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Ladies and Gentlemen.
Avuxeni! Good morning! Sanibonani! Molweni! Dumelang! Goeie Môre!
Well known author Zig Ziglar says, “You don't have to be great to start, but you have
to start to be great.”
Today, I once more stand before this august house as a humble servant of the people of
Ekurhuleni, ready to account for the work we have done, and are doing, and to share
plans related to the work we will be doing in the future to transform our region.
Indeed, as I take this podium I do so with a great sense of pride knowing that the child we
have been bringing up together over the past 15 years, has grown into one of the gems of
South Africa. Yes, ladies and gentlemen, I am talking about Ekurhuleni.
In 2011 our people gave us a mandate to lead the charge against crime, joblessness,
inequality and poverty. After almost five years at the forefront of this assault, it is quite
humbling to account to our people, and the rest of South Africa, on how we have
responded to this clarion call.
We table this report quite aware of the socio-economic conditions of the region. We are
aware of the many people sitting on street corners looking for odd jobs; of the young
graduates going from pillar to post trying to find employment. We are aware of the demand
for livable human settlements, at the helm of which is the delivery of houses and basic
services. Indeed, we are mindful of the economic situation of the country, and that of our
City, just like we are aware of the poverty levels we have to deal with.
In this report we demonstrate how, at 15 years old, this City is geared to become one of
the mega cities of the world. We shall demonstrate why it is steadily becoming the
destination of choice for many to invest, work, stay and play in.
Compatriots and Friends;
This address takes place at a great moment in our history, as this month we remember
one of our own liberation struggle icons Comrade Thembisile Chris Hani. A Dawn Park
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resident, he was brutally assassinated outside his home 23 years ago. Comrade Chris
was an advocate of social justice and we must forever be motivated by his triple H
campaign – access to health care; proper housing for all, and a continuation of the
onslaught on hunger.
In three days’ time, it will also be the 23rd anniversary of the death of the father of our
liberation struggle, and the longest serving president of the ruling ANC, Oliver Reginald
Tambo. He was a selfless leader who, despite the almost impossible task of leading the
charge for regime change from exile for 30 years, ensured that victory was certain.
Both these great men, and Tambo’s late wife Dr Adelaide Tambo, are Freepersons of the
City and will remain our inspiration as we tackle incompetence and corruption; broaden
services; provide quality health care; take on crime; fight xenophobia and racism; create
jobs for the youth; and launch an onslaught on gender-based violence.
Honourable Speaker;
This year also marks 25 years since the ANC led all progressive forces at the Convention
of a Democratic South Africa (Codesa), which was held right here in Ekurhuleni, in
Kempton Park to be precise – making Ekurhuleni a critical player in the dawn of our
democracy. Many do not know that the name ‘Ekurhuleni’ flows directly from this being the
place where the peace of this country was negotiated.
Sixty years ago women from all walks of life led by, among others, our own stalwarts
Mama Bertha Gxowa, Sophie du Bruyne, Margaret Gazo, Helen Lambert and Helen
Joseph marched to the Union Buildings to protest against the inhumane and unjust pass
laws.
June this year marks yet another milestone in the country’s revolution as we
commemorate the 40th anniversary of the student uprisings against Bantu education – an
education system that was exclusively designed by the minority white regime exclusively
for blacks. As a country we have a duty to invest in our youth by empowering them
through education, jobs and economic opportunities - for they are our future.
Not too long ago Fort Hare University, a historic institution that has produced many
acclaimed African leaders, opinion makers, policy makers, politicians and freedom
fighters, celebrated its centenary. Having produced the likes of Nelson Mandela, Oliver
Tambo, Robert Mugabe, Robert Sobukwe, Seretse Khama, Prof ZK Matthews, Prince
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, and many others, this institution does not just have a South African
heritage but an African footprint.
Honourable Speaker;
May I remind the house that when we kick-started our journey five years ago we adopted
the theme: Strengthening Social Maturity by Advancing Social Cohesion in Pursuit
of a Prosperous City and, therefore, A Livable, Delivering and Sustainable City. We
did this because we know that the ultimate future of this country lies in a cohesive and
socially matured society. We must continuously examine the path we are undertaking
towards this maturity, as we march towards a livable, delivering and sustainable region.
Our social maturity is a culmination of decades of struggle, despite which our people now
live, stay and play together in peace – something some doubting Thomases would have
dispelled at the height of the violence in the region in the early 90s.
Strengthening social maturity through social cohesion is an acknowledgement of the
irreconcilability between pursuit of human ideals and ethnical confines. It is the act of
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vindicating mutual indispensability between human supremacy and the fulfilment of human
ideals. Advancing goals of social cohesion is about creating conditions for the seamless
release of human energy for the human conquest.
The triple evil of inequality, poverty and unemployment derives its origin from the historic
roots of human division, based on triviality. This includes the condemnation of the African
majority to the entrapment in the miserable conditions of diseases for the poor. It is the
resilient belief in the baseless human distinctions that the broader South African
community lives below our national historic resource potential.
Honourable Speaker;
It is the resolve of our forebears that mobilised the world energy for reinforcement by
exposing the untenability of the apartheid system. Our forerunners, without wavering,
came to one conclusion - that the only basis for the mobilisation of the human energy for
prosperity shall be human harmony, dignity and freedom. At a point of this discovery they
searched for the foundation of the human harmony, dignity and freedom. This led to the
birth of our perennial historic mission of non-racism, non-sexism, democracy, unity, peace
and harmony for our glorious nation.
Today, millions of South Africans agree that our non-partisan platform, the key layer for
sustainable partisan democracy, finds expression on this mission. This historic mission is
the foundation of our harmony, dignity and human freedom to secure energy for the
realisation of human hopes and dreams.
Those who came before us defied and despised any temptation to substitute one racial
supremacy for another. They submitted to the conviction of unfettered submission to the
foundation of human triumph. We are now endowed with an adaptive and ever maturing
democracy from our historic founding mission - praise to those great giants who came
before us for their foresight and sacrificial efforts.
Fellow Councillors;
A conversation about our democracy and constitutionalism is underway in the country. As
a maturing democracy we are bound to continuously grapple with such issues as part of
our growth. Ours is to understand that democracy is a mechanism of sustaining a
coherent, peaceful and prosperous humanity. What is important is not only to attain victory
for democracy, but also retain it.
The reason we can see a brighter future so far ahead is because we are standing on the
shoulders of giants who, for many years, sacrificed everything so that we could have a
democratic and prosperous South Africa. Our journey towards attaining a national
democratic society continues and depends on everyone acting in unison.
Chief Albert Luthuli, Oliver Tambo, Chris Hani, John Langalibalele Dube, Steve Biko,
Nelson Mandela, and many others, remained imprisoned in the conviction to pursue
foundations of human cohesion without which human endurance and triumph would
perpetually remain a pipe dream.
Unless our primary platform is premised on the non-partisanship, which compromises the
key founding national interests, ours will be a perpetual wavering democracy.
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Honourable Speaker and Fellow Councillors;
We must, therefore, never allow our country to play host to racism, xenophobia or
homophobia. All of us know how these ills destroy the fabric of society, and 22 years into
our democracy we must ensure that colour, race and gender become only a God-given gift
to each one of us, not an indelible mark or attribute that accords special status to any.
Looking at our history, nothing undermines the Afropolitan character of our region more
than the fermentation of xenophobia in any form. The forever unstable relationship
between our people and other African nationals, especially those running businesses in
the townships, must be effectively snuffed out. We can no longer sit back and watch the
sporadic loss of life and clashes in this regard.
The biggest challenge we face right now is to ensure that the spatial reconfiguration of the
City dictates as painless a human cohesion as possible. The programmes that the City
advances for its livability should be deliberately designed to inspire humans towards one
another beyond trivial ethnic and racial divisions. The human ideal is a point in life when
human beings are naturally bound together beyond coercive legal dictates. Our South
Africanness is founded on our accountability; rule of law; and the supremacy of our
Constitution.
It is my submission that our law is our compulsory common view as a nation. I want to
further submit that both ethnicity and racism are a safe haven of human failure.
As our dearly departed former president Nelson Mandela said, “Never, never and never
again shall it be that this beautiful land will again experience the oppression of one
by another and suffer the indignity of being the skunk of the world.”
Compatriots and Friends;
This year’s reflection is our last as we prepare for the local government elections. We take
this opportunity to give an evidence-based report of the work done to date. We understand
that five years on we can no longer be talking about the dreams of 2011, but the road that
has been traversed in trying to respond to the mandate we were given by our people.
Our work in this term of office has been anchored on the sound and concrete priorities and
commitments contained in the elections manifesto of the ruling African National Congress,
which directed us to:
•
•
•
•
•

Build local economies to create more employment and sustainable livelihoods;
Improve local public services and broaden access to them;
Build united, non-racial and integrated safer communities;
Promote community participation in local government; and
Build a more effective, accountable and clean local government that works closely
with Provincial and National government.

