
transport plan
As the main movement routes are at the perimeter of the precinct (Nkosi, Shabangu, 
Hlabane and Kgaswane Streets) with no through-route, the introduction of an inner 
ring road is proposed to maximise connectivity to, and movement through, all parts 
of the precinct. This ring road could be achieved by:

•	Connecting Moshoeshoe Street to Ngungunyane Street by way of a southward 
extension of Hintsa Street;

•	Connecting Moshoeshoe Street to Ngungunyane Street by way of a northward 
extension of the street fronting the current clinic.

The result is a central ring road that improves access and circulation to the interior of 
the	precinct,	aiding	in	defining	it	as	a	central	core.	The	ring	road	has	perpendicular	
roads leading off in all directions, connecting to the outer perimeter precinct roads. 
This system dramatically improves accessibility within and through the node.

Local road connections between neighbouring suburbs within KwaTsaDuza are 
limited,	which	forces	traffic	onto	the	main	movement	routes.		By	improving	some	
of the road connections to create a supporting grid road network between the 
suburbs and the existing nodes, a number of aims would be achieved:

•	To improve access to the precinct, neighbouring areas and existing facilities, 
which could serve as further integrating communities;

•	To	create	flexibility	in	the	road	network	so	that	traffic	would	be	dissipated	along	
the supporting grid road network;

•	To create an opportunity for local activity spines to form along these routes 
between nodes, and as a result, encourage local economic growth;

•	To promote safe and active movement routes with vehicular, cycling and 
pedestrian activity. 

Additional road connections would include, in many cases, very small extended 
road connections:
•	Joe Mzamane Street onto Vlakfontein Road, east of the precinct;
•	Extension of Kumbusa Street, east of the precinct;
•	Kataza Street / Wauchope Street / Maetane Street onto Vlakfontein Road, south 

of the precinct; and
•	Onto Mohlala Street, north-west of the precinct.

built form and open space
The precinct includes a selection of passive open spaces and recreational and sporting 
facilities. The framework aims to improve the cohesiveness and legibility of facilities, 
adding	others	where	possible	to	increase	the	collective	benefit	and	ensure	that	they	
work	harder	to	the	overall	benefit	and	enjoyment	of	the	precinct	users.	

The Development Framework proposes establishing a new central open space at the 
centre of the inner ring road. This will become the pedestrian heart of the precinct. 
This space can operate as a market space or for other public and social activity, or 
simply	as	a	passive	and	soft-landscaped	open	park.	It	should	include	a	well-defined,	
high quality public environment. A network of complementary open spaces will then 
be	identified	throughout	the	precinct,	responding	to	existing	spaces,	and	proposing	
new spaces where applicable in support of future development, ensuring that as the 
precinct develops, a high-quality public open space network is in place. 

In principle, this central square should function as part of a larger system of active and 
passive, sports and recreational open spaces, including the sporting facilities. Ideally, 
through consideration of management strategies, better public access to the Ndaba 
Tree Park and the proposed Kwa-Thema Sports Complex would further improve this 
open	space	permeability	and	richness	within	the	Kwa-Thema	CBD.

development framework
A series of detailed plans has been 
prepared by the interdisciplinary 
team. These are intended to guide 
the public and private sector in order 
to achieve the development vision for 
the precinct.

•	Transportation Plan
•	Land Use Plan
•	Public Environment and Social 

Facilities Plan
•	Infrastructure and Services Plan
•	Economic Development Plan

The full set of plans can be found in 
the precinct report but for ease of 
reference the Transport Plan, the Public 
Environment and Amenities Plan, and 
the Land Use Plan are presented here.
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regional context and status quo
The Kwa-Thema Precinct is located 
towards the northern boundary of 
Region E, the south-eastern most 
region of Ekurhuleni. The precinct 
is south of the N17 highway, south-
east	 of	 Brakpan	 and	 south-west	 of	
Springs. The CoE Metropolitan Spatial 
Development Framework (MSDF) 
identifies	the	precinct	as	a	secondary	
node. 

