access 

to the public but a social inclusive space that integrates principles of eco-

tourism, manicured tea gardens in parks which enhance the protection 

through shared responsibility and social inclusion.  

Furthermore within the developed urban context, ‘shared spaces’ is a 

critical concept for EMM.  Shared space is an urban design approach 

which seeks to minimise demarcations between vehicle traffic, 

pedestrians, cyclists and (public open space like a square) often by 

removing features such as curbs, road surface markings, traffic signs, and 

regulations. This concepts aims again at integrating open space within the 

urban fabric and embracing an inclusionary approach. This approach is 

paramount to ensure healthy and viable open spaces. This aim to create 

proud public space, a sense of place, is so important because it not only 

informs us were we are geographically, but also were we are in our 

culture, where we come from, what kind of people we are and it affords 

us a glimpse to where we are going, and most importantly it allows us to 

dwell in a hopeful present. 

Metropolitan Spatial Development Framework (MSDF) 

The MSDF process has over the year included and refined the open space 

data contained within, in accordance with the developed environmental 

plans. In essence ensuring that open space in the EMM region is 

delineated and formalized the spatial framework processed. Thus, 

ensuring the protection of this scarce resource. The rationale the link 

between open space and the hydrological network, makes land 

undevelopable. Therefore these open space areas are considered very 

important from a conservation point, as impact on the hydrology of 

region will lead to server degradation of all systems. 

Regional Spatial Development Frameworks (RSDFs) 

The RSDF process for Ekurhuleni offers an invaluable tool with which to 

weave open space into the urban fabric at a finer scale. The metropolitan 

area was divided into six regions from A to F. The plans will focus on a 

number of City Planning issues, and will aim at incorporating open space 

planning and management.  

Through the participation and contributions, it was identified that the 

GOSP would gain finer scale planning through the RSDF. This would 

ensure that aims, objectives and outcomes for the GOSP would be met 

through the RSDF process. 

The RSDF promotes development with densification, mix use, retrofitting 

and transit-oriented development (TOD’s) as key concepts. Development 

is a process of growth and change, which implies improvement but also 

an impact on the environment in some way. It is important to ensure that 

development proposals supporting the key concepts are implemented 

according to environmental guidelines to prevent environmental 

degradation. 

Regional Spatial Development Framework (RSDF) for Region A, consists of 

the OR Tambo International Airport, CBD of Kempton Park, Germiston 

and Boksburg, the Bedfordview node, as well as the industrial area of 

Spartan, Isando, Jet Park and Anderbolt. A Strategic Environmental Plan 

and an Open Space Framework has being developed for this region.  

The Strategic Environmental Plan makes reference to the following key 

areas: 
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 Environmental opportunities and constraints highlighted 

in the existing documents: 

 Environmental Management Framework (EMF) 

 Biodiversity Report 

 Open Space Strategy (EBOSS) 

 Environmental guidelines for: 

• Protection & prevention pertaining to existing 

development or retrofitting projects 

• New development 

 Green building guidelines as an example of 

environmentally sound practices 

The Open Space Framework is defined as a guideline for open space 

landscape within Region A. The plan delves into the detail of open space 

within Region A and aims at providing a symbiotic relationship between 

the built and natural environment. The Open Space Framework for 

Region A looks at the following key areas: 

 Defining Open Space in the context of region 

 The proposed open space network 

 The proposed main nodal elements 

 The proposed movement and development corridors 

It is envisioned that the current process that has been derived for RSDF 

Region A, be carried throughout the metropolitan region and aid in 

accomplishing detail analysis of the open space within Ekurhuleni. Region 

A provides a template for Open Space detailed planning with Ekurhuleni 

and it is thus imperative that there is consultation and contribution 

throughout the development of RSDFs for the subsequent regional spatial 

frameworks. Enabling the GOSP to inform and direct the structure of 

open space with the region and enabling it to achieve the goals and aims 

as laid out above.  
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Figure 3: Ekurhuleni Grand Open Space Plan showing Primary and Secondary Open Spaces 
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Figure 4: Ekurhuleni Grand Open Space Plan showing Tertiary Open Spaces 
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