It is important to remind our people that the implementation of our manifesto is embedded
in the three pillared strategic framework of sustenance and service delivery improvement,
transformation of society and the City; and the preferred destination for investment and
growth where the poor and the rich can co-exist in a mutually beneficial environment,
where they are empowered to realise their dreams and aspirations.
To realise this we formulated an inclusive and broad-based Growth and Development
Strategy (GDS) 2055, which is anchored on five strategic imperatives, namely: Re-
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Urbanise; Re-Industrialise; Re-Generate; Re-Mobilise; and Re-Govern - the effective
implementation of which should make us a livable, delivering and sustainable City.
Honourable Speaker;
INITIATIVES TO RE-INDUSTRIALISE THE CITY TOWARDS RADICAL SPATIAL AND
ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION
Socio-Economic Analysis
Honourable Speaker;
As we enter the last days of this administration, having reflected on the challenges and
opportunities that Ekurhuleni’s extraordinary economic, social and political environment
presented during our five-year journey towards building a developmental city, our regional
economic assets have appreciated over time.
In particular, is the acknowledgement that Ekurhuleni is a crucial component of Africa’s
most globalised province which specialises in financial and business services; advanced
manufacturing; engineering services; good international infrastructure connectivity; and an
ideal destination for trade, tourism and investment.
South Africa’s high structural unemployment remains the most pressing concern, hence a
delicate balance is required to mitigate supply-side issues. Here we see that Ekurhuleni’s
workforce is gradually getting more educated, and thus narrowing the substantial
education disparities between metros and racial groups.
Although skills mismatch is a national phenomenon, educational disparities by race
continue to play out in the labour market, as evidenced by unemployment disparities
between blacks and coloured on the one hand, and Indians and whites on the other.
Globalisation, meanwhile, is intensifying wherein information technology has proliferated
and is thus altering how we communicate, how we travel and how firms create and deliver
products and services. Furthermore, rapid urbanisation continues with significant migration
- particularly from the rural areas of Limpopo, Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal and
Mpumalanga into Gauteng and, in particular, Ekurhuleni.
Although the Gauteng City Region (GCR) is the economic engine of South Africa,
generating 35% of Gross Value Add (GVA) the metros have, over time, assumed a role as
engines of the economy. In this regard, progressive political and economic leaders across
the world have increasingly focused their attention on understanding and enhancing their
city-regional economic competitiveness.
Yet, despite the progress made in repositioning the mandate of cities, too many of our
communities still lack the skills, business infrastructure and networks, as well as access to
contribute and benefit from the regional economy.
Distinguished Guests;
The City of Ekurhuleni continues to confront the reality that, despite our noble resolve
towards nation building and reconciliation, the majority of our communities have a difficult
time ridding themselves of the economic shackles of apartheid.
A quick glimpse at Ekurhuleni tells you a story of a City with a higher unemployment rate
than other metros; income inequalities; and social and financial exclusion. Relative to
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towns, townships generally have a higher unemployment rate as well as people with no
formal education.
According to Statistics SA, the City of Ekurhuleni has the following employment profile:
•
•
•
•

Just over one million employed people;
Just above 455 000 unemployed people;
81 959 residents are discouraged work seekers; and
615 042 people are not economically active.

Of the total population, at least 17.8% do not have a known household income source,
and 54.3% have an annual average household income of between R9 600 and
R153
800.
Honourable Speaker;
It is a matter of common-cause that our term of office coincided with an unprecedented
global economic crisis, which affected investor confidence and municipal revenues - and a
sovereign credit rating that affected our overall economic performance and service
delivery programmes.
In the past 15 years Ekurhuleni managed a transition from a city that was fragmented,
reactive, slow, complex, in-equitable and risk-averse while laying a firm foundation for a
Delivering City from 2016 to 2021. As we move forward we envisage a city that will be
cohesive, pro-active, fast, modern, simple, equitable and risk managed with a special
focus on investment.
However, as we committed during the State of the City Address in 2015, any intervention
that we make in this regard shall not bear the envisaged outcome if it is not coupled with a
systematic programme to crowd-in investment into strategic areas, and a concerted effort
to develop new wealth creation channels that emancipate our people from the shackles of
poverty, unemployment and inequality in collaboration with social partners.
Fellow Councillors;
The performance of the City’s economy is inextricably linked to the global and domestic
economic environment wherein sovereignty considerations have had an adverse impact
on overall performance. South Africa’s real gross domestic product at market prices
increased by a negligible 0.6% during the fourth quarter of 2015, compared to previous
performances where the economy grew by 1.3% in 2015, 1.5% in 2014 and 2.2% in 2013.
We have come to accept that this lackluster performance was largely due to an “act of
nature” where severe drought conditions saw the agriculture industry contracting by 8.4%,
thus fueling food prices and interest rate increases.
Furthermore, as the global economy continues to be characterised by the US growth
outperformance, the unexpected dramatic rise in the value of the US dollar against
developed and emerging market currencies, such as the rand, has had detrimental
consequences for the manufacturing sector in Ekurhuleni.
In this regard, economic activity in the manufacturing industry reflects a negative growth of
minus 2.6% due to decreases in the prices of basic iron and steel, non-ferrous metal
products, metal products, machinery and many more.
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As the economic outlook of South Africa has been revised downwards and growth
prospects scaled down, the rand continues to be vulnerable to sudden changes in investor
risk perceptions about South Africa, and prolonged macro-economic instability that further
undermines the GDP growth outlook.
The most severe of the risks we face is the possibility of large-scale private sector job
losses if the current environment of slow economic growth, electricity constraints and
policy uncertainty persists.
Furthermore, in an environment that does not offer any positive stimulus, exports will slow
down and energy-intensive industries are likely to be cautious about investing in new
capacity expansion projects, until there is certainty in the economy.
Unfortunately, the current economic environment is detrimental to the regional economy
and adversely compromises service delivery imperatives as government revenues decline,
divestments or low investment inflows will directly affect job creation capability of the
regional economy.
Honourable Speaker;
According to Global Cities Initiative Report (2015), “An important tactic to boost trade and
investment is solidifying the city-region’s position as the gateway to a rapidly expanding
market in Sub-Saharan Africa”. Trade is a critical driver of prosperity and competitiveness
in regional economies, hence Ekurhuleni’s freight and logistics systems are a major asset.
This is largely because economic infrastructure and spatial location of the metropolitan
area is a critical factor in driving competitiveness as businesses rely on airports, ports and
ICT capabilities to move goods and services around in the most cost-effective manner.
In this regard, the OR Tambo International Airport is a critical asset that positions the City
as an important international aviation node, by offering comparative and competitive
advantages for business in their economic connections.
Considering that we are a landlocked area, the freight corridors further enable mobility of
goods through air, road, rail and seaports as per the Strategic Integrated Programme 2
and 7 of the Presidential Infrastructure Coordinating Commission.
Compatriots and Friends;
We endeavour to create a new identity for the City of Ekurhuleni by repositioning and
integrating our former towns and urban nodes into clusters of economic activity, as
envisaged in the National Development Plan. This will grow the economy whilst tackling
unemployment, poverty and inequality.
This approach will further internalise the development trajectory of the City among its
communities, whilst unlocking the economic development potential of the region and the
GCR through the transformation of the urban form, and spaces towards greater efficiency,
sustainability and livability through strategic partnerships.
In this regard, we have sought to transform the urban form of Ekurhuleni into densified,
compact, economically viable and integrated city corridors that leverage inherent
economic capabilities.
The approach of building a new City and an identity means that a significant proportion of
this administration’s time was vested in the development of spatial development
frameworks (SDFs).
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These SDFs are anchored on the national high-speed freight corridor to Durban;
international freight corridor to Maputo; and the Innovation Corridor around Germiston,
Boksburg, Benoni to a mega-regional triangle that connects Johannesburg, Sandton and
Tshwane. The SDF is also anchored on the OR Tambo International Airport that integrates
regional airports through the Aerotropolis programme, as well as a systematic effort that
creates a larger network of inextricable regional economic linkages that create hope for
the unemployed.
Bearing in mind that our City is characterised by extensive informal sector markets that
are concentrated at transport interchanges, the transport oriented development approach
was a critical feature in the design and development of these corridors in order to leverage
seamless mobility, and stimulation of economic activity.
Distinguished Guests;
I am pleased to inform you that this new city design has led to the conceptualisation of an
effective way to reconfigure our urban spaces, and economic centres, along three key
functional economic corridors, namely: Thami Mnyele Corridor (Tembisa-to-Vosloorus);
OR Tambo Aerotropolis Core Corridor (Kempton Park-Boksburg-Germiston); and
Thelle Mogoerane Corridor (Alberton-Nigel).
The new city design, as informed by the theory of change, will further drive social,
economic and spatial transformation in order to build a viable, compact, vibrant and
sustainable region. We intend to leverage our Capital Investment Framework (CIF) to
enable these corridors and road networks to catalyse mobility and densification, whilst
integrating the airport space, open spaces and commercial districts to create economic
nodes and precincts.
So far, a number of major investments are set to take place in these corridors to drive
local development in sectors such as Logistics, Manufacturing, Education, Trade,
Construction and Hospitality.
Madam Speaker;
At this point, allow me to go into greater detail on the key undertakings we are driving
within these corridors:
The Thami Mnyele Corridor is a key spatial integration of the City, integrating Tembisa
and Vosloorus. The main driver for economic development here is high level roads and
transport infrastructure. It is in this area where the first phase of our Integrated Rapid
Public Transport Network (IRPTN), which I shall come back to later, starts.
This corridor has the potential to transform Ekurhuleni’s spatial landscape and integrate
the disparate towns and scattered communities of the area.
Key catalytic projects on this corridor include Riverfields, a multi-billion-rand development
along the Albertina Sisulu highway. An amount of R2 billion has already been invested in
the project. Full alignment with the Provincial Spatial Framework, the Integrated Transport
Master Plan, road, rail, bus and Non-Motorised Transport (NMT) systems is already
complete. Just over 110 000 job opportunities are projected from this investment, which
incorporates the M-T Development and Plumbago Industrial Park.
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Honourable Members;
Further good news is that we are putting together a R19 billion International Africa Trade
Precinct Project in Rhodesfield. This development is intended to connect Africa to the
world through the establishment of an integrated trade investment. The facility will provide
many African countries with a single window for transacting with the best markets in the
world.
Equally exciting is that this corridor will be home to the R2 billion Aviation Simulation
and Training Centre, a unique facility that will bring pilots from all over the world for
training - right here at Denel in Bonaero Park. The facility also promotes technology and
knowledge transfer, and creates jobs for locals. It will have flight simulators to meet the
country’s training needs, classrooms, emergency management, and high technology
equipment.
The development of Phase 1 of the Gauteng IDZ programme, which focuses on mineral
beneficiation is proceeding, with bulk infrastructure already being laid. Concurrent to this,
which started in October and is set to be completed early next year, is the Gauteng IDZ
which is also undertaking an investment drive. This is aimed at securing investors and
tenants for this competitively located High Value-Low Mass Mineral Beneficiation Zone.
The Jewellery Manufacturing Precinct aims to enhance the reindustrialisation of the
jewellery manufacturing and diamond beneficiation industries, due to the challenges and
constraints in the industry through a clustered mixed-used development programme.
Madam Speaker;
I now turn to the OR Tambo Aerotropolis Core, which is our economic heartbeat that
integrates Kempton Park, Boksburg, Germiston, Edenvale and Benoni. It is made up of
the following hubs: Creative, Gateway Trade, Technology Research and Development and
Logistics.
•