The	 regional	 context	 reflects	
the legacy of apartheid spatial 
structure, characterised by the 
physical separation and isolation of 
marginalised residential areas within 
the urban system.

 local context and status quo: 
key land use and activities

•	 The	Kwa-Thema	CBD	was	designed	
around a ten-minute walking 
distance radius. Overall it forms a 
roughly	 square	 configuration	 and	
the streets forming the precinct 
boundary are:

•	 Nkosi Street bounding Deep Levels 
and Overline residential areas to 
the west;

•	 Shabangu Street bordering 
Highland residential area to the 
north;

•	 Hlababane Street forms the eastern 
boundary, with Masimini residential 
area beyond;

•	 Kgaswane Street forms the southern 
boundary. The Kwa-Thema 
Central Methodist Church and 
Thembalikazulu Primary School 
are positioned along the street, 
with New Payneville / White City 
residential areas beyond.

The precinct is characterised by a 
legible grid layout with a civic and 
community quality. The road network 
is constrained with limited linkages 
into the wider sub-region. Although 
investment into public facilities is 
apparent, they appear disconnected, 
and require a coherent public 
environment intervention to tie the 
facilities together. 
The precinct does not have a strong 
economic base, and the surrounding 
areas are highly dominated by 
residential land uses. The large share 
of surrounding residential areas reveals 
that the precinct area could ideally 
serve as a market area for surrounding 
residents, with potential to grow and 
attract visitors and satisfy surrounding 
residents’ basic needs.

development vision
The development vision proposes that 
the precinct be enhanced as a node 
of civic, retail and business activity. This 
requires consolidation of the existing 
cluster of public facilities, civic functions, 
retail and business activities into a 
well-defined	 and	 walkable	 central	
core. Introducing an inner ring-road 
as informed by existing partial-roads 
and land parcels, ensures maximum 
access, and thus activation, to all parts 
of the precinct. It is envisioned that 
a band of development will occur, 
wrapping around the inner ring road 
and	 supported	 by	 infill	 development	
facing onto the precinct perimeter 
roads. This development will allow for 
increased retail and business activity, 
medium density residential and home 
enterprise conversions along the 
perimeter streets. It is proposed to 
establish a new central open space at 
the centre of the inner ring road; this 
will become the pedestrian-oriented 
heart of the precinct that can operate 
as a market for public social activity, or 
simply as a passive park. 

The precinct is well-supplied with sports 
and recreational facilities, both formal 
and informal. These facilities, however, 
are fenced and access-controlled 
or	 relatively	 poorly	 defined,	 lack	
supporting facilities and a cohesive 
quality. The precinct plan proposes 
efforts to consolidate these facilities 
through	 infill	 of	 complementary	
facilities surrounding the existing 
facilities. Ideally, these facilities should 
be managed as shared facilities 
amongst schools and sports clubs from 
the surrounding areas. 

movement and circulation
Of particular importance is the public 
environment lattice. A hierarchy of 
pedestrian routes is introduced in the 
focus area, as follows:
•	 The main pedestrian thoroughfare 

cuts straight across the existing 
parking lot, connecting pedestrians 
from Job Maseko / Nkosi Streets onto 
the inner ring road at Moshoeshoe 
Street and into the retail core;

•	 A secondary pedestrian route 
provides a network between various 
facilities in particular connecting 
the central route across to the post 
office	site	to	the	north;

•	 Pedestrian walkways along existing 
vehicular streets provide walkability 
to the remainder of the focus area.

focus areas

The	priority	focus	areas	have	been	identified	
as:

•	A proposed Retail Core: The central core 
of the precinct surrounded by the newly 
established inner ring road. The area 
comprises retail and commercial sites, 
with the potential for residential walk-ups 
above, grouped around a central public 
space that connects to a pedestrian 
network in all directions.

•	Community Gateway: A consolidation 
and upgrade of the Community Facilities 
and Social Services Cluster at the entrance 
to the precinct. The initial focus in this area 
will be on the public environment lattice, 
connecting the western gateway to the 
central core of the precinct.

•	Sports Facility: The consolidation of sporting 
facilities and inclusion of additional support 
facilities around the Kwa-Thema Stadium.