The Creativity Hub will come to epitomise the best and the brightest of the Ekurhuleni
Aerotropolis. With unrivalled access to the OR Tambo International Airport itself, the
area will become a vibrant and exciting meeting spot for entrepreneurial residents and
visitors from across the globe.

•

The Gateway Trade Hub is made up of three major catalytic projects, tied together
through the addition of dedicated office development, hotels and conference facilities incorporating the recreational amenity of an improved existing wetland.

The Tech R+D Hub is the most unique of them all as it rings OR Tambo International
Airport, and is the technological driver for the region’s future. It is the home to three
signature catalytic projects: Digital City; TVET College; and the Discovery Park R&D
Business Incubator.
The Logistics Hub entails the development of a multi-tenant large warehouse industrial
village for retail fulfilment, as well as logistics and supply chain firms. The development of
retail fulfilment and logistics warehouses has already sprung up along Albertina Sisulu
Highway, north of the airport. This catalyst project seeks to formalise and augment these
initial developments.
Some of the projects are already under construction. Our services teams are fast-tracking
bulk infrastructure construction, where needed.
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Meanwhile, key catalytic projects that have progressed significantly in this core area
include:
•

Carnival Junction: This is an extensive, large scale mixed use development that
forms part of the Greater Carnival Node. The development comprises mixed land
uses, including the development of retail, automotive, offices and a private hospital.
The first phase, Dalpark Extension 19, contains a number of planned commercial uses
such as a Makro, Build-It and a Hyundai dealership. The construction of the Makro
Mega Retail Store started on 28 May 2015 while the Build-It Hardware started with
site establishment on 28 July 2015, and construction just got under way.

•

Leeuwpoort: This former gold mine ceased to operate and the City acquired the land
for the construction of affordable mixed-used and mixed-income developments.
Approximately 16 887 housing units, of both subsidised and bonded houses, will be
constructed creating no less than 30 000 job opportunities.

•

Green Reef: This R50 billion investment is an economically inclusive and socially
integrated mixed-use/mixed-income innovation district. It is set to transform Ekurhuleni
through the development and infusion of a new CBD hub; high-density residential
precincts; innovative, knowledge-based technology and manufacturing industries; and
state-of-the-art basic, vocational and tertiary education facilities. Green Reef is
centrally located in Ekurhuleni and will greatly improve the mining belt.

Honourable Speaker, Fellow Councillors;
I beg for your indulgence as I turn to the third and final corridor - the Thelle Mogoerane
Corridor. This is an integration of Vosloorus and Nigel, aimed at unlocking the logistic
potential of the City. The corridor comprises of multi-billion rand catalytic projects
pronounced by the Premier last year. These include the much-anticipated R51 billion
Prasa New Rolling Stock and the Tambo Springs Inland Port development projects.
Construction of both these projects, which are expected to yield thousands of jobs, is
already underway.
We have established a business-case to enable strategic investment in social and
economic infrastructure along, and within, these corridors so that they become the building
blocks of the envisaged new city design.
Now we require the resolve of this august Council, and the buy in of other stakeholders
like the government, business, civil society and organised labour, to take the process
forward for the benefit of our people.
Honourable Speaker;
The Gauteng City-Region remains the top destination and top recipient for greenfield and
brownfield investments in Sub-Saharan Africa. Our ability to crowd-in most of the
investment inflows hinges on the City’s responsiveness and creation of an investor friendly
environment.
On our part, we have established the Ekurhuleni Investment Centre wherein dedicated
committees of senior officials have been deployed to serve in the Investment,
Development Facilitation and Catalytic Projects committees. We have since solicited the
assistance of National Treasury and the World Bank Group to develop a comprehensive
investment facilitation programme for the City.
Through our Catalytic Projects Task Team, we are making strides to improve investment
and development facilitation as well as the overall investment conditions by
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institutionalising a comprehensive investment stimulus package. Already we have started
assembling land and property packages located within the Aerotropolis catchment area,
as well as the CBDs of Boksburg, Kempton Park and Germiston to drive our strategic
development programme.
The MMC for Finance, Cllr Moses Makwakwa, will dwell more on our investment into this
strategic development programme when he delivers the budget vote next week.
Ladies and Gentlemen;
In view of the McKinsey Global Institute’s Report that estimates that expanding South
Africa’s service exports could generate up to 460 000 jobs by 2030, a significant share of
which would be created in the Gauteng City Region, the development of the Ekurhuleni
Aerotropolis becomes extremely critical.
The development of the 30-year Aerotropolis Master Plan has enhanced the investment
profile and attractiveness of our region. In partnership with ACSA, Denel and related
strategic partners, the sky can only be the limit. To date, inward investment valued at R20
billion has been facilitated with the potential to sustainably employ 16 000 people.
Furthermore, the City is already witnessing a massive private sector investment to the
tune of R100 billion. This includes the following prioritised projects for immediate
implementation:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Temperature Controlled Cold Storage Value Chain;
Just-In-Time Bulk Storage Warehouse;
Advance Manufacturing Industrial Estate;
Corporate Administrative City;
e-Commerce Distribution Hub;
Film City and Media Studio; and
International Trade Centre and ICC.

It is in this spirit that we welcome and appreciate the increased air linkages between OR
Tambo International Airport to regional, continental and global destinations. This is critical
in fostering inward investment growth, trade growth and tourism to boost the economic
vibrancy of Ekurhuleni. In actual fact, I can without fear of contradiction boldly pronounce
that there can be no other catalyst to increase the volume of foreign direct investment into
Ekurhuleni than the Aerotropolis.
Madam Speaker;
As we implement the Master Plan, it has become imperative that a suitably resourced
vehicle be put in place to ensure proper planning, coordination, financing and
implementation of all the identified catalytic investment projects. In this regard, Council
has already approved the establishment of the Ekurhuleni Economic Development
Agency.
Distinguished Guests;
Our quest to fully achieve our objectives cannot be realised if we do not stick to the
following non-negotiable imperatives:
•
•
•

Crowding-in of sunrise industrial capability and investments;
Agglomeration of smart industries and green technology diffusion;
Investing in human development to enable the knowledge economy;
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•
•
•
•

Facilitation of trade in goods and services;
Unleashing of innovation to enable new venture creation;
Reposition the GCR in national, regional and global discourse; and
Optimisation of open spaces and the environment.

Honourable Speaker;
I now turn to another sensitive issue, that of skills development and job creation.
In our endeavour to create employment and reduce poverty, we have created no less than
200 000 job opportunities in the past five years. Through public sector projects, we have
created 52 856 opportunities via EPWP and CWP, whereas the broader economic actors
enabled the creation of an additional 148 589 across the regional economy during the
same period.
Moreover, we created youth empowerment opportunities that impacted on at least 6 500
young people across the City. In particular, our Work Readiness Experiential Learning
Programme has already placed 5 000 young people across various stakeholder
companies on a two-year contract.
In assisting young people pursue their academic ambitions and become better citizens, we
have granted financial assistance to 1 300 young people. A total 464 bursaries were
awarded in 2015, 70 of which were full bursaries. An additional 848 partial bursaries were
awarded early this year. In this area of our work, we are still looking at ways on how we
can improve our bursary scheme for the better benefit of the beneficiaries.
Madam Speaker;
Township Economy Revitalisation is one of the key areas of focus for this
administration. This issue has also been elevated by the Gauteng Provincial Government
because of the need to boost the economic fortunes of our previously disadvantaged
communities. Nothing would be more fulfilling than seeing a small township business
growing to do business globally, as a result of our intervention.
We must appreciate and be motivated to do more by the fact that we continue to be the
leader in this programme in the GCR. Projects that have put us on the pedestal include:
1. The development of five new township economic hubs in Etwatwa, Vosloorus,
Duduza and KwaThema - at a cost of R90 million per annum;
2. Awarding projects worth R140 million to 20 emerging contractors through the
progressive Vukuphile programme. We will soon have an intake of 100 new
emerging contractors and 100 construction supervisors on a new three-year
Vukuphile learnership to carry out projects worth R500 million;
3. A total of 128 SMMEs have been incubated in construction, jewellery, base metal,
chemicals, automotive and agriculture;
4. We awarded 10 agriculture cooperatives R1.2 million in Grant-in-Aid, and 37
SMMEs and cooperatives will be allocated R6 million seed funding to boost their
initiatives and programmes;
5. A total of 1 100 households get free food parcels owing to the introduction of the
Ekurhuleni Food Bank;
6. So far we have awarded R350 million worth of procurement opportunities to local
companies owned by women, youth and people with disabilities. This is part of the
R2.9 billion ring-fenced Mintirho ya Vulavula Community Empowerment programme;
and
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7. We provided 500 SMMEs with mentorship, business support services and access to
funding in partnership with the likes of Business Place, SEDA, SEFA, and Anglo
Zimela.
Fellow Councillors;
In August 2015, I was privileged to attend the 11th international FabLab Forum in Boston,
USA, at the invitation of the Fab Foundation wherein a pledge to become a self-sustaining
innovative City within the next 40 years was made. As one of the 450 International Fab
Lab Network members we have established three FabLabs - in Thokoza, Tembisa and
Tsakane - and another two are geared for Vosloorus and Duduza. We are working in
collaboration with Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Fab Foundation. As a
dynamic City we remain on course to ensure that each of our 17 townships has a
Fabrication Laboratory to ignite and inspire creativity and innovation amongst the youth,
while introducing technology-induced manufacturing processes for emerging industrialists.
People of Ekurhuleni;
Taking the issue of Township Economies to greater heights, is indeed our ambition. To
demonstrate our resolve, we will soon launch an exciting project that will change the face
of the notorious Khumalo Street in Thokoza. While the street will always be associated
with the political history of violence, it will be turned into a major tourist attraction.
In the financial year starting in July, R10 million has been set aside for the Khumalo Street
Tourism Node, an intervention designed to stimulate township tourism, local economic
development and job creation. The development will include a cultural food market,
heritage interpretation centre, flea market (for local designers), bicycle tour route, art and
craft market (for local artists), indigenous games, and live traditional music performances.
These products will be clustered in such a way that they create a unique experience for
visitors.
Furthermore, in order to achieve the broader Provincial Township Revitalisation
imperatives, the following projects have been earmarked for development during the
MTREF, starting 1 July 2016:
•
•
•
•
•
•

R53 million to develop six community farms’ infrastructure and irrigation systems to
incubate 100 emerging farmers;
R150 million to develop a municipal township industrial park to enhance township
economies and encourage the development of Black industrialists in Labore and
Withoek Industrial park, Geluksdal/Tsakane;
R90 million to build and/or refurbish municipal buildings to set up six new Fabrication
Laboratories in all townships to stimulate innovation and entrepreneurship;
R45 million to refurbish and develop at least 10 township municipal shops to stimulate
the Township Economies Development programme;
R60 million to build a new Township Enterprise Hub at Reiger Park and construction
of Ramaphosa Vocational Skills Centre; and
R33 million to build multi-purpose trading facilities at Lamola Street at Nhlapho section
in Katlehong and other priority areas.

Honourable Speaker;
As I briefly touch on finance, I emphasise that establishing long term fiscal strength
involves strengthening our tax base and income streams, and ensuring self-sustainability
by reducing reliance on state grants.
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As a responsible government we have a proven track record since taking office in 2011,
as confirmed by investor confidence and the Auditor General. The most crucial central
tenet of this area of our work is our assurance that we remain very much in control of our
funding and revenue generation activities with a record of four consecutive unqualified
audits and two back-to-back clean audits.
We will continue to ensure that the long term fiscal strength of the City is protected.
When we took office our income base was R16.8 billion, we have managed to increase
this by over 60% as at the end of June 2015, to R27.5 billion. This was done despite the
challenges encountered with a slow economic growth, the reduction of income energy
sales mainly due to the introduction of renewal energy by high energy consumers, and
other efficiency measures implemented by the business and private consumers.
Infrastructure development remains a key economic development and urban renewal
driver. Over the years Ekurhuleni has seen a significant increase in Capex allocations. To
date, we have invested over R20 billion in the last 10 years, of which this has increased
significantly in the latter years from R1.9 billion in 2010/2011 to R4.2 billion in the current
financial year.
Ladies and Gentlemen;
Corruption is a cancer that is ravaging our institutions and communities. In this regard we
have moved swiftly to intensify our anti-corruption and fraud programme. We have
introduced the open-to-public bid adjudication committee meetings to enhance
transparency of the process.
With our concerted revenue collection efforts, the prudent and sound financial
management practices, we continue to contribute towards a financially sustainable Metro
with an average collection rate of 92% in the past four years. Various revenue
enhancement projects are being introduced to assist us to collect more. These include the
introduction of the e-Siyakhokha online payment system, which has already attracted
almost a quarter of a million customers, resulting in the collection of over R1,4 billion since
inception in 2011.
We recently ran a competition to increase this number and we are busy auditing the latest
figures in this regard.
Madam Speaker;
I would be making a grave mistake if I did not raise our concern about our Capex. Indeed,
it has been worrying in the recent past, but I dare say that with the expertise we brought
into the Finance Department, we have seen a great improvement in the quality of our
expenditure and yes it is our resolve that we need to spend more. Systems and plans
have been put in motion in this regard, and I can give the undertaking that henceforth our
Capex will increase significantly - starting from this financial year.
Honourable Councillors;
As the ANC government in Ekurhuleni, ours continues to be a mission to make the City a
better place, with better future prospects than ever. This is despite the fact that we have a
history of massive fragmentation; dispersed urban structure of towns with no identifiable
city centre; a declining manufacturing base; extreme social isolation and high levels of
poverty.
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Indeed, in a very short space of time we have achieved many accolades to stamp our
authority as a major player in the GCR, and South Africa at large. We are the first ANC-led
Metro in the country to receive back-to-back clean audits (2013/14 and 2014/15); despite
a strained South African economy we remain the destination of choice for investment,
according to global rating agency Moody’s; our water is still the best to drink in the
country, hence we have been honoured with the Blue Drop Award three years in a row;
and we pride ourselves as Africa’s first Aerotropolis.
Our efforts to keep the City spotless and hygienic has resulted in it scooping the 2014
Bontle ke Botho award being the cleanest municipality in Gauteng. Ekurhuleni has been
the leader in the TB cure rate in the country for the past two years; our landfill gas
recovery project won the best Waste Management Project in Africa in the 2013 New
Economy and Sustainable Energy Awards; and a few years ago we were named the
Greenest Municipality in the country by the Department of Environmental Affairs.
To demonstrate that our star is rising all over the world, in 2013 we became the first
African City to host the World Airport Cities Conference and Exhibition – an event that is
still rated among the best in the history of the gathering. The City has gone on to be a
finalist in three categories of the recent Enviropaedia Eco-Logic Awards on Climate
Change and Water Conservation.
Another key milestone was best articulated by Gauteng Premier David Makhura, during
the recent State of the Province Address when he said, “We commend the City of
Ekurhuleni for pioneering the introduction of the open tender system in local government.”
Indeed, we made the pronouncement of an open tender process in the State of the City
Address last year, listing it as a key intervention in the fight against tender fraud and
corruption, while promoting the spirit of transparency in our processes. Our tender
adjudication meetings are now open to the public.
Fellow Residents;
We continue to work even harder to make Ekurhuleni more livable. Even though there
remain some challenges in certain areas of service delivery, we can all attest that this
democracy has indeed helped us to build a united country, free from racism, sexism,
tribalism and religious bigotry.
INITIATIVES TO RE-URBANISE AND RE-MOBILISE TOWARDS A LIVABLE CITY
Ladies and Gentlemen;
When we came into office we asked ourselves the question: What is an ideal service?
We did this so that we could understand how we should move forward in providing and
broadening access of a co-package of municipal services that would have the desired
impact on our communities. Subsequent to that we came up with a set bouquet of norms
and standards to ensure quality supply and dependability.
The work we are doing in this area has seen the City jump from second last in terms of the
quality of life survey, conducted by the Gauteng City Region Observatory, to the top three.
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Honourable Speaker and Fellow Councillors;
Join me as I reflect on some of the key highlights of this work.
Power quality in Ekurhuleni is of a high standard. Our network is extremely reliable, which
provides a competitive advantage to our huge base of business and industrial customers.
Electricity also remains at the heart of structural developments in the economy. It is an
essential service to our people for the purposes of cooking, heating and lighting, among
others.
In the area of broadening access, we have electrified 27 695 subsidised households and
installed an additional 6 972 streetlights throughout the City since 2011. During the same
time, an additional 305 high mast lights were installed to provide relief to communities
which previously navigated dark and dangerous streets.
To ensure that we maintain this excellent service, we invested R1.6 billion on the
upgrading and refurbishment of our electricity network.
For many years, Mr Elias Mofokeng (67) of Marathon informal settlement had no lights.
Today he is among the 50 000 people living in informal settlements who enjoy solar
energy, thanks to the City’s energy relief programme of rolling out solar home systems in
informal households. We will continue the roll out of this much-popular basic lighting and
cellphone charging device - the solar home system.
Fellow Residents of our City;
As the country’s energy grid continues to operate on a tight leash, our efforts to respond to
this include producing 300MW of renewable energy by 2020. To achieve this the City has
initiated an Independent Power Producer programme which will make it possible for us to
procure energy from various primary renewable energy sources including solar and waste.
In the area of alternative energy, already we are producing megawatt landfill gas from our
Simmer and Jack landfill site, while running our own 200kWp solar plant at the OR Tambo
Precinct in Wattville. We now provide solar energy to the Kempton Park and Boksburg
civic centres with the roll out continuing to other municipal buildings. Energy efficient lights
are also provided to all municipal buildings, saving the City on its electricity bill.
Honourable Speaker and Fellow Councillors;
As I turn to the area of water and sanitation I do so with the firm belief that ‘water is life;
sanitation is dignity’.
Apart from energy, water is another critical contributor to development. With Gauteng
being landlocked, we must continue to invest heavily on water infrastructure and search
for alternative sources of water, while preserving this precious mineral.
Given the water supply challenges experienced towards the end of 2015, the municipality
is viewing the security of water supply as a fundamental strategic consideration and is
pursuing programmes that seek to enhance it.
To this end, investigations into alternative water sources are underway, that include:
• Ground water extraction;
• Treated effluent re-use; and
• Rainwater harvesting.
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Honourable Councillors;
Our efforts to minimise unaccounted water, which costs the country in the region of R7
billion a year, are all bearing fruit. As a result, non-revenue water in the City went down
from 40.3% in June 2013 to 32.5% as at last year, resulting in a saving of R21.6 million.
We have also gone on to employ the services of 120 water agents to assist in water
campaigns with special focus on water leaks and community education.
The theft and vandalism of water and sewer infrastructure threatens the safety of our
communities which is why we have had to replace the steel manhole covers with noncommercial and lockable products.
Meanwhile, in our efforts to bring back the dignity of our people through the provision of
proper sanitation, we have over the past five years provided on average 3 000 flush toilets
to our people a year. Clean water inside dwellings increased by an additional 2 685
households in the same period, including the provision of minimum water supply to 8 215
additional households.
Honourable Speaker and Fellow Councillors;
I now turn to the report on our drive to facilitate a variety of housing settlements located in
livable human settlements.
In pursuit of providing decent housing to all our people, 112 781 houses were delivered
between 1994 and 2016 – 14 781 of which were built between 2011 and 2016. In the
current financial year, with the available funding provided by the Provincial Government,