•	Community Health Centre (CHC) Facility: 
A	site	identified	for	a	potential	new	CHC	
Facility.

•	Introduction	of	Residential	Buildings:	
Medium density development that 
introduces a residential component to 
the precinct and increases the number of 
people permanently associated with the 
site,	contributing	to	the	intensification	of	
activities within the core.

focus areas
The primary focus area of the Kwa-Thema Precinct 
is the central retail and commercial core, which is 
intended as a vibrant, walkable, human-scaled 
urban heart to the wider area. 

The spatial structure and land use activities in 
the retail core of the precinct allow for different 
development approaches to unlocking further 
economic potential.  This includes an option of a 
complete redevelopment of the site or an option 
of enhancing the existing retail with the promotion 
of	infill	development.

The purpose of the design directives is to 
develop a speciality retail or shopping 
district, creating a unique mixed-use 
environment focused on a public square, 
and	which	is	supported	by	a	defined	
community gateway and pedestrian 
environment. The design directives 
establish a human-scaled and pedestrian 
priority public environment, with civic 
spaces and safe streets.

The community facilities cluster is located 
at the intersection where Job Maseko 
Street terminates at Nkosi Street. There are 
a number of existing community facilities 
in	this	area,	including	the	post	office,	
library, community hall and Sassa regional 
offices.	Job	Maseko	Street	terminates	in	a	
large parking lot that acts as a transport 
drop-off point and is to be transformed 
into an arrival plaza, while still retaining a 
portion of its parking provision.

The gateway is a pedestrian thoroughfare 
into the precinct interior, acting as a 
primary structuring element and linking 
to the internal ring road. The community 
cluster is accessible on foot from all the 
areas	within	the	precinct.	Being	on	the	
edge of the precinct, the gateway is 
also easily accessed by existing and 
future proposed public transport services 
servicing the precinct core.

Given the envisaged development 
response and future increase in residents, 
additional social and community 
facilities could be accommodated in 
shared facilities or dedicated buildings. 
Formalisation of the informal trading 
into facilities with support services is 
recommended. This would include the 
establishment	of	a	major	market	facility	
along Moshoeshoe Street, envisaged as 
a built structure with a colonnaded edge.

The pedestrian thoroughfare emerges onto the inner ring road. 
This provides space for, and formalises, the informal trading 
activities, consolidating them in a strategic location and within 
an	identified	facility.

•	A new taxi facility is proposed at the intersection of Job 
Maseko and Nkosi Streets, which will include traders’ areas 
and support facilities;

•	Periodic markets would take place in the central parking lot;
•	Home business activities and enterprises are promoted within 

the residential properties facing on to Job Maseko Street. This 
builds on an existing trend and supports the development 
of precinct perimeter streets which transition into activity 
streets.

Job	Maseko	Street	is	defined	as	a	gateway	through	tree	planting	
and the upgrading of pavements and the public environment, 
including lighting and informative signage and possible change 
in road surface texture. There is potential for inclusion of a 
monument or public art piece as a landmark. Existing land use 
activities	are	to	remain,	with	new	infill	sites	contributing	to	the	
community activities typical of this portion of the precinct.
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implementation strategy
A number of key catalytic interventions 
are	 identified	 that	 will	 initiate	 the	
development	 process.	 These	 projects	
can be implemented in any order as and 
when funding is secured, land acquisition 
processes are completed, legal 
procedures	 finalised,	 and	 incorporated	
into the IDP and CoE budgeting cycle.

By	 their	 nature,	 they	 are	 independent	
projects	and	do	not	rely	on	the	completion	
of others before they can be started.  The 
list is not comprehensive and will evolve 
over time. 

The	 catalytic	 projects	 equate	 to	 a	
significant	 investment	 encompassing	
various sectors: transport; housing; social 
facilities and engineering services.

The	 precinct	 has	 been	 identified	 by	 the	
Gauteng Department of Health as a 
suitable site for the provision of a new 
Community Health Clinic (CHC). The CHC 
facility will add a critical component to 
the precinct as an important anchor of 
activity, drawing users from the broader 
community into the precinct.