we are already building 471 houses out of a projected target of 526. Further to this, we
have serviced nearly 124 758 stands in the same period.
Full title and ownership of land was given to 124 758 people through the establishment of
112 residential townships, and a further 32 544 households have received title deeds.
Projects undertaken to date include Etwatwa Extension 35, Alra Park, Eden Park West
and Extension One, Magagula Heights and Moleleki Extension One. These projects were
amongst the first to be implemented in line with the accreditation programme roadmap
agreed upon with the Gauteng Province. Once completed, the result will be 2 263 new
houses for families that really need them.
May I pause here to remind this august house that last year the Premier announced that
the Province would build 100 000 houses in Ekurhuleni over a five-year period. We went
on to commit ourselves to an additional 59 000 houses for the same period. To date, we
have built just over 6 000 units in areas such as Alra Park, Chief Albert Luthuli and
Clayville Extension 45. Despite the slow start, we remain confident that with all the spade
work that has been done, this target remains within reach.
Fellow Councillors;
I now wish to deal with the policy of densification, which involves the creation of high rise
human settlements well located within public transport corridors for easy movement
between work and home, and in locations where there is access to opportunities,
networks, capabilities and facilities that can support various types of livelihoods.
The majority of new housing developments in Ekurhuleni will now be high-rise buildings
enabling us to optimise the number of houses produced per development, as we continue
our onslaught on informal settlements and backyard dwellings. So impactful is the highTHE STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS 2016
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rise strategy that it increases the number of units almost four-fold. The Brakpan old
location development, for instance, would have yielded a paltry 2 500 units but will now
give us 11 598 units.
This new approach will lead to a quantum leap in housing development enabling us to
efficiently accommodate more people, and provide more livable human settlements with a
full basket of services and social amenities, such as schools, clinics and public transport.
These developments include fully subsidised units, rental stock and bond units for people
earning between R3 500 and R18 000 per month.
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen;
Our urban regeneration is an attempt to promote investment and bring more life into our
townships and CBDs. So far this programme progressed fairly well.
I dare say, through this intervention Germiston will never be the same. Working with the
Provincial Government, we are constructing 250 units in Delville and at the Fire Station to
the tune of R131 million. This will bring the number of social housing units in the City to 1
238.
To promote performing arts and entertainment, while unearthing talent, a state-of-the-art
theatre is already taking shape at G- Square in the City centre, and will open to the public
in the first quarter of next year. This follows hot on the heels of our multi-million-rand
investment on the turnaround of Germiston Lake.
Madam Speaker;
For many years Germiston Station has not lived up to its status as the biggest shunting
station in Africa. As a City that is the home to the most integrated railway network in the
country, the time has come for us to capitalise on this strength. This must start with
Germiston Station claiming its rightful place and, in the process, catalyse the dynamic
revival of the dwindling fortunes of the Germiston CBD.
Already we have signed an MOU with Prasa and the Gauteng Provincial Government to
turn the Germiston Station into a world-class intermodal facility. Detailed designs are
nearing completion and construction should get underway before the end of the year.
The station will be home to a state-of-the-art taxi rank with informal trading facilities for
hygiene purposes, and extra capacity for the taxis. It will also boast a unique and first of its
kind high density social housing component on top of the rank, plus an economic hub. We
envisage that as time goes on, the station will complement the City’s BRT and the
Gautrain. Our ultimate goal is to have a station that allows commuters a choice of
preferred transport to any destination in a comfortable facility that has proper resting
space and shopping facilities. This station must be a place where business and
entrepreneurship thrive.
Honourable Speaker;
The Tembisa Urban Renewal Project comprises a set of social and economic
infrastructure interventions aimed at unlocking the economic potential of Tembisa in order
to incorporate it into the mainstream economy. The project is taking shape with the
upgrading of the approach streets linking the Civic Node to Limindlela Station and the
Swazi Inn Informal Trading. Upgrading is through the provision of paving, kerbing, storm
water drainage system and street lighting.
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We have also invested immensely in the Winnie Mandela Civic Precinct where we have
already built a new library and a new one-stop customer care centre. Work is being done
to upgrade the open space in the precinct through the planting of trees, general
beautification and street furniture.
The City will use a R20m Neighbourhood Development Partnership Grant (NDPG)
allocation from National Treasury to complete the detailed designs for two pedestrian
railway crossings to the tune of R4 million. To be implemented from July 2016, this will
ensure safe pedestrian access to the Tembisa Central Node and the Civic Square in the
Ibazelo and Isithama areas.
The remaining R16 million goes to the construction of approximately 3km of secondary
Non-Motorised Transport (NMT) routes to afford the community easy access to the
Tembisa and Limindlela stations. The development will cover Sheba, Sam Molele,
Seaparankwe, Hosi, Dalinjebo and Ngomane streets.
National Government has provided a further R20 million for the building of the railway
crossings once the designs are complete.
Meanwhile, in our efforts to promote greater livability in our communities we will regulate
informal business and tighten by-law enforcement. This will assist us to, among others,
reduce the number of backyard dwellings and regulate informal business.
Honourable Speaker;
When it comes to the issue of land acquisition, despite there being no sufficient suitable
and well-located land for housing purposes in this City we have, between 2011 and 2015,
acquired 442 hectares for housing construction purposes and relocation of communities
who live in unsafe areas.
Some of the land purchased includes portions where the Winnie Mandela Park, Tsakane
Extensions and Langaville have been established.
Going forward, we expect our investment in Leeuwpoort to result in the progressive
release and development of units within an approved integrated development plan. The
focus of this development is on working and middle-income households. This development
will help weave together the communities of Boksburg, Germiston, Dawn Park and
Vosloorus within a spatially organised development that includes a range of commercial
and retail uses – thus making for a balanced human settlement.
We have further purchased well-located land in the Germiston CBD, including the land on
which the current Ekurhuleni Development Company portfolio has been developed.
Distinguished Guests;
The City’s Sustainable Human Settlement Management Plan, which is aligned to the GDS,
is our key intervention to improve the quality of life in informal settlements spread across
our vast City. Measures in this regard include the provision of a basket of essential basic
services including water, sanitation, area lighting, grading of access roads, emergency
services, refuse collection, grass cutting and area maintenance.
Right now all our informal settlements continue to receive incremental access to clean
water, sanitation, refuse removal, area lighting, roads and primary health care – restoring
dignity to thousands of our people.
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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen;
In pursuit of a prosperous Ekurhuleni, we have an obligation to create safer communities.
Our efforts to save lives continue to improve drastically. As promised last year, I am proud
to announce that as of June this year all our historically disadvantaged areas will have fire
stations – the last being the KwaThema Fire Station.
I am also excited to announce that exactly a month ago today we broke new ground with
the construction of the R32 million Thokoza Fire Station.
Since 2011, new fire stations have been built in Tsakane and Zonkezizwe, and disaster
management satellite offices in Kempton Park and Tsakane. All these facilities are in
response to the needs of the people and to bring municipal services closer to
communities.
Honourable Speaker;
It would be a great omission if I did not commend our emergency teams for doing
outstanding work in responding to emergency and disaster situations. This was again
demonstrated in the way they handled the xenophobia attacks early last year, and later
the devastating storm of November.
Our handling of these situations demonstrate that our investment in resources such as
specialised vehicles and ambulances; recruitment of a 600-strong emergency services
reserve force for informal settlements; and additional manpower for the EMS was not in
vain.
To assist with youth unemployment and increase our response mechanism to disasters,
we recently launched an emergency services learnership programme, which will result in
200 unemployed youngsters being trained for a year in the area of Fire and Rescue
Operation at NQF Level 4. This qualification is accredited to the International Fire Service
Accreditation Congress – thus improving the chances of employment on completion.
We must, however, strongly condemn the trend of barbaric attacks on emergency
personnel, which is once again veering its ugly head. How do you attack personnel in
uniform who are there to help you in a life and death situation? We urge communities and
leaders to speak out against this and join hands to protect our emergency workers.
Honourable Councillors;
During our recent Imbizo in Langaville, Gogo Sbongile Mdlalose asked, “Mr Mayor please
can you ensure our safety in the townships on pension pay days?”
Indeed, as we turn to the EMPD which is celebrating its 14th anniversary this year, I want
to assure Gogo Mdlalose that we have heard her plea and the Metro police have already
increased visibility at pension pay-points throughout the City.
Our EMPD remains one of the most feared and respected police departments in the
country with a number of major successes. Every other day, working in collaboration with
the SAPS, the EMPD records spectacular interventions whether it is with respect to the
seizure of drugs or the recovery of stolen vehicles. This has resulted in arrests and
convictions of many wanted and dangerous, local and international criminals.
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In the past five years the unit conducted 13 931 operations and arrested 18 717 suspects.
They went on to recover 1 169 stolen vehicles. Among the top notch successes have been
the arrest of four suspects following a drive-by shooting in Vosloorus, and the nabbing of a
suspect who was on the SAPS organised crime’s most wanted list. He was arrested in
Tembisa with a consignment of R1.5 million in stolen liquor.
Madam Speaker;
We continue with our ‘no-nonsense’ approach to land invasion, especially now that
opportunists may be on the prowl looking for unsuspecting, desperate home seekers in
exchange for votes as we charge towards the local government elections.
Honourable Councillors;
The work of the Peace Corps in dealing with traffic jams and scholar patrol is
commendable and has eased the burden on the EMPD – allowing them to focus on their
crime-fighting and by-law enforcement work.
Honourable Speaker;
In order to build on these achievements, we must continue to bolster the capacity of the
metro police while improving its resources. Looking at the strength of the EMPD right now,
it is a miracle that with the skeleton staff we have, our police continue to service 22
precincts and a population of over three million in an area of 1 975 square kilometres.
It is with this in mind that we have recruited 150 new members and plans are afoot to
bolster the unit with at least 1 000 additional members in the near future.
As is a norm on such occasions, before leaving the area of community safety, let me
salute all uniformed members of the Metro – be they EMPD, EMS or Peace Corps - for
their bravery and sacrifices in the performance of their duties. Let me also pay homage to
those who have been injured in the line of duty and, above all, salute those who perished
while serving our people.
Distinguished Guests;
It should come as a great sense of relief to our communities that our resolve to improve
the call centre and pay special attention to customer relations management continues to
pay off. The call centre has simply become an integral single point of contact for residents
to report service interruptions.
In this regard, the community’s appreciation of this service and its reliability has resulted in
the facility celebrating its one million call landmark last year. Less than a year later the
figure now stands at 1.8 million calls. The daily weekday trend has increased significantly
since 2014 when the average call volume stood at 2 400. Now the average stands at 4
900 – an increase of 104%.
The cumulative service level at the call centre has leaped to 85.2% since May 2014, to
surpass the international benchmark of 80 - 85%; our call abandonment rate stands at
4.3% compared to the 5 – 8% international standard; and the facility’s average speed to
answer calls is comparable with the global industry norm metric.
What remains important is to continuously improve our communication with communities. I
am happy to announce that we will soon launch an APP which, among others, will enable
our people to report service interruptions and track our response time to such. The APP
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will give communities access to information about the state of the City and the various bylaws. This multi-disciplinary facility is already undergoing testing for teething problems
before we go public with it in the next few months.
As we continue improving our offerings to the public, we are presently finalising the
Special Ratings Areas Policy to allow us to render top-up services through communitybased programmes. This will intervention will create jobs because the intention is to roll
out the programme at ward level through Public Private Partnerships. These programmes
will focus on identifying issues that need to be reported to authorities that infringe on a
clean and safer Ekurhuleni, thereby creating a conducive environment for residents and
business.
Honourable Speaker;
The principal cause of the transport challenges we face emanates from the non-functional
apartheid spatial organisation of the City. Local in-migration, continuous urban sprawl and
a fragmented public transport system complement the problem. However, easy movement
of people and goods are at the heart of our value proposition of being a City of choice to
stay, work and play.
In this regard, the IRPTN is one of our major interventions for the integration of our
society.
A quick update on the IRPTN demonstrates we have completed 7,1kms of the dedicated
BRT trunk routes, with just under 3kms left of the targeted 10kms. These dedicated routes
allow our buses free movement - thus reducing travel time. It is also one of the key drivers
for the regeneration of inner-cities and the renewal of townships in our area.
In the area of Non-Motorised Transport infrastructure (NMT), thousands of people now
enjoy 30kms of pedestrian walkways and cycle lanes constructed between Tembisa and
Isando. This has cut travel costs for workers, which means they can spend the time saved
on other essentials, while improving their overall health through exercise.
In the 2014/15 financial year we built 5km of roads which is being extended in the current
year with a further 5km, scheduled to be completed before the end of June. The first bus,
we still maintain, will hit the road in July.
At this point I wish to thank the people of Ekurhuleni helping us in naming our Bus Rapid
Transport (BRT) system – Harambee, a very unique name that encourages us to work
together as a people of Ekurhuleni.
Honourable Speaker;
In attempting to mitigate taxis stopping recklessly and threatening innocent lives, some
lay-bys have been constructed along the BRT route to allow both buses and taxis to stop
on the side of the road without obstructing traffic.
In our endeavour to become a smart and sustainable city, we recently launched a state-ofthe-art Transport Management Centre (TMC), which is the nerve centre for the
management of our BRT. The facility is vital in monitoring all activities along the transport
corridor through CCTV cameras – improving turnaround time to any disruption or act of
crime.
Having listened to our people lament about the lack of connectivity between townships
and towns we have, since 2011, introduced no less than 11 bus routes. These include:
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Meadowbrook to Johannesburg; Meadowbrook to Katlehong; Palm Ridge to Sandton; and
Katlehong via Alberton to Braamfontein. In addition, we have received applications for 12
new routes which are urgently being processed because we understand that public
transport is also a key driver of industrialisation and re-industrialisation of the City.
Madam Speaker and Fellow Councillors;
We are aware that some of our communities are still in need of proper taxi ranks,
especially during inclement weather. In response to this taxi ranks in Daveyton, Leralla,
Ramaphosa and Palm Ridge have been built and opened with three more to come – in
Bluegumview, Phutaditshaba and Vosloorus.
Ladies and Gentlemen;
With your continued indulgence I turn to our roads and storm-water infrastructure. To
demonstrate our understanding of the importance of the seamless movement of goods
and services in our economy, especially as the logistics capital of the Gauteng City
Region, we have over the past five years invested R2.7 billion in our roads and stormwater infrastructure.
An amount of R1.4 billion was spent constructing 300km of roads, mainly in previously
disadvantaged communities. This has improved accessibility to our townships and the
mobility of the community.
The criticality of storm-water cannot be downplayed, especially when it comes to
mitigating floods and disasters, and channelling rain water. Here, we invested R383 million
to construct new storm-water infrastructure in five years. We have gone on to invest R787
million in the maintenance of existing roads, while R166 million went into the maintenance
of the storm-water drainage system.
However, despite the work on the roll out and maintenance of our storm-water systems,
we still have a challenge of communities who live in low lying areas, thus making them
prone to floods. Unfortunately, the only solution is relocation to avoid the unnecessary loss
of life and damage to property.
Ladies and Gentlemen;
Road maintenance and, in particular, pothole repairs remain high on the City’s priority list.
In the past financial year alone we spent R213 million, and this financial year the figure is
R116 million on potholes alone. This intervention resulted in a dramatic reduction of
potholes in our space.
The road upgrade programme has been strengthened with the appointment of 30
contractors to fast-track the construction of bridges and storm-water infrastructure,
especially around the Aerotropolis core area – as a way to attract more investment.
Honourable Speaker;
We welcome the Provincial Government’s intervention to upgrade Heidelberg Road from
Leondale to Vosloorus from a single to a dual carriageway. This will improve accessibility
and spur future developments in the area.
Distinguished Guests;
It is our belief that a healthy community is the lifeblood of a productive Aerotropolis. We,
therefore, have a responsibility to ensure that our health facilities meet ideal norms and
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standards. As articulated by the Premier last month, “Ideal clinics must open on time, be
clean, be well staffed with professionals that practice the values of Batho Pele – and must
not close until the last patient has been attended to.”
It is with a great sense of pride that I share with you the news that 36 of our identified 48
clinics recently acquired the ‘ideal clinic’ status from National Government, and work is
steaming ahead to ensure that the remaining 12 facilities get the same recognition in the
near future. Even more exciting is that out of the top 10 ideal clinics in the country,
Gauteng has four - and all four are in Ekurhuleni.
We have made it our business, however, to ensure that all our clinics are ‘ideal’ in this
Metro.
As we continue broadening access to quality health care, in the past five years we have
built 22 state-of-the-art level two clinics. Last week we opened and operationalised Villa
Liza Clinic in memory of Cde Chris Hani – the last of the 22 clinics. We now have 31
mobile units servicing our people living in informal settlements and far flung areas.
Honourable Speaker and Fellow Councillors;
I add my voice to the escalation of Operation PASOP in the fight against HIV and Aids.
Yes, the City’s robust approach in dealing with HIV and Aids has contributed to the
reduction of new infections from 27% in 2011 to 13.7% as at December last year, but we
need to do more.
It is commendable that since 2011 about 10.5 million people have been reached through
awareness and screening campaigns, but we can do better as a country.
The City continues to care for the aged, hence the introduction of gym equipment at the
Duduza; Tsakane; KwaThema; and Daveyton day care centres; and the Tembisa old age
home.
In the area of Early Childhood Development (ECD), we continue to train ECD practitioners
to enhance the quality of the service rendered to our children. Three new ECD centres are
being built to benefit 380 children in Vosloorus, Tsakane and Eden Park.
Honourable Speaker;
During the State of the City Address last year, I highlighted the chaos and destruction
caused by nyaope in our communities, and stressed the need for rehabilitation. Indeed, I
can inform the house that in October last year we opened the Palm Ridge Community
Based and Substance Abuse Treatment Centre, and by June another will be launched in
Alra Park.
The main function of these facilities is to promote behavioural change through
programmes such as anti-substance abuse, school enrichment, life skills and teenage
sexuality programmes. The project has already positively touched the lives of 8 482
youngsters, who now have a second chance at life and renewed hope for the future.
As recovering addict Tomelo Mashaya from Vosloorus puts it, “This has helped me
redirect my life. I am now back at school and I thank the City for this second chance.”
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Fellow Councillors;
A reverend once said, ‘Being clean is a sign of spiritual purity and/or goodness …
Cleanliness is close to Godliness’. I dare say that no one can contest this observation,
hence our resolve to keep Ekurhuleni clean.
We continue to improve the quality of our City’s cleanliness and hygiene because we
understand the threat to humanity. We also understand that if we are to become one of
the Mega cities of the world we cannot compromise our environment and atmosphere.
One of our key interventions is the introduction of the Ekurhuleni Clean City Programme,
which we launched in October 2015.
Even though it is only a few months old, the programme is gaining popularity with
hundreds of community members participating in the Clean Neighbourhood Friday – which
takes place every last Friday of each month. Working together with the Lungile Mtshali
and Clean City brigades, victory against dirt is certain.
In an effort to keep our CBDs clean at all times, we have implemented the exciting Night
Inner City Cleaning programme. We have introduced world-class mechanical street
sweepers to clean and disinfect our streets at night when they are free from human and
vehicle traffic. Although this programme will be rolled out throughout the City in future, for
now we have prioritised Germiston, Kempton Park, Boksburg, Bedfordview, Brakpan,
Alberton, Edenvale, Springs and Benoni.
Fellow Councillors;
Our quest to fight rodent infestation and illegal dumping continues as we extend the roll
out of 240ℓ bins. Already 329 637 bins have been distributed and, barring technical
challenges, an additional 140 000 will be disseminated by end of June. The remaining
households are targeted for the next three years.
We proudly continue to provide waste removal services to all formal houses and over 100
informal settlements in the region. A total of 20 additional refuse collection trucks will be
delivered before end of June 2016 to ensure that we provide an uninterrupted service.
Madam Speaker;
We have all witnessed the power of recycling in the struggle against poverty. Many of our
people are seen pushing trolleys with all sorts of recyclable objects day-in and day-out
because the industry is putting food on their tables. In boosting this part of our economy,
31 mini waste sites are equipped with waste recycling storage containers, as part of mini
recycling stations to create an enabling environment for recycling to happen.
Fellow Councillors;
I now turn to sport, heritage, recreation, arts and culture, which constitutes a critical area
for the holistic development of our communities. This is an area that continues to play a
major role in nation building, social cohesion and healthy lifestyle. It is vibrant sport and
recreational activity that also keeps the youth off the streets and away from social ills,
such as drugs and alcohol abuse, crime and grime.
Our major aspiration is to become the preferred destination for world class sport and
cultural events. An Aerotropolis like us must have vibrant nightlife and lifestyle events for
the benefit of our citizens, visitors and the local economy.
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One such event is the SA Open, which we have successfully hosted for the past five
years. Not only has it marketed the City to millions of people around the world, it has also
exposed many youngsters from the previously disadvantaged communities to the sport.
Also doing well in the category of brand positioning is the ever-growing and unrivalled
Ekurhuleni Melting Pot Choral Music festival, which remains the biggest choral music
competition in the country.
I dare say that there is no better way to identify talent than in mass recreational activity.
Madam Speaker;
In the area of sport development, I am the first one to acknowledge that we still have a lot
of work to do if we are to continue producing sporting heroes of the calibre of Gerrie
Coetzee, Pollen Ndlanya, Scara Ngobese, Teenage Dladla, Harold Volbrecht, Silence
Mabuza, Phil Venter, Charlene Wittstock, Charlize Theron and many others. With a
population of over three million people there is no justification to struggle in this area. That
we have no representative in the forthcoming Olympic Games in Brazil, and hardly have
any representative in the provincial and national teams, calls for immediate intervention.
Honourable Speaker;
It is, however, not all doom and gloom as we have invested in the provision of sporting
facilities with the ultimate objective of promoting mass participation in sport, identifying
talent and promoting excellence.
Wattville, Tsakane, KwaThema, Katlehong, Vosloorus and Geluksdal stadiums have been
upgraded, turning them into multi-disciplinary facilities where communities can play
different sporting codes. Without neglecting the areas in which we have focussed in the
past, we will invest heavily in mass participation activities targeting children, the youth and
the elderly.
Very soon we will be announcing a very progressive soccer development programme
which will be doing in partnership with among other the South African Football
Association.
Honourable Councillors;
A number of swimming pools have been rehabilitated, including Benoni, Olympia Park and
Boksburg North, while introducing the sport of canoeing at some schools. With so many
water bodies in our space, we are also prioritising water sport.
Our appeal is for the community to assist us in protecting these facilities from vandals
because they belong to the very same society.
Madam Speaker;
We have a responsibility to promote healthy living among our people. In that way we will
have less people falling ill and suffering from conditions such as obesity. The less people
falling ill the greater the chances of a long life.
In our efforts to utilise sport to promote healthy communities, it gives me great pleasure to
disclose that the City’s community aerobics programme is gaining momentum. Already
over 2 000 people take part in the three-hour aerobic sessions offered free of charge at
community Eco Gyms throughout the City. Gratitude goes to local aerobics clubs that
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have supported the programme from inception. We aim to have 60 Eco Parks by the end
of the year.
Honourable Councillors;
Literacy must be promoted at all costs in our communities. Our efforts to expose more
people to library services and empower them with information is expanding at a rapid
pace. In the past four years we have extended library services to over 300 000 residents
through the construction of new libraries. The number is expected to double at the
completion of the Tsakane and Brakpan libraries in the next financial year. The Tembisa
Library is also undergoing a R10 million upgrade, which will increase its capacity and
modernise it. This work will be completed by December.
Distinguished Guests;
Our heritage defines who we are. We, therefore, have a responsibility to lead the
preservation of this history. During Heritage Month we unveiled the tombstone of liberation
struggle stalwart David Bopape as well as the statue of the legendary Mam’ Bertha
Gxowa. We also officially opened the Indaba Tree Memorial Park in KwaThema, a sacred
place where community leaders dealt with community issues. We have built and
operationalised a new Duduza Memorial Park which is a reminder of the notorious Zero
Hour Operation which claimed the lives of young activities in Kwatsaduza during the
height of the struggle.
In partnership with the Provincial Government, we renamed the Wattville Library after
Bruna and Giuseppe Soncini, in appreciation of the role the Soncinis played in the South
African struggle for freedom and the life of our icon Oliver Reginald Tambo.
We continue to commemorate the lives and times of our icons of the liberation struggle
and Freepersons of the city – OR and Dr Adelaide Tambo, and Chris Hani. In 2012 our
efforts in resulted in the declaration of Oliver and Adelaide Tambo Memorial as a national
heritage site. As promised last year, I can confirm that we opened the museum component
of the Oliver Tambo Precinct in October last year.
We are also attempting to acquire the house of the late Commissar and icon of the
liberation struggle Chris Hani, with the intention of turning it into a heritage facility to
promote tourism in Ekurhuleni.
Compatriots and Friends;
Our pride and joy, the annual Thami Mnyele Fine Arts Competition remains a major arts
competition in the country. It is also one of the oldest visual arts competitions in the
country, averaging 300 entries each year.
INITIATIVES TO RE-GENERATE EKURHULENI
Honourable Councillors;
Let us turn our attention to the issue of environmental management. The impact and risks
associated with climate change have become more visible and real. The current prolonged
droughts, flooding incidents, severe thunderstorms, high temperatures and associated
heat waves experienced are a clear demonstration of the reality of climate change.
In appreciating this reality, ahead of the Congress of Parties (CoP) 21 in Paris a few
months back, the City became a signatory to the Compact of Mayors to demonstrate our
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commitment to mitigate the effects of climate change and implement initiatives picked up
from leading global cities.
Distinguished Guests;
We have a responsibility to ensure that the environment is not harmful to our people. In
effecting the Constitutional imperatives in terms of Section 24 of the Bill of Rights, which
states that “every citizen has a right to a clean and safe environment”, the City of
Ekurhuleni implements a number of programmes to include, but not limited to, the
following interventions: The Clean City Programme; Operation Shanyela; Bontle ke Botho
jointly with the province; tree planting; and providing and managing of recreational open
spaces.
The City’s interventions are aimed at creating both livable natural and built environment
and undoing the legacy of the apartheid past by making our open spaces available to all
our people. As we implement our environmental projects the aim is not only the aesthetics
but also to job opportunities, and economic development and growth.
Systems are being enhanced to ensure that industries and residents adhere to the
prescripts of the National Environmental Management Act. These include intensifying bylaw enforcement.
In our course to instil civic pride and bring back the dignity of our people, last month we
embarked on a project to improve the aesthetics of entrances at some of our townships.
Come September, the entrances of Vosloorus, Duduza, Katlehong, Thokoza, KwaThema
and Tsakane will boast, among other features, new signage, flower gardens, paving and
park furniture.
As we steam ahead with efforts to regenerate and beautify our lakes and dams, already
we have turned Germiston Lake into one of the leading parks in the GCR, if not the
country, while Murray Park in Springs and Boksburg Lake are receiving much-needed
revitalisation. These facilities will be fully functional by the end of this financial year.
Honourable Speaker;
The aesthetics of the entire City must change for the better, including industrial areas
which have somehow been ignored in the past. Central to this programme are greening,
beautification, building treatment, public arts installation, iconic statues, welcoming
facades and the maximum utilisation of open spaces.
Our grass cutting programme continues to be a bit of a challenge in some areas,
especially the previously disadvantaged areas. We continue to upscale it and special
attention is given to open spaces, informal settlements, road reserves and green corridors.
Ladies and Gentlemen;
More and more of our people seek space to meet their spiritual needs. This is evident from
the high number of religious organisations mushrooming in our townships. Indeed, we
have engaged the religious sector, and will soon bring an item to Council for the release of
no less than 100 pockets of land for this purpose.
Madame Speaker and Fellow Councillors;
When we undertook the Digital City project we did so because we identified the benefit
from the growth opportunities brought about by interconnectedness between regions and
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major cities around the world. This programme will lead to improved revenue generation
and controls around information processing, storage and retrieval. The Digital City will
further enable the City to provide effective broadband infrastructure that supports business
services, commercialization of the fibre and connectivity to our people.
Key to its success is making sure our fibre and wireless grid is properly connected,
maintained and monitored 24/7. After a R2 billion injection on fibre roll out, our
programme to become a smart, creative and developmental city remains on track.
Soon we will use digital technologies to enhance performance and wellbeing, reduce costs
of doing business and development, improve resource use and consumption, and benefit
our citizens.
Already we are talking migration to e-Health, a programme giving patients a unique
experience at participating clinics. On producing an ID at these facilities, health
practitioners can access health records of patients, including their family history, making
the diagnostic process much easier. We have 52 e-Health clinics, with the remaining 40
expected to migrate by the end of the financial year. The system allows the community to
access primary health care at any of our clinics.
The digitisation of our health services has also led to the introduction of the Integrated
Clinical Service Management Model, which enables clinic staff to improve the screening
and sorting of patients into three streams: chronic; pregnant women and children; as well
as walk-in patients. This has drastically reduced waiting times for patients and enables
them to receive medical attention faster, as there is no need to open a file first.
Fellow Councillors;
Many of you can attest that residents, especially the youth, enjoy the City’s free Wi-Fi roll
out. Introduced at end of last year, we have over 300 000 unique users at 235 sites
throughout the City, including 21 libraries. The roll out will be completed next year. As an
incentive, we will soon launch a portal to provide users with critical information about the
City, including jobs and education.
Madam Speaker and Fellow Councillors;
I am happy to report that we have introduced a document management system – a
migration from the old document to electronic. Our ICT Department is training users and
customising it to meet every departments’ needs.
As we continue to promote easy and hassle-free access to information to our citizens, the
conceptualisation of the much-awaited Unified Command Centre (UCC) has been
completed. This means we now have a strategy for the UCC value proposition, high level
operating model and business definition requirements. We have started the tendering
process for architectural consultants for the building process.
The facility will contain a centralised customer care centre for both life threatening and
non-life threatening emergencies, command and control centres for energy, water and the
Metro police – while core services like CCTV surveillance of CBDs and vehicle tracking
will take place here. The facility will use smart city technology for enhanced efficiency.
Indeed, we are moving with times.
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INITIATIVES TO RE-GOVERN
Honourable Councillors
Turning to our backroom operations, we start by acknowledging that if we are to stay true
to our promises and aspirations we need a very strong back bone, anchored by very
relevant and reliable staff with the skills, talent and capability to serve the people.
Five years ago, when we came into office we had a very volatile labour situation
characterised by a number of strikes and protests. Over the past four years, working
together with the labour movement, we stabilised the situation and a functional Local
Labour Forum relationship between the employer and employee continues to improve.
Thus far we have finalised the Institutional Review process to realise our vision. We have
further reviewed our Human Resource strategy and adopted a new model aimed at
improving service delivery through an effective and efficient workforce. On this front,
numerous policies have been put in place to assist us to attract and retain the necessary,
critical and scarce skills that will take this innovative City forward to the status of one of the
mega cities of the world.
As the City continues to play its part in the skills development agenda of the country, great
progress has been made in the area of implementing an Ekurhuleni Corporate Learning
Academy, with a pilot programme already being rolled out within the School of
Engineering, focusing on developing skills within the built environment.
Still in the area of institutional review, I am happy to report that 41% of critical vacancies
have been filled, and change management initiatives are being implemented to prepare
the organisation for migration and placement, which we aim to complete by the end of
June. We are moving with speed to modernise, restructure and improve our information
management systems and business processes to ensure we have the machinery
necessary skills to take the City and her people forward.
As part of our restructuring we shall be seriously consider creating new entities where the
need arises.
Our employees are our greatest asset, and their wellbeing is paramount. To ensure their
wellness, a 24-hour support line has been launched for our emergency units, the EMPD
and DEMS, and our employee wellness programme has been extended throughout the
City.
Ladies and Gentlemen
These are humble steps to account on our efforts to enforce, entrench and consolidate
conditions of perpetual social maturation since it is the only way our dream of a common
destination as South African humanity can be realised. This is the cause for which great
men and women of our country, regardless of colour or creed, made sacrifice.
I am quietly confident that as the ANC government in Ekurhuleni we have, once again,
demonstrated why we were relevant five years ago and why we remain relevant going
forward.
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CONCLUDING REMARKS
Fellow Residents of Ekurhuleni;
As we have demonstrated through the example of Ekurhuleni, it is common course that
the South Africa of today is a far better country to live in than the politically unstable,
racially divided and economically depressed pariah state that we inherited in 1994.
During the first 22 years of our democracy we have sought to reverse the legacy of 300
years of race-based discrimination and development. A lot more still needs to be done
though, particularly to defeat the triple burden of unemployment, poverty and inequality.
Our task is not yet done.
The service we rendered has, at all times, been based on the vision, principles and values
that have guided the ANC as it prosecuted a difficult and dangerous struggle in the
decades before the attainment of our freedom in 1994.
Among other things, the vision, principles and values of the ANC teach the cadres of this
movement life-long lessons that inform us that wherever we are, and whatever we do, we
should ensure that our actions contribute to the attainment of a free and just society, the
upliftment of all our people, and the development of a South Africa that belongs to all who
live in it. This is the reason we now share a united, non-racial, non-sexist and prosperous
country we are all proud of.
Indeed, the work we have done in pursuit of the vision and principles of our liberation
movement has been based on the age-old values of Ubuntu, of selflessness, sacrifice and
service in a manner that ensures that the interests of the people take precedence over our
desires as individuals.
I truly believe that the governments in which I have been privileged to serve have acted
and worked in the true spirit of these important values.
Based on the values of Ubuntu, the significance of which we learnt at the feet of giants of
our struggle, such as Chief Albert Luthuli, OR Tambo, Nelson Mandela. We, as
government, embarked from 1994 on policies and programmes directed at pulling the
people of South Africa out of the morass of poverty, and ensuring that we build a stable,
developed and prosperous country.
Ladies and Gentlemen;
GRATITUDE
Towards closure, allow me the opportunity to honour my predecessors who laid a firm
foundation for this work we have shared today. I salute our inaugural first citizen, the late
Mr Bavumile Vilakazi (may his soul rest in peace), his successor Mr Duma Nkosi and, of
course, the Speaker of the Gauteng Legislature and my predecessor Ms Ntombi Mekgwe.
That they were able to ensure a smooth transition from a fragmented nine towns and 11
administrations, while ensuring uninterrupted service delivery during such a testing time
must be extremely appreciated – for the conception of this Metro was one of the most
complex in the history of local government in the country.
Let me also pay homage to dearly departed councillors. We remember, among others,
Goodman Beta, Frank Ngidi, Chuene Bashele, Kgomotso Rammego, Kaifus Sambo, Sean
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McMonagle, Paul Plaatjies, Dumazile Xulu, Simon Boshomane and most recently Mandla
Motha. They shall forever remain in our hearts and their contribution is highly appreciated.
Although it has been years since the sad disappearance of Cllr Godfrey Mbethe, we must
never lose hope that one day his family will find closure. Indeed, we have individuals who
were convicted for his murder but his remains are still unknown.
We must also commend those of our councillors who despite coming under siege from
their constituencies, who among others threatened their lives and damaged their
properties, did not abandon ship but continued to improve the lives of the people including some of those who persecuted them.
Compatriots and Friends;
My heartfelt gratitude goes to the people of Ekurhuleni for continuously supporting our
programmes and ensuring that we remain on track as we pursue the quest for a better life
for all. Your positive attitude towards government programmes has, over the years,
enabled us to do that which you elected us to do.
Gratitude must also go to the members of this august house, the councillors whose voices
represent the multitudes of our people – mainly the voiceless. Working together has
always been great fun, and thank you for being there for the people of our beloved City.
Special thanks is accorded to the business community, NGOs, youth structures and other
stakeholders for making themselves available and vocal when it comes to the socioeconomic issues of the City.
To the City Manager; senior and middle management; and staff of the city and entities - I
can only reiterate what I said in the past, “Indeed, great strides have been made in the 15
years but Isende Lendlela”. You have done well in the majority of areas, and I am
confident that you are equal to the task going forward.
To the glorious movement that deployed me here, the ANC, I would be doing a great
injustice if I did not show my appreciation for the confidence shown in me by allowing me
to lead such a dynamic municipality. Enkosi kakhulu.
I also wish to take this opportunity to thank my wife, children, family and friends for their
continued understanding and support since I arrived in the City in October 2010.
This, ladies and gentlemen, compatriots and friends is the last State of the City Address
for this current term of political office.
Ke a leboga. Hi khensile. Baie dankie. Ndiyabulela. Ngiyabonga. I Thank You.
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